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fTDerican  IRotes. 

[From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


City  of  Mexico,  April  16. 
Mexican  Olive  Oil. — The  cultivation  of  the  Chiquaco- 
nolli.  or  "Mexican    Olive    Oil,"    is   increasing   in  this 
Republic.    Its  production  is  carried  on  exclusively  by  the 
Indians. 

The  Herbarium  of  the  National  Medical  Institute  of 
Mexico  has  been  enriched  by  the  addition  of  887  specimens 
of  native  plants.  The  exhibit  of  the  Institution,  which 
covers  the  entire  field  of  Mexican  vegetation,  is  now  ready, 
and  will  be  forwarded  in  special  freight-waggons  to  the 
St.  Louis  World's  Fair. 

The  f  ociEDAo  Agricola  Mexicana  in  this  city  has  recently 
analysed  samples  of  a  plant  which  gives  promise  of  greatly 
contributing  to  Mexico's  agricultural  wealth.  From  this 
plant  the  Indians  extract  a  juice  which  is  superior  to  that 
of  the  sugar-cane,  and  therefore  its  value  as  a  sugar-pro- 
ducer is  high.  The  Government  are  interested,  and  steps 
will  be  taken  to  cultivate  the  plant  on  a  large  scale. 

American  Exporting  Drug-houses  are  doing  a  large 
business  with  Mexico,  particularly  in  pills.  The  shelves 
of  Mexican  drug-stores  are  lined  with  these  products,  and 
while  Beecham's  and  other  standard  English  pills  can  be 
obtained:  in  first-class  pharmacies,  there  is  no  doubt  English 
exporting  firms  could  create  a  good  business  with  Mexico  if 
trade  were  drummed  up  by  suitable  agents  or  representa- 
tives. This  would  not  be  a  difficult  undertaking,  for  the 
reason  that  English  products  of  every  variety  have  a 
splendid  reputation  in  Mexico. 

Native  Secrets. — It  is  doubtful  if.  there  be  any  country 
in  the  world  which  exceeds  Mexico  in  the  number  of  its 
pharmacies  and  drug-shops.  In  this  city  one  sees  esta- 
blishments of  this  kind  on  every  hand,  and  each  does  a 
flourishing  business,  for  the  average.  Mexican  is  a  thorough 
believer  in  the  use  of  herbs  and  drugs  for  medicinal  pur- 
poses. The  native  Indian  has  long  been  credited  with 
occult  knowledge  of  the  wonderful  properties  of  medicinal 
herbs  and  drugs,  and  also  of  those  of  a  deadly,  poisonous 
nature,  the  secrets  of  which  have  been  jealously  guarded 
from  the  remote,  past. 

An  Ink-Plant.: — Great  attention  is  being  paid  in  this 
city  and  the  State  of  Jalapa  (from  which  jalap-root  is 
obtained)  to  the  cultivation  of  a  dyewood  whose  Indian 
name  is  "  eucle  coahintl."  From  this  wood  excellent 
writing-ink  is  obtained  at  a  very  small  cost,  it  being  only 
necessary  to  boil  the  wood  in  water  mixed  with  gum  to 
obtain  the  fluid.  So  far,  the  Indians  have  used  products 
of  this,  tree  to  dye  their  clothes,  but  they  discovered 
recently  its  value  as  an  ink-producer,  and  a  company  is  now 
engaged  in  exploiting  the  wood. 

Mexican  Vanilla. — The  Sociedad  Agricola  Mexicana  is 
taking  vigorous  steps  to  increase  the  trade  in  Mexican 
vanilla,  which  is  more  highly  esteemed  in  the  United 
States  than  other  varieties.  The  plant  commences  to  bear 
about  four  years  after  planting,  and  thrives  in  the  Tierra 
Caliente  (hot  lands),  shade  being  necessary,  however.  It 
yields  without  replanting  for  ten  years,  the  average  being 
twelve  pods  to  the  vine.  Great  profit  is  derived  from  its 
cultivation.  Vanilla  flourishes  in  the  States  of  Vera  Cruz, 
Oaxaca,  Chiapas,  Tobasco,  Mioboadan,  Jalisco,  and  the 
isthmus  of  Tehuantepee. 

Gum  Chicle. — Mr.  Henry  Rowley,  secretary  of  the 
American  Chicle  Company,  sailed  for  London  last  month 
to  supervise  the  opening  of  that  Company's  plant  in  the 
Sfreat  Metropolis,  and  to  assure  an  increased  market  for 
this  Mexican  product.  The  gum  is  produced  in  abundance 
along  the  coasts,  and  it  is  extracted  from  an  Asclepiad 
tree.  The  sap  from  which  the  gum  is  made  is  not  as 
cohesive  as  rubber.  The  Indians  devote  themselves  to 
the  cultivation  and  extraction  of  chicle  in  the  States  of 
Tlaxcala,  Puebla,  and  Hidalgo.  Their  procedure  is  primi- 
tive, and  consists  in  cutting  up  and  grinding  the  product, 
oressing  it  subsequently  to  secure  the  sap.  It  is  then 
heated  until  the  desired  density  is  reached,  when  it  is  cast 
in  moulds  in  the  form  of  cakes.  After  cooling  it  is  ready 
for  the  market. 


personalities. 


Mr.  B.  W.  Winkel  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
Oowana  (Limited),  205  Victoria  Street,  S.W.,  the  makers 
of  the  soap  whose  subtle  fragrance  is  so  pleasant  and 
lasting. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Detroit,  the  auditor  of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Oscar  Smith,  the  manager  of  the 
Baltimore  branch  of  that  firm,  are  at  present  on  business 
in  Londbn,  where  they  will  remain  for  a  few  weeks. 

Dr.  Robert  Hutchison,  F.R.C.P.,  has  reprinted  his 
observations  on  patent  foods  and  patent  medicines  as  a 
shilling  pamphlet,  Messrs.  John  Bale,  Sons  &  Danielsson 
(Limited),  Great  Titchfield  Street,  W.,  being  the  agents, 

Ma.  A.  S.  Campkin,  chemist,  Cambridge,  has  been 
entertained  to  a  dinner  given  in  his  honour  at  Cambridge 
on  his  retirement  from  the  directorate  of  the  Manchester 
Unity  Order  of  Oddfellows,  on  which  he  had  served  for 
twenty  years. 

On  April  18,  to  celebrate  the  golden  wedding  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Wilton,  the  employes  of  George  Wilton, 
Son  &  Co.  (Limited),  box  and  glass-bottle  manufacturers, 
Doncaster,  presented  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilton  with  a  hand- 
some solid  silver  rose-bowl  filled  with  roses.  The  pre- 
sentation was  made  by  Mr.  George  Pmshon,  who  has  been 
in  the  employment  of.  the  firm  for.  forty-six  years. 

Ma.  H.  J.  Dalgle/sh  (for  many  years  the  representative 
of  Messrs.  Ford,  Shapland  &  Co.,  medical-label  printers) 
was  on  April  29  presented  by  the  members  of  Exeter  Con- 
stitutional Club  with  an  oak  roll-top  desk  upon  his  leaving 
the  city  to  enter  upon-  business  in  London*.  Mr.  Dalgleish 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  formation  of  the  club  in 
1880,  and  has  been  an  active  member  ever  since.  He 
supplemented  a  gift  of  books  he  made  to  the  club  with  an 
old  engraved  sketch-map  in  colours  of  Exeter  in  the  six- 
teenth century. 

Mr.  G.  J.  Knight,  chemist  and  druggist,  Edgware 
Road,  W.,  is  a  member  of  the  Marylebone  Council,  and 
takes  considerable  interest  in  local  public  affairs.  He  is  a 
fearless  and  original  critic,  and  appears  to  have  been  on 
the  warpath  during  last  week.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  he  had  views  on  the  electric  main,  and  at  his 
suggestion  a  new  road  will  probably  be  provided.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  St.  Marylebone  Almshouses  he  said 
he  was  glad  to  see  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
and  several  other  Guardians  present,  as  they  might  learn 
a  lesson  in  economy.  He  observed  caustically  that  "it 
would  be  cheaper  to  the  borough  if  the  gorgeous  Bastille 
in  Marylebone  Road  were  burnt  down,  and  the  inmates 
housed  in  the  Hotel  Metropole." 


A  COMMISSION  ACTION. 

In  the  King's  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Jus- 
tice on  Thursday,  May  5,  before  Mr.  Justice  Phillimore  and 
a.  common  jury,  an  action  was  brought  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Manners  (Judd  &  Manners),  Chemists'  Transfer  Agency, 
76  Cannon  Street,  against  Mr.  F.  W.  Peck,  chemist,  late  of 
Fenchurch  Street,  to  recover  commission  on  the  sale  of  his 
business.  Mr.  C.  C.  Scott  was  counsel  for  plaintiff  and 
Mr.  Groser  appeared  for  the  defendant.  Plaintiff's  case 
was  that  in  September  last  he  heard  that  the  defendant  was 
desirous  of  disposing  of  his  business  in  Fenchurch  Street. 
He  (plaintiff)  at  that  time  knew  of  a  Mr.  H.  Marshall  who 
wished  to  purchase  a  chemist's  business  for  about  2,300/.  He 
called  on  defendant,  who  said  he  would  consider  any  offer 
made  to  him  for  that  amount.  Plaintiff  introduced  Mr. 
Marshall'  to  him.  and  Marshall  eventually  bought  the  busi- 
ness for  2,275i\  Plaintiff  therefore  claimed  5  per  cent,  com- 
mission on  the  first  100/.  and  2k  per  cent,  on  the  remainder, 
or  about  59?.  in  all. 

The  defence  was  a  denial  of  any  agreement  to  pay  the 
commission  alleged,  and  also  a  denial  that  the  business  was 
sold  to  Marshall  either  directly  or  indirectly  through  the 
plaintiff's  introduction  of  Marshall. 

After  luncheon  a  consultation  took  place  between_  counsel, 
with  the  result  that  judgment  was  entered  for  plaintiff  for 
the  amount  claimed,  with  costs,  the  terms  not  to  be  enforced 
until  after  May  18. 
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alarm  in  Swefcen. 

(From  an  Occasional  Correspondent.) 

THE  alarming  rate  at  which  patent-medicine  advertise- 
ments have  of  late  increased  in  the  Swedish  Press 
has  caused  much  comment  in  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
circles,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  induce  the  Swedish 
Riksdag  to  pass  an  Act  prohibiting  newspapers  inserting 
medicine-advertisements  of  a  suspicious  character.  In  the 
meantime  everything  is  being  done  to  suppress  the  evil, 
which  seems  to  threaten  both  medicine  and  pharmacy 
alike,  and  the  establishment  of  an  Intelligence  Bureau, 
which  offers  to  supply  information  to  the  public  free  of 
charge  respecting  any  remedies  about  which  inquiry  may 
be  made,  is  doubtless  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  which 
with  advantage  could  be  followed  in  other  countries.  The 
Bureau  is  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  the  pro- 
fessor of  pharmaceutical  chemistry  at  the  Upsala  Uni- 
versity, Count  Carl  Th.  Morner,  already  famous  for  the 
vigorous  attacks  he  has  made  from  time  to  time  against 
advertised  nostrums.  The  most  important  feature  of  the 
Bureau  is,  however,  the  publication  of  a  periodical, 
which  reproduces  all  the  most  familiar  advertisements 
and  at  the  same  time  explains,  in  popular  language,  the 
exact  natures  of  the  various  remedies,  also  giving  par- 
ticulars respecting  their  cost  of  production,  therapeutic 
value,  &c.  This  book,  which  is  published  at  50  ore 
(6^d.),  has  met  with  a  good  demand,  over  4,000  copies 
having  already  been  sold.  It  is  most  popular  with  the 
medical  profession,  and  is  allotted  a  place  in  almost  every 
doctor's  waiting-room,  it  being  considered  suitable  litera- 
ture for  the  edification  of  the  public.  Pharmacists,  too, 
are  commencing  to  realise  the  necessity  of  educating  the 
public,  and  accordingly  place  copies  of  the  work  on  their 
counters  for  the  perusal  of  waiting  customers.  Among 
the  remedies  of  British  or  American  origin  attacked  are 
Dr.  Williams's  pink  pills,  Dr.  Campbell's  capsuloids,  and 
Dr.  Kidd's  medicine.  The  last-named  is  said  to  contain 
strychnine,  particulars  being  given  respecting  the  death 
of  a  child  from  poisoning  which  occurred  at  Trondhjem, 
Norway,  some  time  ago.  It  appears  that  the  child  took 
two  of  Dr.  Kidd's  capsules,  intended  for  its  father,  and 
an  hour  and  a  half  afterwards  was  seized  with  cramp  and 
died  just  upon  the  arrival  of  the  doctor.  Swedish  phar- 
macists are  prohibited  from  advertising,  and  they  are 
specially  indignant  at  the  present  state  of  affairs,  which 
allows  foreign  and  native  nostrums  to  be  puffed  with 
impunity.  They  feel  that  unless  some  alteration  is  made 
in  the  law,  their  professional  standing  will  be  lowered 
until  they  ultimately  become  mere  vendors  of  proprietary 
articles,  while  their  incomes  will  be  seriously  impaired. 


College  IRotea* 


The  Council  Phizes  Examination  fell  rather  awkwardly 
for  some  Major  men,  there  being  scant  breathing-space 
after  the  April  examination. 

The  April  Examinations  have  thinned  the  ranks  of  Minor 
students  considerably,  but  the  remainder  are  somewhat  un- 
equally distributed.  Thus  of  fourteen  from  one  college,  two 
got  through,  and  in  the  case  of  another  college  the  figures 
were  exactly  reversed. 

Students  op  Phahmacy  in  the  United  Kingdom  will 
shortly  hear  of  something  to  their  advantage.  A  pharma- 
cist whose  name  and  products  are  of  world-wide  reputation, 
proposes  to  encourage  systematic  study  in  a  substantial 
manner :  but  the  details  of  the  scheme  are  still  in  embryo. 

The  Muter  Entrance  Scholarship. — We  understand  that 
the  examination  for  this  scholarship  in  the  South  London 
School  pf  Pharmacy  has  been  postponed  until  September. 
Particulars  about  it  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  A.  H.  M. 
Muter,  325  Kennington  Road,  S.E.  Last  year's  scholarship 
was  won  by  Mr.  Percy  Baxter,  who  has  passed  both  the 
Minor  and  Major  examinations  at  the  first  attempt,  and 
Mr.  Muter  tells  us  it  is  very  rare  for  any  candidate  who  has 
prepared  himself  for  the  scholarship  examination  to  fail 
at  the  first  attempt  at  the  Minor. 


The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue  :  — 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160-162  Kennington 
Park  Road,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry,  323  Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Manchester  College,  225a  and  227a  Oxford  Road,  Man- 
chester. 

Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  100  and  102  Burlington 
Street,  Manchester. 


Coming  i£\>ent0. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should,  he  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Friday,  May  6. 
Blackpool  Chemists'  Association,  Palatine  Hotel,  at  9  P.M. 
Ordinary  meeting. 

Monday,  May  9. 

Chemists'  Exhibition  at  the  National  Skating  Palace, 
Argyll  Street,  W.,  opens  and  remains  open  till  May  13. 

Wednesday,  May  11. 
London  Chemists'  Association,  Argyll  Hotel,  Argyll  Street, 
W.,  at  3.30  p.m.  Annual  report  and  balance-sheet.  Mr. 
F.  Truman  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Old  Recipes  and  their 
Trade-value  to  Chemists."  Mr.  G.  P.  Pond  will  read  a 
paper  on  "  Why  do  Doctors  Dispense  their  own  Medi- 
cines ?  "  and  suggest  a  remedy.  Mr.  R.  B.  Betty  will 
move  that  the  Society  subscribe  five  guineas  to  the  Bene- 
volent Fund,  and  Mr.  Pond  will  move  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceu- 
tical Associations  to  consider  the  desirability  of 
combining  local  associations  into  one  body  and  calling 
it  "  The  National  Society  of  Chemists  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association,  Star  and  Garter 
Hotel,  at  8.45  p.m.  Mr.  S.  Phillips  on  "The  Flowerless 
Plants  of  Pharmacy." 

Thursday,  May  12. 

West  Ham  Chemists'  Association,  Earlham  Hall,  Forest 
Gate,  E.,  at  3  p.m.  The  Pharmacy  Bill,  buying  clubs, 
and  medicine-stamp  liability  will  be  considered;  and 
Mr.  Forbes  will  propose  a  new  rule  so  as  to  admit 
honorary  members  of  the  Association. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.    Annual  general  meeting. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  17,  at  the  White- 
hall Rooms  of  the  Hotel  Metropole,  S.W.,  at  7  p.m.  Tickets 
(one  guinea  each)  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary,  17 
Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference.— A  Special  General 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
W.C,  on  Tuesday,  May  17,  1904,  at  4  p.m.,  to  consider  the 
following  resolution  :  "  That  the  B.P.C.  Formulary  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Compendium  Committee  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  for  use  in  the  compila- 
tion of  the  proposed  '  Compendium  of  Medicines.'  " 


During  the  Year  1902-3  there  were  4,402  bee-keepers, 
with  32,126  hives,  in  the  State  of  Victoria,  Australia.  They 
produced  1,199,331  lbs.  of  honey  and  23,061  lbs.  of  wax. 

The  exports  of  chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  medicines 

from  the  United  States  during  the  ten  months  ending 

October  amounted  to  _  $11,730,000,  against  $11,213,000  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  1902. 

A  little  Anecdote  from  "  A  Ramble  round  the  Globe." — 
I  was  going  through  a  prohibition  State  and  tried  to  get 
some  whisky  from  the  conductor  of  the  train,  but  without 
success.  "Can't  do  it,  boss;  we're  in  a  prohibition  State, 
and  I  can't  do  it."  However,  he  eventually  advised  me  to 
try  at  the  store  at  the  next  stopping-place,  and  this  I  did. 
"Do  you  sell  whisky?"  "Are  you  sick,  mister,  or  got 
a  medical  certificate?  "  "No."  "Then  I  can't  sell  it;  but 
I  reckon  our  cholera-mixture  '11  about  fix  you  up.  Try  a 
bottle  of  that."  The  advice  was  taken,  and  the  purchaser 
found  the  bottle  was  labelled  on  one  side  "  Cholera-mixture," 
while  the  other  bore  the  name  of  a  firm  of  Scotch  whisky 
distillers. 
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NOT  A  HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO. 

"  Doing  business  without  advertising  is  like  winking  at  a 
girl  in  the  dark  ;  you  know  what  you  are  doing,  but  nobody 
else  does."  The  attempt  to  do  business  as  if  it  were 
not  business,  with  a  line  air  of  superiority  and  the 
reluctance  to  advertise  which  still  largely  prevails  in 
this  country,  is  really  affectation.  We  do  not  think 
less  of  ourselves  and  of  our  wares  than  any  of  our 
neighbours  do ;  and,  if  the  wares  are  good,  why  not  say  so  ? 
At  any  rate,  since  others  "boost"  we  must  "boost"  too,  if 
we  are  to  compete  with  success.  We  have  to  push  our  wares 
and  drop  the  airs  of  lordly  indifference,  or  give  up  business 
altogether.  This  is  one  of  the  commercial  methods  in  which 
other  nations  have  not  followed  our  example,  and  show  no 
intention  of  doing  so.  They  are  all  moving  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  we  shall  be  compelled  to  move  too.  We  need 
not  "  boost "  in  exactly  the  same  way,  or  to  the  same  extent ; 
but,  if  we  sit  down  and  let  things  settle  themselves,  we  may 
as  well  put  up  the  shutters. 

This  is  said  by  "The  Times"  of  May  3,  1904,  and  we 
reprint  it  a  propos  of  our  American  and  Canadian  Issue 
on  May  21.  Those  who  go  with  the  times  should  write 
for  particulars  to  the  publisher  of  the  C.  &  D.,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


MacDonald,  of  Kuradial  truss  fame,  is  dead  (p.  758). 

Mr.  W.  A.  Watmouch  has  gained  the  Pereira  medal 
(P.  732). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  annual  report  will  be  found 
on  p.  733. 

Some  useful  observations  on  drink-cures  are  referred  to 
in  an  abstract  on  p.  745. 

The  Government  Poisons  Bill  has  not  yet  come  forward, 
but  we  give  a  fact  or  two  on  p.  740. 

The  Oldest  Pharmacy  in  Scotland  is  said  to  be  in  Fal- 
kirk.   It  was  founded  in  1785  (p.  729). 

Professor  Smithells,  of  Leeds,  has  resigned  his  position 
on  the  Pharmaceutical  Board  of  Examiners  (p.  732). 

The  Pharmaceutic  Sports  is  a  cartoon  depicting  the  race- 
for  a  vacancy  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  (p.  759). 

A  question  of  the  commission  on  a  chemist's  business  was 
settled  on  Thursday  in  the  King's  Bench  (Supplement). 

The  Addresses  of  Mr.  Currie  and  Mr.  Pickering  as  candid 
dates  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  are  printed  on  p.  760. 

Some  notes  on  Mexican  products  are  given  in  the  Supple- 
ment. These  deal  with  olive  oil,  an  ink  plant,  vanilla,  and 
gum  chicle. 

Mr.  Hagon  has  prepared  a  striking  map  of  Great  Brita;in 
to  show  the  territory  of  which  he  wants  to  begin  the  repre- 
sentation (p.  750J. 

Successful  Candidates  at  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  final 
Examination  and  the  Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination 
are  named  on  p.  726. 

Mr.  Jesse  Boot  writes  about  Sir  Henry  Primrose's  letter 
and  "Xrayser's"  remarks  thereon;  also  about  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach's  speech  (p.  757). 

Mercury  and  Nitric  Acid  plating-solution  is  causing, 
lamentable  accidents,  and  chemists  should  be  careful  with 
youthful  customers  for  it  (p.  727). 

Mr.  Victor  Cavendish  declines  to  disgorge  the  half- 
sovereign  which  Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers  paid  as  a  fine 
for  selling  an  unstamped  medicine  years  ago  (p.  729). 

Florence  May  Stevenson,  the  daughter  of  a  chemist,  is  an 
applicant  for  admission  to  the  London  Orphan  Asylum. 
Will  chemists  who  have  votes  give  them  to  her?  (p.  731), 

There  is  a  little  trouble  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
regarding  the  committee  which  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  dispenserships  in  public  institutions.  A  year  or  two 
has  elapsed  since  it  did  anything  (p.  732). 

"  Red  Blood-forming  Capsulcids  "  were  the  subject  of 
a  rather  interesting  case  under  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts 
reported  on  p.  736.  The  defence  was  that  the  capsuloids  are 
for  making  the  hair  grow  by  removing  anaemia  and  other 
causes. 

The  Detep.mination  of  minute  quantities  of  bismuth  or 
arsenic  in  copper,   the  testing  of  colloids,  alcohol-lamps, 
and  the  antiquity  of  gunpowder  were  the  subjects  which  . 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Society  of  - 
Chemical  Industry  in  London  this  week  (p.  735). 

Annual  Meetings  of  pharmaceutical  associations  indicate 
the  approaching  close  of  another  session,  which  in  these 
warm  days  we  can  scarcely  designate  winter.    It  has  been  . 
a  good  one  on  the  who!e.    Birmingham,  Barnsley,  Dews-  - 
bury,   Edinburgh,   and  Northampton  are  the  Associations  - 
reported  this  week  (p.  746). 

The  Government  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill  does  not 
extend  the  privilege  to  chemists  in  the  same  way  as  to 
other  shopkeepers.  We  have  called  the  attention  cf  Mr. 
Cochrane,  who  introduced  the  Bill,  to  the  matter  (p.  739). 
and  we  give  a  complete  analysis  of  the  measure,  comparing 
it  with  Lord  Avcbury's  on  pp.  742  4. 

The  L'ntaxed  Alcohol  movement  is  making  distinct  head- 
way. The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  sympathetic  in 
reply  to  a  question  by  Sir  E.  Flower  (p.  740) ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Tyrer  has  conferred  with  the  Earl  of  Onslow  (Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture)  on  the  subject  (p.  735).  and  Mr. 
John  C.  Umney  summarised  events  in  an  address  to  the- 
joint  committee  (p.  756). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Exeter  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the 
Sanatorium. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  will  supply 
drugs  to  the  Swindon  and  District  Hospital  for  the  en- 
suing half-year. 

The  anniversary  dinner  of  the  Society  of  Public 
Analysts  was  held  at  the  Trocadero  Restaurant  on  May  3, 
about  eighty  members  and  guests  being  present. 

The  Greenwich  Borough   Council  have  accepted  the 

'tender  of  Messrs.  Forbes,  Abbott  &  Lennard  (Limited), 

Sussex  Wharf,  East  Greenwich,  for  the  supply  o'f  dis- 
infectants, &c,  during  the  year. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Gerrard,  President  of  the  Midland  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  is  about  to  take  a  holiday  in  Norway 
which  will  extend  beyond  June  16,  the  date  fixed  for  the 
annual  picnic.  The  latter  event  has  consequently  been 
postponed,  and  the  Council  will  arrange  a  date  later. 

The  Health  Committee  of  Liverpool  Town  Council  have 
appointed  Mr.  Collingwood  Williams  to  succeed  Professor 
J.  Campbell  Brown  as  analyst  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  at  an  annual  salary  of  8501.  For  this  remuneration 
not  more  than  1,800  samples  are  to  be  analysed  yearly. 

The  corner  block  of  leasehold  property,  252  and  254 
West  Street  and  4  Regent  Street,  Sheffield,  let  to  Messrs. 
Boots  (Limited)  on  a  repairing  lease  for  a  term  of  eleven 
years  from  January  1,  1899,  at  the  annual  rent  of  100/., 
was  offered  for  sale  by  auction  on  May  3,  and  fetched 
1,850/. 

At  Llandudno  Police  Court,  on  April  28,  a  shop-assistant 
named  William  Rowlands  was  charged  with  stealing 
several  articles,  value  lis.  6d.,  the  property  of  Mr.  Harry 
Burton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Llandudno.  Medical  evi- 
dence showed  that  the  prisoner  was  non  compos  mentis, 
and  he  was  conveyed  to  Denbigh  Asylum. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Ekins,  in  his  quarterly  report  as  county 
analyst  to  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council,  regrets  a 
large  increase  in  the  percentage  of  adulterated  articles  sold 
{22.5  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  10.6  per  cent,  in  the 
same  quarter  last  year).  Out  of  seventy-one  articles 
analysed  sixteen  were  adulterated ;  of  these  four  were 
drugs,  and  one  (lime-water)  was  45  per  cent,  deficient  in 
ilime. 

From  the  list  of  applications  for  the  post  of  outdoor 
dispenser  to  the  Cardiff  Board  of  Guardians,  the  Dis- 
pensary Committee  have  selected  the  following  four  to 
appear  before  the  Guardians  on  May  7  :  Henry  Jenkin 
Owen,  chemist,  Vere  Street,  Cadoxton ;  Arthur  A.  E. 
Tutte,  Tyn-y-coed  Place,  Cardiff,  deputy  dispenser  at  the 
Infirmary ;  Joseph  De  Silba  Stewart,  Brook  Street,  Car- 
diff ;  and  W.  A.  Williams,  Cycle  Street,  Cardiff. 

The  funeral  of  the  son  of  Mr.  James  Young,  chemist, 
Torquay,  who  was  killed  by  a  motor-omnibus  on  April  19 
(see  O.  &  D.,  April  23,  page  638),  took  place  at  Torquay 
Cemetery  on  April  22,  amid  tokens  of  widespread 
sympathy.  A  deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Newlyn 
(President),  Bourne,  Lee,  Ness,  Knight,  Fowler,  Cocks, 
Slowman,  Rawlings,  Bridgman,  Moore,  and  Horner,  at- 
tended to  represent  the  Torquay  Chemists'  Association,  of 
which  Mr.  Young  is  Secretary. 

The  President  and  a  Passive  Resister. 
Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Salis- 
bury Petty  Sessions  last  week  when  the  Rev.  G.  Litten 
appeared  before  the  Magistrates  as  a  Passive  Resister, 
after  a  six  weeks'  siege  of  his  house  by  an  Overseer,  who 
asked  the  Bench  to  commit  Mr.  Litten  to  prison.  Mr. 
Atkins  expressed  the  regret  of  the  Bench  at  having  no 


alternative  but  to  grant  the  order.  It  was  no  use,  he 
said,  for  one  man  to  set  himself  up  against  the  community. 
Mr.  Litten  must  go  to  prison  for  seven  days. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 
In  the  Final  (A.I.C.)  examinations  held  last  month  the 
following  passed  : 

Mineral  Chemistry.— J.  J.  Ellis,  B.Sc.  (Vict.),  A.  Gordon 
Francis,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  J.  H.  Pizey,  Assoc.R.C.Sc.  (Lond.), 
and  L.  J.  E.  Riley. 

Metallurgical  Chemistry. — Reginald  Tyler. 

Organic  Chemistry. — R.  W.  L.  Clarke,  O.  C.  M.  Davis, 

B.  Sc.  (Lond.),  and  Bernard  F.  Howard. 

Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs,  &c. — H.  F.  Barke,  Cyril 
Dickinson,  B.Sc.  (Vict.),  Ernest  Garratt,  B.Sc.  (Vict.), 
Charles  E.  Male,  and  John  R.  Stubbs,  M.Sc.  (Vict.). 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination. 
The  following  candidates  were  granted  the  certificate 
of  qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in 
compounding  and  dispensing  medicines  at  the  examin- 
ations of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  held  during  April  : 
A.  Ashmore,  E.  M.  D.  N.  Baker,  M.  E.  Bindley,  J. 
Blair,  W.  Brownrigg,  M.  U.  C.  Cavanagh,  A.  Conway, 
N.  V.  Court,  C.  Dixon,  E.  G.  Douglas,  H.  F.  Dove,  G. 
R.  Evans,  F.  W.  Francis,  M.  M.  G.  E.  Gillitlie,  M.  C. 
Goldberg,  M.  D.  Grantoff,  W.  J.  B.  Grice,  L.  R.  Harrison, 

C.  M.  V.  Hewett,  G.  L.  Hodgkinson,  E.  D.  Holloway,  H. 
Innes,  M.  Laird,  E.  Masham,  M.  B.  Offord,  V.  M.  O. 
Orchard,  B.  M.  Owen,  L.  Parnell,  A.  M.  Pearson,  G.  C. 
Philp,  E.  L.  Richards,  E.  A.  L.  Rutherford,  M.  A. 
Scaling,  M.  P.  Smith,  H.  F.  Sundius,  V.  E.  Swift,  M.  A. 
Thomas,  A.  N.  Tucker,  E.  Walford,  A.  F.  Williams,  M. 
Wippell,  A.  Wynn,  L.  E.  J.  Young. 

The  L.G.B.  and  Public  Analysts. 
The  Local  Government  Board  point  out  that  Section  10 
of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875,  which  makes 
provision  for  the  appointment  of  public  analysts,  enacts, 
inter  alia,  that  their  appointment  and  removal  from  office 
shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Questions  have  sometimes  arisen  between  the 
local  authority  and  the  analyst  as  to  the  remuneration  to  be 
paid  to  him,  and  the  Board,  on  being  consulted,  have  inti- 
mated that  the  section  provides  that  the  remuneration 
shall  be  such  as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the 
authority  and  the  analyst,  and  that  they  consider  this  a 
matter  which  ought  to  be  settled  without  difficulty.  The 
Board  invariably  refuse  to  approve  of  the  removal  from 
office  of  the  analyst  solely  on  the  ground  that  the  local 
authority  could  get  the  work  executed  at  a  lower  rate. 

Drug-inspection  in  London. 

The  public  analyst  for  Camberwell  reports  that  during 
last  quarter  he  examined,  inter  alia,  fourteen  samples  of 
spirit  of  camphor  and  seven  samples  of  camphorated  oil  : 
all  were  genuine. 

The  public  analyst  for  Greenwich  reports  that  the  only 
sample  taken  from  chemists  during  the  quarter  was  one 
of  cod-liver  oil  :  it  was  genuine. 

At  the  meeting  of  St.  Pancras  Borough  Council  on 
Wednesday  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  about  the  public  analyst's  report  for  1903  and 
asking  why  proceedings  had  not  been  taken  in  regard  to 
three  samples  of  adulterated  seidlitz  powders.  It  was 
resolved  to  reply  that  in  giving  instructions  for  prosecu- 
tions during  the  year  the  Public  Health  Committee  had 
been  guided  by  the  decisions  of  magistrates  in  previous 
cases. 

Poor-law  Notes. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  St.  Saviour's  Board  of  Guardians, 
on  April  29,  it  was  reported  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  sanctioned  the  appointment  of  Mr.  W.  A. 
ivnight  as  dispenser  at  the  Champion  Hill  Infirmary,  with 
a  salary  of  120/.  per  annum  and  the  sum  of  8s.  a  week 
in  lieu  of  dinner  and  tea  daily.  At  the  same  time  they 
informed  the  Guardians  that  they  had  recently  had  under 
consideration  the  question  of  the  salaries  of  dispensers  in 
the  Metropolis,  and  had  adopted  the  following  revised 
scale  as  a  maximum,  viz.  :  An  initial  salary  of  120/., 
i  rising,  if  tne  Guardians  so  desire,  to  140/.  after  four  years' 
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service,  and  then,  by  increments  of  101.  every  four  years, 
to  180/.  per  annum,  the  value  of  any  other  emoluments 
to  be  taken  into  account  in  fixing  the  salary — and  that 
they  would  not  be  prepared  to  assent  to  the  scale  being 
exceeded  in  the  case  of  future  appointments  in  this  Union. 

Postal  Orders  in  Book-form. 

The  Postmaster-General  announces  that  postal  orders 
of  all  values  and  in  any  quantity  not  less  than  twelve 
orders  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  undermentioned  post- 
offices,  roughly  bound  in  book  form  : 
In  London  at  : 


Chief  Office 

St.      Martin's  -  le- 

Grand 
Charing  Cross 


Fleet  Street 
House  of  Commons 
Leadenhall  Street 
Ludgate  Circus 

In  the  provinces  at; 

Liverpool 
Manchester 
Neweastle-on-Tyne 
Nottingham 
Sheffield 


Threadneedle  St. 
Throgmorton  Av. 
Western  -  District 
Office 


Belfast 
Dublin 
Edinburgh 
Glasgow 


Birmingham 
Bristol 
Cardiff 
Hull 

IjCClls 

If  the  supply  of  postal  orders  in  this  form  appears  to 
meet  a  general  want,  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  system 
to  other  offices. 

Sheffield  Notes. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  course  of  ten 
lessons  on  photography  at  the  Technical  Department  of 
the  University  College. 

Among  the  further  list  of  subscribers  to  the  University 
Endowment  Fund  appears  the  name  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen, 
the  city  analyst,  who  is  contributing  ten  guineas. 

In  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  local  Press  with 
reference  to  the  recent  tragic  poisoning-case,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Pater,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  said,  "Anyone  reading 
the  account  in  the  '  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph '  of  the  acci- 
dental poisoning  by  nicotine  will,  I  think,  at  once 
realise  the  grave  danger  there  is  in  such  deadly  poisons 
being  sold  '  by  any  seedsman.'  The  sale  of  such  poisons 
by  unqualified  dealers  is  a  direct  violation  of  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  think  if  the  public  were  aware  of  the  potent 
nature  of  these  drugs  much  more  care  would  be  used.  In 
its  action  upon  the  animal  system  nicotine  is  one  of  the 
most  virulent  poisons  known.  One  drop  is  sufficient  to 
destroy  a  dog,  and  it  is  said  small  birds  perish  at  the 
approach  of  a  tube  containing  it.  The  juice  of  the  tobacco- 
plant  gardeners  use  for  fumigating  contains  nicotine.  Any 
duly  qualified  person,  on  being  asked  to  sell  a  poison  of  this 
description,  instructs  the  buyer  to  fulfil  certain  formalities, 
and  care  is  taken  that  the  poison  is  in  a  suitable  bottle ; 
and  whilst  it  is  possible  to  obtain  poisons  from  any  but 
properly  qualified  dealers,  so  long  will  the  public  safety 
be  greatly  endangered." 

Cricket. 

Hanover  Cricket  Club. — The  first  match  of  the 
season  was  played  at  the  club's  new  ground  in  Molyneux 
Road,  Sefton  Park,  Liverpool,  on  April  23,  the  contestants 
being  married  members  v.  single  members,  and,  contrary 
to  expectations,  the  Benedicts  were  returned  victors  by 
fifteen  runs.  Mr.  Askin  batted,  and  Mr.  Critchley  bowled 
exceedingly  well  for  the  victors,  who  thoroughly  deserved 
their  victory. 

On  April  30  the  Hanover  Cricket  Club  received  a  visit 
from  Berkley  C.C.,  and  Hanover  won  by  sixty-two  runs. 

Alleged  Frauds. 
At  Southwark  Police  Court,  on  May  3,  William  James 
Barnes  (21),  clerk,  was  charged,  on  remand,  before  Mr. 
Cecil  Chapman,  with  stealing  3/.  10s.  6d.  from  Mr. 
William  James  Green,  chemist,  of  Lower  Marsh.  He 
was  further  charged  with  forging  dates  and  signatures 
upon  postal  orders.  Mr.  Arnold  prosecuted  for  the  Post- 
master-General. At  the  former  hearing  (6*.  <£•  D.,  April  30, 
page  678)  it  was  alleged  that  the  prisoner  called  upon  the 
prosecutor  representing  that  he  was  clerk  to  the  agent  of 
Messrs.  Ismay  &  Son,  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists, 
Newcastle.  The  prosecutor  gave  him  orders  for  blood- 
mixture  and  pills,  and  paid  him  by  postal  orders  for 
3/.  10-.  6d.,  post-dated  and  made  out  to  Messrs.  Ismay  &  Son, 


Newcastle.  The  prisoner,  it  was  suggested,  erased  part  of 
the  writing  from  the  postal  orders  by  means  of  chemicals, 
made  them  payable  in  London,  forging  the  signature  of 
Messrs.  Ismay  &  Sons,  and,  having  obliterated  the  "post- 
dating," cashed  the  orders  in  London.  A  third  charge 
was  brought  against  the  prisoner  of  obtaining  5s.  by  false 
pretences  from  Mr.  Frederick  Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist, 
the  Mayor  of  Maidstone.  Mr.  Oliver,  of  Bank  Street, 
Maidstone,  said  that  on  April  8  he  advertised  under  the 
name  of  Ryder  (his  manager)  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  for  a  "  Squire's  Companion,"  17th  edition.  He 
received  a  reply  from  "J.  Bassett,"  who  stated  that  he 
had  a  "  Squire's  Companion"  in  good  and  clean  condition, 
which  he  was  willing  to  dispose  of  for  5s.  The  witness 
sent  a  cheque  for  5s.  to  87  Shaftesbury  Avenue  (the 
address  given  by  Bassett),  but  it  was  returned  with  a 
letter  stating  that  Bassett's  bank  had  told  him  it  was  not. 
available  in  London.  A  postal  order  for  5s.  was  then 
forwarded,  but  the  witness  did  not  receive  the  "  Squire's 
Companion."  Evidence  was  given  by  Mabel  Hart,  clerk 
at  the  Fleet  Street  Post-office,  that  the  order  was  cashed, 
and  the  prisoner  was  then  further  remanded. 

[To  prevent  affairs  like  this,  we  have,  since  our  Exchange 
Column  was  instituted  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  provided 
a  deposit  system,  whereby  for  a  small  fee  buyers  deposit 
their  money  with  us,  and  we  do  not  hand  it  over  to  the 
sellers  until  the  buyers  inform  us  that  they  have  received  the 
goods  and  are  satisfied  with  them.— Editoe.] 

How  Poisons  arc  Distribirted. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Burnley  Town  Council  on  Wednes- 
day, May  4,  the  following  minute  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee was  approved  : 

The  Town  Clerk  reported  that  in  reference  to  the  recent 
correspondence  with  the  Burnley  Chemists'  Association  as 
to  the  practicability  or  otherwise  of  labelling  each  bottle  or 
packet  of  poison  with  a  short  statement  as  to  what  antidote 
should  be  taken  in  case  of  accidental  poisoning,  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Patent- 
medicine  Vendors  and  Drug-stores  Association,  contradict- 
ing some  statements  reported  to  have  been  made  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Burnley  Chemists'  Association.  The  Com- 
mittee resolved  that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  the  matter. 

Re-plating  Solutions. 
A  shocking  accident  occurred  in  the  shop  of  Boots  Cash' 
Chemists  (Limited),  at  Kettering,  on  April  30,  to  a  boy 
named  John  Reeves,  son  of  the  Weldon  stationmaster.  It 
seems  that  the  boy  had  bought  some  nitric  acid  and  mer- 
cury, and  as  he  was  leaving  the  shop  the  mixture 
exploded,  hurting  his  face  severely.  Assistance  was 
immediately  rendered,  and  Dr.  L.  W.  Dryland  summoned, 
the  lad  being  removed  to  the  hospital.  It  is  feared  that 
although  the  lad  has  recovered  from  the  shock  he  will  lose 
the  sight  of  one  eye.  The  following  recipe  for  "Re-plat- 
ing handle-bars  "  was  found  in  Reeves's  pocket.  It  was 
taken  from  a  boys'  periodical  : 

Obtain  one  pennyworth  each  of  nitric  acid  and  mercury, 
place  together  in  a  bottle,  leaving  the  cork  out  until  well 
dissolved.    When  fit  for  use  apply  to  parts. 

On  the  same  day  Mabel  Dunkley,  twelve  years  old, 
living  at  Northampton,  met  with  a  similar  accident.  She 
purchased  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  W.  McKinnell,  chemist, 
Wood  Hill,  Northampton,  a  pennyworth  of  mercury  and 
a  pennyworth  of  nitric  acid,  for  the  purpose  of  cleaning 
the  plated  parts  of  a  bicycle.  The  two  chemicals  were 
poured  into  a  small  bottle.  After  leaving  the  shop  the 
cork  flew  out,  and  some  of  the  acid  settled  on  her  left  eye. 
The  left  side  of  her  face  and  her  hand  were  severely 
burnt.  The  child  was  taken  to  the  shop  of  another  chemist 
in  the  same  row,  where  she  was  attended  to,  being  after- 
wards removed  to  the  Northampton  General  Hospital.  It 
is  feared  the  sight  of  her  left  eye  will  be  injured. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 
Fourteen  fatalities  have  occurred  with  poisons  since  our 
last  record,  three  being  misadventures.  Six  suicides  were 
committed  with  carbolic  acid,  the  victims  being  Isabella 
Greaves,  of  York ;  John  Henderson,  a  Bournemouth 
painter ;  Elizabeth  Thomas,  of  Mountain  Ash ;  Ann  Price, 
of  Brecon;  Mary  Dunham,  of  Sawbridgeworth ;  and  a 
young  woman  named  Sellars,  of  Bebington.    At  the  in- 
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the  acxd  was  g ven  by Lo^Wi«|  ^ 
.manager  °fT*h% ]°calA^Srid(ieworth  the  jury  made  a 
(Southern) L™faf ^f^S^hould  be  placed  under 

SSaS'rfP.fiii  ^  »  at'present  any  child  could  be 
tne  bale  oi  r^oisu  poisoning  was  given  as 

t^cause  of  t£  deathf  of  Edward  Glldwish  a  hall- 
the  cause  oi  i  Hammersmith  Borough 

keeper  in  -the  employ  Todmorden  cotton- 

SS&Si.  fS-i5was  the'verdict  in  the  .latter 
"se  -Arthur  Warrington,  a  Soho  goldsmith  poisoned 
himself  with  cyanide  of  potassium.    Two  fatal  misad- 
ventures arising  from  mistaking  oxalic  acid  for  Epsom 
alts  occurred,  the  one  at  Teynham,  where  it  was  taken  by 
Janet  Louisa  George,  a  local  builder's  daughter,  and  the 
other  at  Leadenhall  Street.  E.C.,  where  the  same  error 
was  made  by  Joseph  Bcsher.  a  caretaker     A  hawker 
named  George  Miller  poisoned  himself  with  arsenic  at 
Carlisle     He  had  purchased  4  oz.   from  Mr.  Fletcher 
Ritson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Abbey  Street  having  duly 
Sgned  the  poisons-book.    William  Ash,  from  London,  took 
an  overdose  of  a  bromide-and-chloral  mixture  at  a  Buxton 
hotel,  and  was  found  dead  in  bed     John  William  New- 
man, a  bricklayers  labourer  out  of  work,  drank  hydro- 
chloric acid  at  Peckham.  and  died.    A  navvy  at  Chapel- 
-en-le-Frith,  named  Rixson,  had  a  severe  attack  of  diai- 
rhoea   for  which  he  procured  a  bottle  of  medicine.  In- 
stead of  sticking  to  the  prescribed  dose    however,  he 
swallowed  the  entire  contents  of  the  bottle  at  one  draught, 
-nnd  died  in  the  infirmary.    At  Plymouth  a  well-known 
commission-agent  and  dog-breeder,  named  Haydon  was 
found  dying  in  the  lavatory  of  an  hotel.    A  search  re- 
vealed a  bottle  of  prussic  acid,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
-    deceased  had  committed  suicide ;  but  the  medical  man  at 
the  inquest  said  his  -post-mortem  examination  revealed  no 
trace  of  poison  whatever  either  by  smell  or  effect  on  the 
system.    He  attributed  death  to  heart-failure,  and  the  jury 
.  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes. 


3rteb  1ttew0. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Want  Poison-licences. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Irish  Cattle-traders'  Associa- 
tion, held  in  Dublin-Mr.  Wm.  Field,  M.P.,  presidmg- 
Mr.  Radcliffe  proposed  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
carried  unanimously  : 

That  this  committee  hears  with  pleasure  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposes  to  introduce  a  Bill  removing  the  restriction 
which  confines  the  sale  of  sheep-dips  and  agricultural  poisons 
to  registered  chemists  and  druggists. 

Mr  Field  said  that  the  bulk  of  the  trade  in  these 
■-  -articles  has  always  been  in  the  hands  of  non-registered 
traders,  and  it.would  be  a  calamity  to  agricultural  interests 
in  Ireland  if  the  farmers  were  subject  to  restrictions  m  pur- 
chasing sheep-dips.  In  many  places  even  where  there  are 
registered  persons  the  trade  has  not  passed  into  their  hands, 
.and  the  committee  suggest  that  the  Council  of  the  Ros- 
common Sheep-breeders'  Association,  or  some  other  similar 
public  body,  should  be  authorised  to  grant  licences  to  such 
non-registered  traders  as  have  hitherto  handled  these 
articles. 

Personal. 

Mr.  R.  Kingston,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Kildare,  has 
opened  a  branch  establishment  in  Monasterevan. 

Dr.  S.  Connor,  who  has  been  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Westminster  (London)  Board  of  Guardians,  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Dr.  S.  Connor,  of  Newry. 

Mr.  Alfred  Wilson,  L.P.S.I.,  is  opening  a  pharmacy  at 
Albert  Bridge  Road,  Belfast.  He  has  secured  a  shop  at 
the  corner  of  Templemore  Avenue  under  the  new 
Y.M.C.A.  building  which  is  being  erected  at  a  cost  of 
12,000Z. 

Mr.  J.  Campbell  Carter,  who  was  until  this  month  con- 
ductor of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland,  Mary  Street, 


Dublin,  is  taking  up  several  trade  agencies  for  Ireland. 
Among  the  agencies  are  Messrs.  Leslie  (Limited),  of 
Lloyd's  Avenue,  E.C.,  and  Messrs.  Hay  (Limited),  Hull. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  directors  and  staff  of  Messrs. 
Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limited)  was  held  recently 
at  12  Grafton  Street.  Dublin,  for  the  purpose  of  honouring 
Mr.  W.  H.  W.  Williams,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the 
staff  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  and  who  has  accepted 
an  appointment  with  Messrs.  Hunt  &  Co.,  of  Bride  Street, 
Dublin.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  William  Hayes.  Mr. 
Henry  Conyngham  and  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  (directors) 
were  also  present,  with  a  large  number  of  branch  managers 
and  members  of  the  staff.  The  presentation  consisted  of  a 
solid  silver  tea-and-coffee  service  and  salver,  together  with 
an  illuminated  address  bearing  the  names  of  the  sub- 
scribers. 

English  Drug-tenders  for  Irish  Workhouses. 
When  dealing  with  the  tenders  for  the  annual  supplies 
of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical  appliances  recently, 
the   Tipperary  Guardians   accepted  the  tender   of  the 
Medical  Supply  Company,  Sligo,  in  preference  to  that  of 
Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  on  the  ground  that  the 
former  was  an  Irish  firm,  though  both  offered  33^  per  cent, 
discount.      The  old  contractors  were  the  Cork  Chemical 
and  Drug  Company,  who  offered  18  per  cent,  abatement. 
The  L.G.B.,  however,  declined  to  sanction  the  acceptance 
of  the  Sligo  firm's  tender,  alleging  that  the  company  in 
question  secured  more  contracts  last  year  than  they  were 
able  satisfactorily  to  fulfil,  and  the  Board  were  limiting 
the  number  of   the  firm's   contracts   this  year.  The 
Guardians  then  decided  to  re-advertise,  but  only  one 
tender  was  received  in  response  to  the  advertisement — that 
of  the  Cork  Chemical  and  Drug  Company  at  18  per  cent, 
discount.      Some  of  the  Guardians  then  urged  that  the 
Liverpool  company's  tender,  which  gave  a  more  liberal 
discount,  should  be  accepted,  but  this  course  was  opposed 
by  other  members  of  the  Board,  who  would  not  consent 
to  give  the  contract  to  an  English  firm.     Mr.  Lyons  said 
he  would  not  be  a  party  to  giving  a  shilling's  worth  of  a 
tender  to  an  English  firm  if  he  could  get  an  Irish  one. 
It  was  decided  to  advertise  again  for  tenders. 


Scotcb  mews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Contracts. 

Mr  W  Walker,  chemist,  31  Rue  End  Street,  has 
secured  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  medicines  to  the 
outdoor  poor  of  Greenock  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Messrs  Wallace  &  Milne,  chemists,  Market  Street, 
Aberdeen,  are  the  successful  contractors  for  drugs  for  poor- 
houses  and  outdoor  poor  to  the  Aberdeen  Parish  Council. 

Chemists'  Licences. 
At  Ayr  Burgh  Licensing  Court  on  Tuesday,  May  2, 
Mr  James  lnnes,  chemist,  New  Bridge,  was  granted,  con- 
ditionally, a  grocer's  and  dealer's  licence;  while  a  similar 
application  by  Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co.,  chemists  who 
stated  that  their,  sales  under  this  licence  were  of  medi- 
cated wines,  was  refused. 

"Teaser"  for  Chemists. 
This  is  the  title  which  a  Dundee  evening  paper  gives  to  a 
diverting  article  on  a  prescription  "  problem  which  defied 
the  chemical  profession  of  England  and  a  great  many 
hemists  in  America."  It  is  stated  that  the  P^cnption 
was  reproduced  in  the  "Lancet"  some  time  ago,  and  only 
on  "  man  in  New  York-viz.,  Mr.  Thomas  Keenan,  associate 
editor^  the  »  American  Druggist/ 

to  be  the  most  expert  decipherer  of  teasers  m i  i\  w 
York-could  give  a  translation.  After  telling  how  he  did 
it  I  contemporary  adds  :  <'Mr  Keenan  served  his  ap- 
prenticeship as  a  chemist  with  the  ate  Mr  J  J. 
Donaghey,  Overgate,  Dundee,  and  was  also  with  the  late 
Dr.  Letters  in  Hawkhill." 
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Glasgow  Notes. 
The  Excursion  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  and  West  of 
Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association  hope  to  be  able  to 
announce  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  the  final  arrange- 
ments for  the  trip  in  June. 

Mr.  T.  Dunlop,  Ph.C,  the  indefatigable  Secretary  of 
the  Trade  Association,  who  has  been  laid  up  for  some  time 
with  complications  following  influenza,  is  now  convales- 
cent, and  will  shortly  return  to  business. 

The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Robb,  for  many  years 
manager  of  Messrs.  Frazer  &  Green's  Hillhead  branch, 
has  this  week  been  lodged  with  the  Sheriff  Clerk  at 
Glasgow.  The  total  amount  of  the  estate  is  2,076/.,  on 
which  62/.  of  estate-duty  has  been  paid. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Brown,  dispenser  at  Belvidere,  who  many 
■years  ago  gave  the  world  a  volume  of  verse  under  the  title 
"The  Tunings  of  a  Youthful  Harp"  and  afterwards 
branched  off  into  metaphysical  studies  of  the  universe, 
which  included  a  novel  theory  of  the  cause  of  atomicity, 
"has  returned  to  his  first  love.  A  poem  from  his  pen,  en- 
titled "A  Hymn  to  Evolution,"  appears  in  a  lccal  weekly. 

The  Govan  Parish  Council,  acting  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Medical  Committee,  have  decided  to  increase 
'the  salaries  of  the  dispensers  in  the  inspector's  department 
as  under  :  Mr.  William  S.  Cuthbert,  from  130/.  to  140/. 
per  annum;  Miss  Jessie  C.  Orchardson,  from  90/.  to  100/. 
per  annum.  At  the  meeting  at  which  the  above  increases 
were  made  an  account  was  passed  for  payment  to  Messrs. 
Cockburn  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  16/.  12?.  for  medicines,  and 
another  to  Messrs.  Baird  Brothers  of  31.  5s.  6d.  for  surgical 
dressings. 

Scotland's  Oldest  Pharmacy. 
Falkirk  people  claim  that  the  oldest  established  phar- 
macy in  Scotland  is  Mr.  R.  Gordon  Drummond's  in  the 
High  Street  of  that  famous  trysting  town.  The  business 
was  begun  as  far  back  as  1785  by  a  Mr.  Robert  Walker, 
and  the  premises  have  the  unique  distinction  of  never 
having  been  closed  for  one  day  since  then.  An  interesting 
discovery  was  made  some  months  ago,  while  certain 
structural  alterations  were  being  carried  out  on  the 
premises,  When  the  counter  was  removed  a  number  of 
old  drawers  were  disclosed,  and  in  one  of  these  were 
found,  inter  alia,  two  small  vials  of  Turlington's  Balsam 
with  leather  capping  in  a  complete  state  of  preservation, 
dated  1765.  Blown  on  the  glass  of  each  tiny  bottle  was 
the  following  : 

By  the  King's  Royal  patent,  granted  to  Robert  Turling- 
ton for  his  invented  balsam  of  life,  London,  1765. 

Mr.  Walker,  like  his  confreres  in  those  days,  had  a 
business  in  soft  soap  and  tobacco,  and  among  the  treasured 
mementoes  of  the  past  in  Mr.  Drummond's  possession  are 
two  discharged  accounts  dated  1804.  From  these  we 
learn  that  tobacco  cost  Zs.  per  lb.,  and  soft  soap  Id. 
per  lb.  Although  the  shop  has  not  been  closed  for  a 
whole  day  it  was  quite  a  frequent  occurrence  for  Mr. 
Walker  to  close  of  an  afternoon  and  betake  himself  to 
his  garden,  and  the  customers  were  informed  of  his 
absence  and  the  intended  hour  of  his  return  by  a  ticket 
attached  to  the  door.  During  those  119  years  the  busi- 
ness has  only  changed  names  three  times — a  fact  due  to 
the  uncommon  circumstance  of  its  having  been  at  one 
period  held  in  succession  by  three  brothers.  In  1898  Mr. 
Drummond  succeeded  Mr.  Murdoch,  who  had  been  associ- 
ated with  the  business  for  many  years. 

Medical  Attendance  in  the  Highlands. 
Since  July,  1902,  a  Departmental  Committee  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  been  inquiring  into  the  con- 
ditions of  Poor-law  medical  relief  in  Scotland.  The 
report  just  issued  shows  the  utter  inadequacy  of  medical 
■attendance  over  a  large  part  of  the  Highlands  and 
Islands.  The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  that  occur 
annually  in  the  Highlands  is  very  great.  In  Inverness- 
ehire  alone  in  1900  nearly  400  persons  died  and  were 
buried  without  having  been  seen  by  a  doctor.  During  ten 
years  3,967  inhabitants  of  the  county  died  under  similar 
conditions.  Out  of  a  total  of  4,998  deaths  in  1901  in  the 
rounties  of  Zetland.  Orkney,  Sutherland,  Ross,  and 
Argyll,  1,098,  or  22  per  cent.,  were  uncertified.  The 


cause  of  this,  the  report  explains,  is  the  poverty  of  the 
inhabitants  and  the  long  distances  at  which  so  many  small 
communities  are  situated  from  the  parish  doctor.  The 
parish  of  Loch  Broom,  covering  260,000  acres,  has  a 
population  of  3.200.  of  whom  200  are  paupers,  and  there 
is  only  one  medical  practitioner.  The  Committee  recog- 
nises the  genuineness  of  the  need  that  exists  "  for  a  more 
complete  system  of  medical  attendance  in  many  Highland 
and  Island  parishes."  It  is  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment grant  in  aid  of  medical  relief  to  the  poor  throughout 
Scotland  (which  is  only  20,000/.)  might  be  almost  doubled, 
and  thus  life  might  be  saved  and  unnecessary  suffering 
relieved. 

Wot  Retrospective. 
We  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  Cummings  Brothers,  Dundee, 
for  the  subjoined  copy  of  a  letter  which  Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson  has  received  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury in  regard  to  their  claim  for  repayment  of  a  fine 
imposed  for  the  sale  of  a  known,  admitted,  and  approved 
remedv  : 

Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall,  S.W. 
April  29,  1904. 

Dear  Robertson,— I  have  looked  into  the  matter  about 
which  you  wrote  me.  It  appears  that  thirteen  years  ago 
Messrs.  Cummings  disputed  a  claim  for  stamp-duty.  It 
was  open  to  them  to  test  the  validity  of  their  objection  by 
taking-  the  matter  into  court,  but  they  preferred  to  settle 
out  of  court  and  made  a  payment  of  10s.  They  now  desire 
this  sum  to  be  refunded  on  the  ground  that  someone  else 
has  now  obtained  a  judicial  decision  which  upsets  the 
interpretation  placed  upon  the  Stamp  Acts  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Revenue.  I  am  afraid  that  it.  is  impos- 
sible to  make  these  decisions  retrospective.  Sometimes  they 
tell  in  favour  of  the  Revenue,  and  sometimes  against  it ;  but 
it  would  be  intolerable  to  expose  the  Government  on  the 
one  hand,  or  private  persons  on  the  other,  to  heavy  and 
unexpected  demands  in  respect  of  transactions  long  past. 

I  regret,  therefore,  that  I  cannot  modify  the  decision 
conveyed  to  Messrs.  Cummings  in  the  letter  28282,  March  2, 
1904.  I  am,  yours  truly, 

Victor  Cavendish. 


Jficnch  IRcws. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Duty  on  Acetanilide. — The  French  Customs  Depart- 
ment have  issued  a  circular  to  the  effect  that  acetanilide, 
hitherto  classed  as  a  chemical  product  under  No.  282  of 
the  Tariff,  is  henceforth  to  be  dutiable  under  No.  280  (2) 
as  a  chemical  product  derived  from  the  distillation  of 
coal,  at  the  rate  of  15f.  per  1C0  kilos.  (6s.  Ojrf.  per  cwt.). 

M.  Berthelot,  the  famous  chemist,  is  among  the  con- 
tributors to  the  semi-autobiographical  article  on  the  "  Pre- 
cocity of  Genius"  which  recently  appeared  in  "La 
Revue."  While  admitting  that  he  took  a  high  place  in 
classes  when  at  school,  M.  Berthelot  considers  he  was 
in  no  way  a  prodigy.  Like  many  eminent  men,  he  inclines 
to  the  theory  that  "  genius  is  the  art  of  doing  our  best." 
thoroughly,  methodically,  and  persistently — at  least,  such 
was  the  impression  left  on  my  mind  by  a  conversation  I 
had  with  him  a  few  years  ago,  when  I  interviewed  him 
on  behalf  of  0 .  <£•  D.  readers. 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy. — M.  Leger,  last  year's 
President  of  this  Society,  and  Professor  Bourquelot,  the 
erudite  General  Secretary,  have  been  unanimously  elected 
honorary  members  of  the  LTnion  Pharmaceutique  des 
Flandres.  The  President  of  the  latter  body,  M.  Louis 
Gesche,  of  Gand,  has  informed  the  Paris  Society  of  the 
election,  at  the  same  time  intimating  that  it  is  intended  as 

'  a  means  of  perpetuating  the  Souvenir  of  the  Centenary 
Celebration  held  in  Paris  last  October  and  as  a  special 

'  mark  of  sympathy.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  it 
was  also  mentioned  by  the  General  Secretary  that  the  name 
of  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe  had  been  inadvertently  omitted 

I  from   the    last-published   list   of    foreign  corresponding 
members,  but  it  will  be  included  in  the  next  list.  Conse- 
quently there  are  only  seven,  instead  of  eight,  places 
vacant  in  this  section,  which  will  shortly  be  filled  up. 
Death  of  M.  Emile  Dtjclaux. — The  director  of  the 

I  Pasteur  Institute,  Paris,  M.  Emile  Duclaux,  died  suddenly 
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on  Tuesday  morning,  May  3.  He  was  sixty-four  years 
of  age,  and  French  science  loses  in  him  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  representatives.  Apart  from  his  scientific 
career,  Duclaux  will  long  be  remembered  for  the  important 
part  he  played  in  the  Dreyfus  affair.  With  characteristic 
thoroughness  he  gave  up  practically  all  his  scientific  work 
in  1898  and  threw  himself  into  the  bitter  polemic  that  was 
raging,  taking  the  side  of  the  convicted  army  captain. 
Nearly  two  years  ago  he  was  taken  seriously  ill,  and 
although  he  recovered  sufficiently  to  return  to  his  scien- 
tific work  he  felt  that  his  full  power  of  recuperation  was 
gone;  an  over-strenuous  life  had  told  its  tale.  Three 
years  ago  he  married  an  English  lady,  who,  under  her 
maiden  name  of  Miss  Mary  Robinson,  has  attained  to  some 
fame  as  an  authoress.  He  leaves  two-  sons,  the  issue  of  a 
first  marriage. 


Canadian  IKlotes. 

(From  our  own  Correspondent.) 


Pharmacy  in  Quebec. — The  Spring  examinations  have 
just  been  held  at  Montreal.  There  were  fifty-six  candi- 
dates— thirty-six  for  the  Minor  and  twenty  for  the  Major. 
Eight  passed  the  Major  and  fifteen  the  Minor,  as  follows  : 

Major  Examination,  qualifying  as  Licentiates  in  Phar- 
macy (in  order  of  merit). — A.  R.  Stewart,  J.  P.  H.  Lalonde, 
A.  T.  Christie,  Hercule  Barre,  J.  V.  Murray,  Victor  Archam 
Vault,  J.  E.  Hillman,  and  C.  A.  Dechenes. 

Minor  Examination,  qualifying  as  Certified  Clerks  (in 
order  of  merit). — E.  J.  Emery  (silver  medal),  J.  P. 
Laroche,  Miss  Eleanor  Heeper,  Alf.  L.  Jolicoeur,  J.  Lewis 
Williams,  Felix  Paquette,  Kenneth  Chalmers,  Pierre 
Frechette,  George  Virolle,  L.  A.  Arcaud,  J.  L.  A.  Charette, 
J.  A.  Chevrier,  J.  J.  Moreau,  J.  B.  Contaut,  and  J.  B. 
D'Orvillier. 

Mr.  Stewart  (formerly  of  Hamilton,  N.B.)  is  a  Minor 
of  Great  Britain,  and  obtained  over  85  per  cent,  of  marks, 
securing  the  gold  medal.  The  examiners  were  Messrs. 
Alex.  B.  J.  Moore  (pharmacy),  R.  W.  Williams  (botany), 
H.  Guerin  (chemistry),  A.  E.  Duberger  (materia  medica), 
W.  H.  Chapman  (practical  chemistry),  and  E.  Giroux 
(dispensing). 

Toronto  has  been  visited  by  a  conflagration  which  has 
wiped  out  the  wholesale  business  portion  of  the  town. 
The  losses  are  now  estimated  to  aggregate  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  twelve  to  fifteen  million  dollars.  Fourteen 
acres  of  ground  has  been  absolutely  cleared  by  the  flames, 
and  110  buildings,  including  some  of  the  most  majestic 
commercial  structures  in  the  city,  destroyed.  Of  whole- 
sale firms,  222  are  practically  put  out  of  business,  and  6,000 
employes  are  thrown  out  of  employment  for  the  time 
being.  The  fire  commenced  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening 
of  April  19,  and  raged  until  about  four  the  next  morning, 
when  the  efforts  of  the  firemen  and  the  fact  that  the  fire 
had  largely  exhausted  itself  began  to  tell,  and  by  7  a.m. 
the  flames  were  under  control.  Messrs.  Evans  &  Sons' 
premises,  situated  on  Front  Street,  were  completely  wiped 
out,  the  Toronto  Pharmacal  Company  also;  while  Messrs. 
Scott  &  Bowne's  cod-liver  oil  establishment  shared  the 
same  fate.  Many  extraordinary  scenes  were  witnessed 
during  the  course  of  the  fire,  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
it  devoured  building  after  building  seemed  to  baffle  all 
the  efforts  of  the  fire-brigade.  Help  was  sent  from  Buf- 
falo, Niagara,  Hamilton  and  London,  but  the  fierce  wind 
which  was  raging  seemed  to  throw  the  efforts  of  the 
fire-brigades  entirely  on  one  side  for  a  long  time.  The 
gas-mains  in  many  instances  were  broken  inside  the  burn- 
ing buildings,  and  this  contributed  very  much  indeed  to 
the  general  conflagration.  The  Toronto  merchants  are 
facing  their  difficulties  bravely,  and  are  taking  steps  to 
resume  business. 


The  Oxlip  is  a  curiously  local  flower.  Essex  is  the  county 
which  it  most  affects,  and  it  is  said  that  there  are  places 
where  it  grows  almost  up  to  the  border  of  Hertfordshire, 
but  will  not  cross  it.  In  the  same  way  the  cowslip  was 
formerly  not  known  in  Devon.  But  lately  it  has  crossed  the 
little  river  Yarty,  which  divides  the  cream  county  from 
Somerset. 


Messrs.  Headlands  have  transferred  their  business 
from  No.  90  to  No.  140a  Western  Road,  Brighton. 

Mr.  Alfred  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
Cash  Drug-store  at  130  Islingwood  Road,  Brighton. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Tanner,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Griffin  at  13  The  Parade,  Ching- 
ford. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Sage,  chemist  and  druggist,  Burton-on-Trent, 
has  bought  the  business  of  Mr.  S.  Arthur,  chemist  and 
druggist,  at  Lostwithiel,  Cornwall. 

Mr.  F.  C.  Hellett,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lewes  Road, 
Brighton,  has  taken  over  Mr.  A.  Consan's  business  at 
Islingwood  Road,  Brighton,  as  a  branch. 

Mr.  B.  Webster,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
East  Finchley,  has  purchased  the  business  of  the  late  Mr. 
W.  Thomas,  at  105  and  107  Talbot  Road,  Bayswater. 

The  old-established  business  of  the  late  Mr.  George 
Sharpies,  chemist  and  druggist,  Fishergate,  Preston,  has- 
been  disposed  of  by  his  executor  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Johnson, 
the  late  manager. 

Mr.  Victor  J.  Woolls,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Cecil 
Square,  Margate,  has  purchased  Mr.  Walton's  business  at 
1  Alexandra  Terrace,  South  Margate.  This  makes  five 
businesses  that  Mr.  Woolls  has  in  the  district. 

Mr.  Herbert  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  for 
three  years  managed  the  branch  business  of  Mr.  C.  J. 
Wathes,  chemist  and  druggist,  at  Long  Eaton,  Sandiacre, 
has  been  taken  into  partnership  by  Mr.  Wathes. 

Mr.  B.  Bickley,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  opened  a 
business  in  Scotland  Street,  Ellesmere,  Salop,  the  shop 
having  been  fitted  throughout  by  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool  and  London. 

Messrs.  Badham  &  Sloman,  chemists,  have  opened  new 
premises  at  254  and  256  Higher  Union  Street,  Torquay. 
The  interior,  shopfittings,  &c,  were  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited),  Liverpool  ancS 
London. 

Messrs.  F.  Smielovvski,  H.  Hansen,  and  M.  Blessin, 
who  have  been  with  Messrs.  P.  Beiersdorf  &  Co.,  manu- 
facturing chemists  and  plaster  manufacturers,  Hamburg, 
for  many  years,  have  been  granted  joint  power  of  attorney 
in  that  firm. 

Mr.  C.  Brown,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  161  Bury 
New  Road,  Manchester,  has  purchased  the  old-established 
business  at  89  Bury  New  Road,  carried  on  by  Mr.  Roy, 
and  previously  by  Mr.  Hatch.  The  whole  of  the  stock 
and  books  will  be  transferred  to  161  Bury  New  Road. 

The  Partnership  between  H.  R.  Brown  and  F.  A. 
Gould,  carrying  on  business  as  "Brown,  Gould  &  Co.," 
advertising  agents  and  contractors,  at  52-54  New  Oxford 
Street,  W.C.,  has  been  dissolved,  and  the  general  ad- 
vertising department  of  the  business  will  in  future  be 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Frank  A.  Gould,  trading  as  "Frank 
A.  Gould  &  Co." 

.  Mr.  S.  E.  D.  Treadwell  has  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  W.  F.  Hemens,  Graaff  Reinet,  C.C.,  and  the  firm 
have  opened  a  new  pharmacy,  with  complete  up-to-date 
stock  and  fittings,  under  the  style  of  the  "  Midland  Drug- 
stores." Mr.  Treadwell  was  for  over  ten  years  on  the 
staff  of  the  Somerset  Hospital,  Cape  Town,  and  his  many 
friends,  both  in  England  and  in  South  Africa,  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  that  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  successful 
future  for  the  firm. 


U.S.A.  Patent  Law. — Representative  Mann,  of  Illi- 
nois, has  introduced  into  Congress  a  Bill  dealing  with 
patents.  The  Bill  provides  that  a  patent  shall  not  be 
granted  on  any  drug  or  other  medicinal  preparation,  but 
only  for  the  process  of  manufacture.  It  also  provides  that 
no  more  advantageous  patent-rights  shall  be  granted  in  the 
United  States  to  a  foreigner  than,  is  granted  in  foreign 
I  countries  to  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  last  meeting  of  the  present  Council,  on  Wednesday, 
was  somewhat  tame,  but  was  enlivened  by  an  inquiry 
for  a  report  from  the  Dispensing  Committee,  which  has  not 
met  for  some  years  and  seems  to  have  been  lost.  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  protested  against  voting  money  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Finance  Committee  for  a  "Com- 
pendium "  the  scope  of  which  nobody  seems  to  know  or 
at  least  seems  inclined  to  disclose.  A  goodly  list  of  special 
donations  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  was  again  announced 
and  67/.  was  given  in  casual  grants.  On  the  report  of  the 
•examinations  recently  held  a  question  was  asked  as  to  the 
number  of  examiners  required  in  Scotland  for  the  three 
Major  candidates.  The  number  required  is  the  same  as 
as  needed  for  the  thirty-three  candidates  in  London,  was 
the  answer  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  obtained.  Mr.  W.  A.  Wat- 
mough  was  awarded  the  Pereira  medal,  and  the  Council 
prizes — silver  and  bronze  medals — were  won  by  Mr. 
F.  G.  C.  Walker  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Kirby.  The  honorary 
and  corresponding  members  mentioned  last  month  were 
■duly  elected.  The  annual  report  of  the  North  British 
Branch  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the 
(minutes,  and  the  Council  finally  went  into  committee  to 
settle  certain  details  in  the  annual  report,  the  finished 
■document  being  given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


At  the  Council-meeting  held  on  May  4,  at  16  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  there  were  present  the  President  (Mr.  S.  R. 
Atkins),  Vice-President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen),  Treasurer  (Mr. 
Walter  Hills),  and  Messrs.  Cooper,  Corder,  Cross,  Currie, 
Gifford,  Glyn-Jones,  Harrington,  Harrison,  Newsholme, 
Park,  Robinson,  Symes,  Wootton,  and  Young. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  taken  as  read 
and  were  confirmed. 

Elections. 

A  number  of  members  and  student-associates  were 
•elected,  137  members  restored  to  the  Society,  and  four 
persons  restored  to  the  register. 

Fifteen  pharmaceutical  chemists  were  granted  diplomas, 
amongst  them,  the  President  remarking,  being  three 
tadies. 

Finance. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  next  sub- 
mitted, showing  a  balance  on  the  General  Fund  accou.it  of 
3,000/.  7s.  5d.,  and  recommending  for  payment  accounts 
amounting  to  2,176?.  5s.,  made  up  as  follows  : 

£  s.  a. 

On  behalf  of  the  Journal    422  15  6 

School,  &c.  ...    526   2  0 

House    88   3  10 

Law  Charges    16    3  0 

Stationery,  &c   36    7  9 

Salaries,  &c   186   5  0 

Current  Expenses    600    0  0 

Museum  and  Library                     ...  15  0 

Compendium    14  19  8 

"P.  J.  Formulary  "    119  9 

Taxes    272  13  6 

The  balances  on  the  Benevolent  Fund  current  account, 
Donation  account,  and  Orphan  Fund  were  returned  as 
1,125/.  13s.  3d.,  245,'.  18s.  6d.,  and  95/.  6s.  3d.  respec- 
tively. 

The  committee  recommended  that  a  quarterly  checking  of 
the  Society's  books  of  account  be  made  by  Mr.  A.  G. 
Warren,  the  chartered  accountant  who  now  certifies  the 
balance-sheet  to  the  auditors. 

Mr.  Robinson,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  receipts  were  normal.  He  mentioned  that  the 
"Formulary"  was  doing  well,  and  that  the  recommenda- 
tion for  a  quarterly  checking  of  the  accounts  was  so  that 


they  could  be  better  done  than  they  could  be  if  left  for  the 
annual  checking.  Mr.  Robinson  added  that  there  is  no 
complaint  about  the  way  the  accounts  are  kept — they  are 
kept  in  an  admirable  manner. 

The  President  :  Yes,  I  quite  understand  that  the  recom- 
mendation is  no  reflection  on  us. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  a  question  as  to  the  item  of 
14/.  19s.  8d.  on  behalf  of  the  "Compendium."  There  was 
a  similar  amount  last  month,  and  altogether  about  50/. 
seems  to  have  been  spent. 

Mr.  Robinson  :  I  shall  require  notice  before  I  can 
answer  that,  as  I  do  not  carry  the  items  in  my  mind. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  it  was  quite  clear  that  a  good  deal 
of  work  is  going  on,  judging  from  the  amounts  that  have 
been  voted  towards  the  "  Compendium."  He,  however, 
felt  he  could  not  vote  for  the  expenditure  of  money  in  the 
absence  of  any  report  from  a  committee. 

The  President  :  I  much  regi'et  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
"Compendium"  Committee  is  not  here:  he  may  arrive 
before  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  I  do  not  intend  moving  a  motion  on 
the  subject,  as  previous  experience  has  shown  me  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  carry  the  Council  with  me  on  this  question. 
I,  however,  take  this  method  of  making  a  protest  against 
spending  money  to  some  extent  in  the  dark. 

The  report  was  adopted,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  alone  voting 
against  it. 

Benevolence. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  received  the 
following  special  subscriptions  for  the  Benevolent  Fund  : 


Chemists'  Ball   

"  Peccavi  " 

Pharmacy  Club   

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association 

Brighton  Association 

Mr.  Gibson,  Brighton   


£  s.  d. 

15  15  0 

15  0  0 

10  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  9  0 

10  0  0 


Mr.  Robinson  interposed  with  the  remark  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  these  subscriptions — they  were  not  before  the 
committee.  He  was,  however,  delighted  to  hear  that  the 
money  had  been  received. 

The  Secretary  said  he  merely  mentioned  the  matter  as 
a  piece  of  information  which  he  thought  the  Council  would 
be  glad  to  hear.  It  is  usual  to  mention  special  donations 
at  the  Council-meetings. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  his  only  object  was  to  insist  that 
financial  matters  should  be  under  control  of  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  The  matter  seems  one  rather  for  the 
Benevolent  Fund  Committee. 

The  President  expressed  the  gratitude  of  the  Council 
to  the  various  contributors  to  the  fund. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  then 
taken  in  committee,  after  which 

The  Vice-President  moved  that  grants — four  of  13/., 
one  of  10/.,  and  one  of  5/. — be  made  to  deserving  appli- 
cants. The  Vice-President  took  the  opportunity  of  mention- 
ing the  case  of  Florence  May  Stevenson,  who  is  seeking 
admission  to  the  London  Orphan  Asylum,  Watford.  The 
little  girl  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  James  Stevenson, 
chemist,  of  Bayswater,  who  died  last  November,  leaving 
a  widow  and  four  children  unprovided  lor.  The  orphan 
for  whom  votes  and  interest  are  asked  is  ten  years  of 
age,  and  therefore  it  is  a  last-time  case,  and  on  this 
account  more  urgent. 

The  President  said  he  knew  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
knew  it  to  be  a  very  deserving  and  urgent  case.  If  those 
chemists  who  have  votes  or  influence  will  use  them  to  get 
this  girl  elected,  a  very  great  boon  will  be  conferred  on 
the  family. 

The  report  and  recommendations  of  the  committee  were 
adopted. 

Library  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House 
Committee  was  then  taken.  This  report  recommended  that 
honoraria  be  given  to  Mr.  Cart  and  Mr.  Wallis  for  extra 
work  done  in  consequence  of  there  being  a  vacancy  in  the 
staff  of  school  demonstrators,  and  that  Mr.  F.  G.  C. 
Walker  be  appointed  demonstrator  until  the  end  of  the 
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session.  Professor  Wynne  reported  that  the  Burroughs 
scholar  is  now  working  in  the  pharmacy  laboratory.  The 
Thames  Valley  Association  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  the  Orange  River  Colony  received  free  copies  of  the 
Society's  "  Calendar."  Messrs.  Parkinson's  account  for 
36?.  19s.  Id.  was  approved  of.  In  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  delegate  to  the  Congress  of  the  Royal  Institute 
of  Public  Health,  Mr.  John  Knight,  the  divisional  secre- 
tary at  Folkestone,  is  to  be  asked  to  represent  the  Society. 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  went  over  some  of  the  items,  none  of  them  being, 
as  he  expressed  it,  of  importance. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Examination  Report. 

The  report  on  the  April  examinations  showed  that  for 
the  Major  there  were  thirty-three  candidates  in  London 
and  three  in  Edinburgh,  the  passes  being  fourteen  and  one 
respectively.  For  the  Minor  there  were  279  and  155  can- 
didates, the  passes  being  114  in  London  and  fifty-one  in 
Edinburgh.  One  candidate  was  examined  for  the  Modi- 
fied examination  in  Edinburgh,  and  passed.  Certificates 
by  approved  bodies  were  received  from  ninety-one  persons  ' 
desirous  of  registration  as  apprentices  or  students. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  how  many  examiners  were  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  three  Major  candidates  in  Edinburgh. 

The  President  :  The  same  staff  is  required  for  a  few 
candidates  as  for  many. 

The  Secretary  :  The  number  of  candidates  in  Edin- 
burgh was  rather  larger  than  usual,  but  the  same  staff  is 
needed  to  examine  them  as  for  the  thirty-three  candidates 
here. 

Dr.  Symes  :  I  notice  there  is  a  larger  percentage  of 
passes  than  usual,  which  is  a  matter  of  congratulation. 

The  President  :  It  was  a  pleasure  to  those  who  pre- 
sided at  the  examinations  to  note  the  increased  number 
who  passed. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Gulliver  and  Mr.  Pinches  were  appointed 
examiners  for  the  Jacob  Bell  and  Manchester  scholarship 
examinations  in  June. 

Professor  Smithells  Resigns. 
The  President  said  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
Professor  Smithells,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  England,  tendering  his  resignation.  The 
letter  stated  that  he  asked  to  be  relieved  of  his  duties  with 
great  reluctance,  but  that  a  variety  of  circumstances  which 
he  could  not  forsee  at  the  time  he  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment made  it  no  longer  possible  for  him  to  spare  the  time 
the  duties  required.  His  work  in  connection  with  the 
Leeds  University  had  increased  and  now  occupies  his  time 
not  only  during  term,  but  also  in  the  vacation.  He 
thanked  the  Society  for  the  splendid  experience  he  had  j 
had.  and  ended  by  saying  that  he  would  always  retain 
his  interest  in  pharmaceutical  education. 

The  President  said  he  counted  it  an  honour  to  have 
enjoyed  the  friendship  of  such  a  very  excellent  examiner 
as  Professor  Smithells.  Letters  he  (the  President)  had 
received  from  him  were  models  of  courtesy  and  good  sense. 
In  one  of  these  letters  Professor  Smithells  expressed  his 
pleasure  in  being  associated  with  the  Society  and  the 
Board  of  Examiners  The  President  suggested  that  the  j 
question  of  filling  the  vacancy  be  referred  to  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  for  inquiries  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Newsholme  said  that  Professor  Smithells  was 
appointed  an  examiner  during  his  (the  speaker's)  presi- 
dency. He  felt  that  Professor  Smithells  had  rendered 
distinct  service  to  the  Society  by  allowing  himself  to  be 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  It  was 
greatly  due  to  Professor  Smithells  that  Leeds  had  obtained 
its  University  charter. 

A  resolution  recording  the  regret  of  the  Council  at 
Professor  Smithells'  retirement  was  unanimously  carried. 

The  Pereira  Medal. 

The  report  of  the  examiners  (Professors  Harvey  Gibson 
and  Jackson  and  Mr.  Wright)  on  the  examinations  for  the 
Pereira  medal  and  Council  prizes  then  came  before  the 
Council.  It  was  recommended  that  the  Pereira  medal  be 
awarded  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Watmough.  the  Council  silver 
medal  to  Mr.  F.  G.  C.  Walker,  and  the  bronze  medal  to 
Mr.  F.  B.  Kirby. 


The  examiners  were  also  thanked  for  conducting  the- 
examination. 

The  Secretary  mentioned  that  ^  Roumanian  certificate 
had  been  presented  for  acceptance  as  evidence  of  pre- 
liminary knowledge,  and  as  it  was  similar  to  one  accepted 
by  the  Board  of  Examiners  on  a  previous  occasion  the- 
formal  consent  only  of  the  Council  was  required. 

Mr.  Robinson  :  Is  the  certificate  in  due  order  ? 

The  Secretary  :  Quite. 

The  President  :  It  is  an  exceptionally  good  certificate. 

N.  B.  Branch  Report. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British 
Branch  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  on  the 
minutes.  The  report  was  a  resume  of  the  work  of  the 
Executive  of  the  Branch  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Newsholme  referred  to  a  paragraph  about  local 
organisation,  saying  that  the  work  was  very  well  done  in 
Scotland  by  the  Assistant-Secretary.  If  information  was 
wanted  it  could  be  produced  in  a  few  hours. 

The  Treasurer  said  the  thanks  of  the  Council  were  due 
for  the  careful  way  the  Executive  looks  after  the  Society's 
interests  on  the  north  of  the  Tweed.  The  report  ha 
considered  of  considerable  interest,  especially  the  part 
which  referred  to  University  education. 

Honorary  Members. 

The  President  then  proposed  that  Professor  Bourque- 
lot,  Sir  H.  Littlejohn,  and  Dr.  J.  Wilson  Swan  be  elected 
honorary  members  of  the  Society.  Professor  Bourquelot 
is  professor  of  galenical  pharmacy  at  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy,  a  member  of  the  committee  for  the  revision 
of  the  Codex,  and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Inter- 
national Standards  for  Potent  Drugs  Committee.  He  had 
also  done  some  original  work  in  re^ar  I  to  the  chemistry 
of  mushrooms.  The  President  added  that  he  saw  a  good 
deal  of  Professor  Bourquelot  last  October  during  his  visit 
to  Paris,  and  was  impressed  with  his  personality  and 
attainments.  Sir  H.  Littlejohn  is  professor  of  forensic 
medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  and  a  well- 
known  authority  on  legal  medicine  and  public  health.  Dr. 
J.  W.  Swan  is  the  inventor  of  the  incandescent  lamp  and 
invented  the  carbon  process. 

The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously. 

Corresponding  Members. 

Professor  E.  Perrot,  Professor  H.  Beckurts.  Professor 
L.  Hartwich,  Mr.  S.  T.  Dunn,  and  Dr.  G.  W.  Parker 
were  next  elected  corresponding  members,  the  President 
remarking  that  two  of  these  gentlemen  were  already 
doing  valuable  service  to  the  Society. 

Divisional  Secretary. 
Mr.  Richard  Johnson  was  elected  Divisional  Secretary, 
for  the  Parliamentary  division  of  Leeds,  W. 

A  Lost  Committee. 

Mr.  Wootton  said  he  wished  to  ask  whether  any  report 
may  be  expected  from  the  Dispensers  Committee.  This 
committee  was  appointed  some  three  and  a  half  years  ago. 
to  inquire  what  proportion  of  the  dispensers  employed  in 
public  institutions  is  qualified.  Two  years  ago  an  incom- 
plete report  was  published,  and  the  committee  has  twice 
been  re-appointed. 

The  President  :  In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of 
that  committee  I  have  no  information  to  give.  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  report  is  imminent. 

Mr.  Wootton  :  The  President  of  the  Society  was  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee  on  its  appointment;  at  thai 
time  it  was  Mr.  Newsholme. 

Mr.  Newsholme  :  The  Vice-President  was  Chairman,  L 

Mr.  Wootton  :  Mr.  Carteighe  was  only  added  to  the 
committee  at  a  later  stage. 

Mr.  Robinson  :  The  notice  was  put  on  the  agenda,  is  no 
information  forthcoming? 

The  Vice-President  :  I  was  Chairman  of  the  old  com- 
mittee, but  since  last  appointed  the  committee  has  not 

The  President  :  The  last  meeting  was  in  March,  1902: 
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_  Mr.  Wootton  :  The  committee  has  been  appointed  twice 
since  then. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  work  of  the  committee  was  finished 

The  Treasurer  :  Can't  the  Secretary  give  the  infor- 
■{nation  : 

The  Secretary  read  out  the  list  of  members 
Mr.  Wootton  :  Is  this  the -end  of  the  committee  '  When 
it  was  appointed  there  was  much  discussion,  and  the 
matter  was  considered  urgent,  The  committee  was  to 
inquire  as  to  how  dispensing  was  conducted  in  public  dis- 
pensaries, asylums,  and  elsewhere. 
Mr.  Harrison  :  And  in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Park  :  Yes,  I  got  some  information  on  that  part  of 
the  inquiry.  1 

Mr.  Wootton,  continuing,  said  the  interim  report  was 
of  much  interest,  but  the  committee  seems  to  have 
wopped  out  of  existence.  He  remembered  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  matter  a  year  ago,  as  he  received  some  letters 
on  the  subject.  Someone  ought  surely  to  be  responsible 
tor  the  matter. 

The  Vice-President  :  I  will  be  entirely  responsible  for 
the  delinquencies  of  the  committee,  but  what  a  pity  Mr 
Wootton  did  not  put  the  correspondence  he  speaks  of  in 
'the  hands  of  the  office!  I  spent  some  two  or  three  days 
with  Air.  Chater  going  through  the  records,  and  the  result 
was  that  we  were  able  to  report  that  dispensing  is  carried 
on  in  public  institutions  in  a  thoroughly  satisfactory 
manner,  fcothng  has  come  into  the  office  to  necessitate 
the  committee  meeting. 

Mr.  Wootton  :  Why  was  the  committee  reappointed  ? 

The  Vice-President  i  In  case  anything  came  that  could 
'be  dealt  with  by  such  a  committee. 

Mr  Wootton  said  he  must  ask  attention  to  his  com- 
plaint, Ihe  report  presented  some  two  years  ago  was 
distinctly  spoken  of  as  an  interim  report.  He  asked  de- 
'femtely  on  two  occasions  for  information,  and  was  told 
the  committee  would  consider  the  matter.  Correspondents 
had  asked  him  to  raise  this  question  before  the  Council 
and  his  (the  speaker's)  interests  were  roused  by  an  inter- 
view with  a  committee  of  the  Public  Dispensers'  Associa- 
tion He  felt  that  they  were  not  being  treated  quite 
fairly.  ' 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  he  could  not  allow  the  Vice- 
President  to  accept  all  the  responsibility  for  the  committee 
not  meeting.  He  (the  speaker),  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  as  much  responsible.  The  interim  report  was 
a  surprise,  as  he  did  not  expect  to  find  anything  like  so 
good  a  condition  of  affairs  as  was  there  shown.  The 
reason  the  committee  has  not  met  is  the  fact  that  the 
system  of  committees  is  not  running  as  it  should  do.  The 
Vice-President  should  not  have  been  saddled  with  the 
chairmanship,  as  he  already  had  as  much  to  do  as  he 
■could  get  through.  The  chairmanships  of  committees 
•should  be  more  evenly  distributed  amongst  the  members 
•of  the  Council.  If  anything  of  importance  had  happened 
the  committee  would  doubtless  have  been  called  together, 
and  the  fact  that  no  question  has  been  asked  on  the  matter 
for  twelve  months  shows  that  the  subject  is  not  one  of 
pressing  importance. 

Mr.  Robinson  said  he  imagined  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  call  together  the  committee  for  the  first  time, 
as  there  was  no  chairman  to  take  the  initiative.  It  is  not 
-specifically  laid  down  in  the  standing  orders,  but  it  is  the 
usual  course.  Afterwards  the  Chairman  would  consult 
with  the  Secretary  as  to  the  future  meetings. 

Mr.  Gifford  said  his  impression  was  that  the  labours  of 
the  committee  were  completed.  He  remembered  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  expressing  surprise  at  the  satisfactory  state  of 
•things  revealed  by  the  report. 

Mr.  Cross  was  surprised  that  the  interim  report  was 
considered  satisfactory.  He  felt  deeply  that  with  such  a 
number  of  qualified  men  all  over  the  country  it  was  a 
scandal  to  the  Society  that  so  many  unqualified  men  should 
be  engaged  in  dispensing  for  public  bodies.  He  hoped 
sthat  the  committee  would  be  reappointed  next  month  and 
get  to  work  again. 

Mr.  Harrison  suggested  that  when  the  committee  is  re- 
appointed a  proviso  should  be  added  that  a  report  be 
presented  in  three  months. 

Mr.  Young  said  the  discussion  showed  the  folly  of 


electing  a  committee  when  its  functions  had  practically 
ceased.  J 

Mr.  Newsholme  said  that  in  a  body  with  which  he  was 
connected  one  of  the  rules  was  that  all  committees  meet 
within  fourteen  days  of  their  appointment. 

The  Treasurer  remarked  that  that  must  be  a  local  body 
because  such  a  rule  would  not  work  in  the  case  of  a  body 
whose  members  lived  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
Council  are  not  quite  used  to  the  new  committee  arrange- 
ments, but  he  thought  there  would  be  an  improvement  in 
the  future. 

Absentees. 

^  The  President  referred  to  the  absence  of  Mr. 
Carteighe.  whom  he  had  hoped  would  be  able  to  be  present. 
The  members  knew  Mr.  Carteighe's  devotion  to  public 
business,  and  would  be  sorry  he  was  not  well  enough  to 
be  with  them.  Mr.  Campkin,  who  was  engaged  on  an 
important  committee  in  Cambridge,  was  present  the  day 
before  and  had  moreover  sent  in  a  letter  his  views  on  a 
question  of  public  policy  which  would  be  considered  at  a 
later  stage  of  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Storrar  was  also  too 
unwell  to  be  present. 

Correspondence. 

A  resolution  was  received  from  the  Bath  Chemists' 
Association  urging  the  Council  to  accept  no  compromise 
on  Clause  7  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  resolution  passed  at  a  private  conference  of  the 
North  British  Branch  was  also  received  (see  C.  <£•  D., 
April  30,  page  709).  and  the  Council  were  asked  to  take 
into  consideration  the  concessions  recently  granted  by  the 
Inland  Revenue  authorities  to  limited  companies. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  what  was  the  Somerset  House 
matter  referred  to  ? 

The  Secretary  read  the  letter,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  privileges  granted  to  persons  who  had  been  appren- 
ticed to  medical  practitioners  and  chemists  and  druggists 
was  referred  to  and  "the  further  privileges  mentioned  in 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  April  23." 

Part  of  the  letter  is  to  be  considered  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  and  the  rest  by  the  General  Purposes 
Committee. 

This  concluded  the  public  business. 


SIXTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Examinations. — A  further  increase  in  the  number  of  can- 
didates for  the  qualifying  examination  is  noticeable  in  tho 
record  for  1903 ;  the  presentations  reaching  1,676,  or  127 
more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  197  more  than  in  1901. 
The  percentage  of  rejections  has  fallen  to  68.73,  and  there 
are  indications  in  recent  examinations  that  the  proportion 
of  failures  may  diminish  still  more.  For  the  Major  exam- 
ination there  were  72  candidates,  of  whom  44  passed.  The 
figures  for  the  preceding  year  are  95  candidates  and  45 
passes.  One  hundred  and  ninety-four  persons  have  been 
registered  as  "'apprentices  or  students,"  as  against  116  in 
1902. 

For  the  purpose  of  according  adequate  consideration  to 
the  many  important  questions  arising,  or  likely  to  arise, 
in  connection  with  the  examining  functions  of  the  Society, 
the  Council  has  appointed  a  committee  to  which  reports 
and  recommendations  from  the  Boards  of  Examiners  may 
be  remitted. 

Evening  Meetings. — The  session  which  terminated  in 
March  was  the  most  successful  in  point  of  attendance  and 
interest  that  has  been  held  for  many  years.  With  a  view 
to  encourage  the  conversational  and  informal  side  of  tho 
meetings,  the  Evening  Meetings  Committee  arranged  for 
the  exhibition  each  month  in  the  Examination-hall  of 
recent  notable  additions  to  the  Museum,  together  with  new 
pharmaceutical  or  scientific  books  and  publications,  as  well 
as  novel  appliances  and  apparatus  for  the  Pharmacy  or  the 
Laboratory.  These  arrangements,  with  certain  improve- 
ments in  minor  details,  appear  to  have  been  much  appre- 
ciated by  members  and  student-associates  of  the  Society, 
and  the  "meetings  are  now  recognised  as  affording  excellent 
opportunities  for  social  intercourse,  in  addition  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  pharmaceutical  papers.  The  Council  desires  to 
acknowledge  the  assistance  rendered  by  the  Secretary,  the 
School  staff,  the  Editor,  and  the  Curator  in  effecting  the 
changes  which  have  resulted  in  extending  the  usefulness 
of  the  evening  meetings.  The  following  papers  have  been 
contributed  during  the  session  :  "  Kino,"  by  Edmund 
White,  B.Sc;  "Assay  of  Crude  Cocaine,"  by  W.  Garsed; 
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"  Pharmacy  of  Chamomile  Flowers,"  by  Professor  Greenish; 
"The  Ash  of  Certain  Drugs,"  by  J.  C.  Umney;  "Some 
Spurious  Virginian  Prune  Barks,"  by  Horace  Finnemore, 
A.I.C. ;  "A  Supposed  Beilschmiedea  Bark,"  by  Elsie 
Hooper  (Burroughs  Scholar) ;  "  Distribution  of  Alkaloids  m 
Conium,"  "Disputed  Presence  of  a  Mydriatic  Alkaloid  in 
Lactuca  virosa,"  by  E.  H.  Farr  and  R.  Wright.  Mr.  H.  W. 
Everson,  of  Messrs.  Hopkin  &  Williams,  was  good  enough 
to  give  some  demonstrations  with  radium. 

In  Edinburgh  useful  contributions  have  been  read  by  W. 
Duncan,  D.  B.  Dott,  T.  Maben,  G.  Lunan,  G.  F.  Merson, 
Peter  Boa,  T.  S.  Barrie,  J.  C.  Umney  and  C.  T.  Bennett, 
M.  Meldrum,  Agnes  Borrowman,  W.  Lyon,  T.  Stephenson, 
Dr.  Dobbin,  J.  G.  Ferrier,  and  John  Lothian. 

An  afternoon  educational  meeting  was  held  in  January 
in  the  Lecture  Theatre,  and  an  interesting  and  valuable 
discussion  arose  upon  the  address  given  by  Professor  R.  B. 
Wild,  M.D.,  of  Victoria  University,  on  "  University  Educa- 
tion for  Pharmacists,"  and  the  subsequent  paper  on 
"Concurrent  Curricula"  by  Mr.  II.  Wippell  Gadd. 

The  School. — The  sixty-second  session  of  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  was  inaugurated  by  an  address  by  Dr.  J.  Wilson 
Swan,  F.R.S.,  and  its  course  has  been  marked  by  satisfac- 
tory progress  in  the  various  classes.  Several  alterations  and 
additions  making  for  increased  efficiency  have  been  made 
by  the  Council,  and  the  comfoi't  of  the  lady  students  has 
not  been  overlooked.  The  Professors  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmaceutics  report  that  during  the  year  the  scholars 
in  the  Research  Laboratory  have  done  valuable  work,  which 
has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  members  of  the  Society 
at  the  evening  meetings. 

Library  and  Museum. — The  Library  and  Museum  have 
been  carefully  developed  and  maintained  with  a  view  to 
afford  the  maximum  of  information  and  instruction  to 
members  and  student-associates.  The  attendance  has  been 
well  up  to  the  normal,  but,  what  is  perhaps  a  better 
criterion  of  value,  a  greater  degree  of  interest  has  been 
manifested  in  the  Society's  collections  by  the  persons  who 
have  the  right  to  make  use  of  them.  An  innovation  which 
appears  to  give  general  satisfaction  is  the  exhibition  of  a 
series  of  illustrative  cases  of  materia-medica  specimens, 
which  has  been  made  possible  by  re-arrangements  of  the 
contents  of  the  chemical  portion  of  the  Museum.  It  is 
hoped  that  during  the  ensuing  year  further  progress  may 
be  made  with  the  improvements  indicated.  A  descriptive 
list  of  donations  to  the  Museum  during  the  years  1895-1902 
has  been  compiled  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes,  the  Curator,  at 
the  request  of  the  Council,  and  was  printed  in  January  last. 
Copies  were  offered  to  members  gratis,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  the  whole  edition  was  distributed. 

Among  the  many  donations  for  which  the  Council  has 
to  acknowledge  indebtedness,  mention  must  be  made  of  a 
unique  collection  of  specimens  illustrating  Messrs.  R.  T. 
Baker  and  Smith's  recently  published  work  on  the  Aus- 
tralian Eucalypts.  The  collection  was  placed  at  the  service 
of  the  Society  by  Mr.  R.  T.  Baker — a  corresponding  mem- 
ber— and  contains  nearly  100  specimens  of  the  wood  and 
oil  of  eucalyptus  trees,  in  addition  to  over  100  herbarium 
specimens  of  the  related  plants. 

Legal. — Four  hundred  and  nine  cases  of  alleged  infringe- 
ment of  the  Pharmacy  Act  were  investigated  during  the 
past  year,  and  the  Registrar  was  compelled  to  institute 
proceedings  in  one  hundred  and  nine  instances.  Parti- 
culars of  these  cases,  together  with  a  record  of  the  result 
of  each,  were  presented  to  the  Council  at  the  February 
meeting,  and  are  published  in  the  "  Pharmaceutical 
Journal "  for  February  6,  page  151.  Attention  may  be 
directed,  by  way  of  illustrating  the  difficulties  of  adminis- 
tering the  statute,  to  the  case  at  Strathaven,  which  was 
summarily  dismissed  by  the  Sheriff,  who,  upon  the  principal 
witness  for  the  pursuer  very  properly  refusing  to  disclose 
the  identity  of  the  informant,  declined  to  hear  evidence  of 
the  alleged  offence.  In  two  other  cases  the  summonses 
could  not  be  served  upon  the  defendants,  and  the  salutary 
object  of  the  statute  was  frustrated  to  the  detriment  of 
public  safety.  As  a  preventive  of  these  by  no  means  in- 
frequent instances  of  contempt  of  statutory  obligations  the 
enactment  of  the  provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  would 
prove  of  considerable  service. 

Parliamentary. — The  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
which  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  at  the 
commencement  of  last  Session,  failed  to  reach  a  second 
reading.  Pursuant  to  the  determination  of  the  Council 
to  persist  in  their  efforts  to  educate  members  of  Parlia- 
ment in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  strengthening  the  law 
relating  to  the  sale  of  poison,  the  Bill  was  re-introduced  in 
February  last  through  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Lough,  M.P.,  who  had  kindly  taken  charge  of  the  1903  Bill. 
Mr.  Lough  is  supported  by  Mr.  Wanklvn,  Mr.  Remnant, 
Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  Mr.  John 
Burns,  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  Mr.  James  Reid,  Mr.  G.  McCrae, 
Sir  M.  M.  Bhownaggree,  Mr.  Tomkinson,  and  Mr.  Osmond 


Williams,  most  of  whom  allowed  their  names  to  appear  on 
the  back  of  the  Bill  of  last  Session.  The  only  alteration 
in  the  text  of  the  measure  to  distinguish  it  from  its  pre- 
decessor is  the  addition  of  a  clause  specifically  continuing 
the  reservation  of  certain  rights  granted  by  Section  16  of 
the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  and  by  the  amending  Act  of 
1869.  This  addition  was  made  in  deference  to  the  ex- 
pressed opinion  of  representatives  of  the  medical  profession 
and  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  that  such1 
a  saving  clause  appeared  to  be  necessary,  and  the  Council 
has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  both  the  professional 
bodies  alluded  to  are  now  favourably  disposed  towards  the 
Society's  Bill. 

The  opposition  to  the  legislative  proposals  of  the  Society 
has  crystallised  around  Clause  7  of  the  Bill,  which  is 
responsible  for  no  less  than  six  "blocking"  notices  placed 
upon  the  Journals  of  the  House  by  members  of  Parliament, 
who  appear  to  be  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  object 
the  Council  has  in  view.  The  Council  does  not  lose  hope 
that  it  may  succeed  in  better  informing  those  gentlemen, 
and  in  showing  them  the  inadequacy  of  trying  to  control 
the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  carried  on  by  an 
impersonal  company  without  touching  the  directors  of  such 
company.  Notwithstanding  the  antagonism  of  unqualified 
traders  which  might  be  expected,  it  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  record  a  large  body  of  parliamentary,  public,  and 
pharmaceutical  opinion  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  Council  desires  to  express  its  appreciation  of 
the  support  it  has  received  from  divisional  secretaries  and 
pharmaceutical  associations  throughout  the  country,  in  the 
direction  of  gradually  bringing  home  to  the  general  public 
the  deficiencies  in  the  existing  Acts,  which  were  passed  for 
common  protection  against  incompetence. 

The  Government  has  announced  its  intention  of  shortly 
introducing  a  Pharmacy  Bill  into  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  negotiations  between  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and 
the  Privy  Council  are  proceeding  in  the  hope  that  the 
wishes  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  pharmaceutical  legisla- 
tion may  be,  so  far  as  it  is  practicable,  embodied  in  the 
official  measure. 

"Journal." — The  official  organ  of  the  Society  has  been 
actively  developed  on  lines  which  have  been  found  to  bo 
generally  acceptable,  and  much  of  the  increased  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Society  is  attributable  to  the  feeling 
amongst  the  members  of  the  calling  that  the  "Journal" 
has  become  an  almost  indispensable  means  of  intercom- 
munication, and  a  valuable  medium  for  the  diffusion  of 
scientific  and  pharmaceutical  knowledge.  The  Editor  and 
his  staff  are  to  be  cordially  congratulated  on  the  work 
they  have  accomplished  during  the  past  year — the  first 
under  the  present  regime — and  the  Council  ventures  to  re- 
gard the  results  already  attained  through  its  Journal  Com- 
mittee as  a  favourable  indication  of  future  progress.  Acting 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Journal  Committee,  the 
Council  has  decided  to  conduct  the  publishing  and  adver- 
tising business  of  the  "  Journal "  in  connection  with  the 
editorial  department,  and  the  transfer  of  the  work  from 
the  present  publishing  offices  to  the  Society's  premises  will 
be  effected  at  the  end  of  June.  To  provide  accommodation 
for  adequately  dealing  with  the  production  and  issue  of 
the  "Journal"  under  the  new  conditions,  it  has  been  found 
necessary  to  utilise  the  house  in  Great  Russell  Street 
hitherto  occupied  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  necessary 
details  for  placing  the  space  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council 
have  now  been  arranged.  A  rent  allowance  has  been 
granted  to  the  Secretary  in  lieu  of  the  apartments  of 
which  the  Council  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  deprive  him. 

"P.J.F."— To  assist  registered  chemists  to  conform  to 
the  new  procedure  introduced  into  the  administration  of 
the  Stamp  Acts  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  as  a 
result  of  their  interpretation  of  recent  High  Court  decisions, 
the  Council  arranged  with  the  Editor  of  the  "Journal 
to  compile  a  collection  of  recipes  which  the  Board  would 
regard  as  "known,  admitted,  and  approved  ;  remedies, 
and  which  might  be  sold  unstamped  by  chemists.  The 
result  of  the  arrangement  is  the  "Pharmaceutical  Journal 
Formulary,"  upon  the  success  of  which  it  is  unnecessary 
to  dilate ;  but  it  is  perhaps  necessary  to  allude  to  the 
fact  that  the  cost  of  the  whole  issue  of  ,6,000  copies  has 
been  covered  by  the  sales,  despite  the  circumstance  that 
the  subscription-price  to  members  was  fixed  at  5s.  bd. 

The  cordial  thanks  of  the  Council  are  duo  to  Mr.  John 
Humphrey,  the  Editor,  for  the  exceptionally  useful  volume 
which  is  now  available  for  the  guidance  of  registered 
persons  through  the  intricacies  of  a  somewhat  P«pIe«nK 
statute,  and  fSr  the  unremitting  labour  which  he  bestowed 

UPABMiNl?x«-The  executive  work  of  the  Secretary 
and  Registrar  continues  to  expand  provision  now  being 
necessary  for  organisation  and  parliamentary  business  m 
addition  to  the  constantly  augmenting  bulk  of  purely 
routine  duties  involved  in  the  larger  number  of  subscribers 
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to  the  Society.  Due  attention  is  accorded  to  the  mis- 
leading statements  not  infrequently  circulated  in  the  public 
Press  on  pharmaceutical  subjects,  and  prompt  steps  are 
taken  to  counteract  the  statements  if  any  useful  purpose  can 
be  served  by  so  doing ;  in  fact,  a  system  is  gradually  being 
built  up  whereby  the  interests  of  Pharmacy  in  its  relations 
to  public  occurrences  may  be  properly  watched.  During 
the  present  session  it  has  been  necessary  to  write  to  several 
provincial  and  metropolitan  periodicals  correcting  false 
views  of  the  Society's  parliamentary  policy,  and  it  was 
also  deemed  desirable  to  cause  questions  to  be  asked  in  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  unqualified  dispen- 
sers in  public  institutions,  as  well  as  to  interview  members 
of  the  House  on  other  no  less  important  mattei's.  The 
Council  is  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  a  great  amount  of 
administrative  work  of  the  highest  value  to  pharmacists 
is  constantly  being  undertaken  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and 
although  such  services  are  unreported  and,  by  their  very 
nature,  are  not  susceptible  of  more  than  vague  indication. 
It  is  fitting  that  members  should  be  assured  in  the  annual 
report  that  the  organisation  of  the  department  charged 
with  the  general  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  body- 
corporate  is  fully  alive  to  its  growing  responsibilities,  and 
is  making  all  possible  provision  for  coping  with  the  de- 
mands which  from  the  present  outlook  may  be  expected. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  Members. — The  following 
distinguished  men,  who  have  attained  prominence  in  those 
departments  of  science  with  which  the  Society  is  most 
closely  concerned,  have  been  elected  Honorary  Members : 
Dr.  J.  Wil  son  Swan,  F.R.S.,  Sir  H.  Littlejohn,  M.D.,  and 
Professor  E.  Bourquelot.  Professor  E.  Perrot,  Professor  H. 
Beckurts,  Professor  L.  Hartwich,  Mr.  S.  T.  Dunn,  and 
Dr.  G.  W.  Parker  were  elected  Corresponding  Members. 

Obituary. — The  following  members  have  died  during  the 
year :  W.  S.  Baxter,  Divisional  Secretary  for  Leeds,  S. ; 
John  Barclay,  B.Sc. ;  H.  Cryer,  Divisional  Secretary  for 
Islington,  N. ;  F.  Downing,  Divisional  Secretary  for  Laun- 
ceston;  A.  Kitchin  (Whitehaven);  R.  Llewellyn,  Divisional 
Secretary  for  Merthyr  Tydvil ;  W.  M.  Maxton,  Divisional 
Secretary  for  Kelso;  Barnard  S.  Proctor,  a  former  mem- 
ber of  Council  and  an  Examiner;  N.  Smith  (Cheltenham), 
a  Founder;  and  John  Taylor,  member  of  Council. 


N.  B.  BEANCH. 
Mr.  John  Lothian,  Glasgow,  sends  us  a  corrected  table 
of  the  proportions  of  citric  acid,  tartaric  acid,  and  sodium 
bicarbonate  in  the  B.P.  preparations  referred  to  in  his 
paper  before  the  N.  B.  Branch  on  April  22  (C.  &  D., 
April  30,  page  708).  The  figures  for  sodium  bicarbonate, 
reading  from  top  to  bottom  of  the  column,  should  be  2.83, 
2.83,  2.77,  2.77,  2.88,  2.80. 
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LONDON  SECTION. 

A MEETING  of  this  Section  was  held  at  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  on  May  2,  Mr.  W.  F.  Reid  in 
the  chair. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  it  is  intended  to  hold  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  London  in  1905.  It  was 
also  mentioned  that  Professor  A.  Liversidge  and  Mr. 
T.  U.  Walton,  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  N.S.W. 
Section,  were  present. 

Bismuth  in  Coiter. 

The  first  paper  was  one  by  Mr.  T.  C.  Cloud  on  the  de- 
termination of  minute  quantities  of  bismuth  in  copper  and 
copper  ores.  The  method  is  based  on  one  by  Abel  and 
Field,  who  in  1862  noticed  that  the  golden-coloured  scales 
of  lead  iodide  obtained  by  adding  potassium  iodide  to  a 
soluble  lead  salt  were  coloured  from  orange  to  crimson  in 
the  presence  of  bismuth.  The  colour  of  the  iodide  is 
better  seen  if  the  precipitate  is  re-dissolved  in  hydro- 
chloric acid  and  allowed  to  re-crystallise.  As  little  as 
0.005  gram  of  bismuth  in  the  lead  iodide  is  readily  dis- 
tinguishable by  the  tint  given  to  the  lead  iodide.  Mr. 
Cloud  has  used  the  method  for  the  last  fifteen  years  at 
the  Walarhoo  Copper-works  in  South  Australia,  the  solu- 
tions required  being  as  follows  : 

1.  Bismuth-nitrate  solution  (lc.c.  =  l-10  mgm.  Bi)  acidu- 
lated with  nitric  acid  to  prevent  the  salt  precipitating  on 
dilution  with  water. 


2.  Lead-nitrate  solution  prepared  by  dissolving  6  grams 
of  lead  in  nitric  acid,  evaporating  to  remove  excess  of  acid, 
and  dissolving  in  enough  water  to  make  1  litre. 

3.  Potassium  iodide  35  grams  in  water  4  litres. 

The  test  is  performed  in  Nessler  tubes.  A  definite 
quantity  of  lead  solution  is  taken  and  to  it  potassium-iodide 
solution  is  added.  The  colour  of  the  precipitate  obtained  in 
the  presence  of  bismuth  is  matched  by  running  known 
quantities  of  bismuth  solution  from  a  burette  into  the 
plain  lead-iodide  tube.  Mr.  Cloud  gave  the  details 
necessary  in  the  case  of  copper  ores,  the  copper  being  re- 
moved from  the  solution  by  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  In 
the  discussion  which  followed  doubts  were  expressed  as 
to  the  value  of  a  test  depending  on  variations  in  colour, 
the  speaker  mentioning  the  case  of  mercuric  iodide,  which 
precipitated  in  the  presence  of  gum  arabic  is  brilliant  red, 
and  in  the  presence  of  gelatin  yellow.  Mr.  Tyrer  said  he 
had  used  a  similar  method  for  detecting  lead  in  bismuth. 

Mr.  Cloud  also  read  a  paper  on  the  determination  of 
minute  quantities  of  arsenic  in  copper  ores  and  metal- 
lurgical products.  The  ore  to  be  examined  is  dissolved 
and  added  to  the  zinc  and  acid  in  a  Marsh's  apparatus,  the 
arseniuretted  hydrogen  reduced  to  metallic  arsenic  by 
heating  the  exit  tube,  and  the  tube  weighed  both  with  the 
deposit  of  arsenic  and  after  removing  the  arsenic  by  nitric 
acid. 

The  method  was  looked  upon  as  being  rather  too  rough 
for  the  detection  of  minute  quantities  of  arsenic,  but  Mr. 
Cloud  said  the  quantity  he  can  weigh  is  as  little  as  a  tenth 
of  a  milligram. 

Testing  of  Colloids. 

Professor  E.  J.  Mills  read  a  paper  by  himself  and  Mr. 
A.  Gray  on  the  testing  of  colloids.  This  was  a  physical 
method  of  comparing  various  colloids  from  the  elasticity  of 
threads  that  have  been  treated  with  the  colloids.  Com- 
paring potato  starch,  maize  starch  and  gum  arabic,  the 
factors  3,  4,  and  7  were  obtained,  representing  the  respec- 
tive stiffening  properties  of  these  three  colloids.  It  was 
mentioned  that  the  curve  obtained  from  percentages  of 
gum  arabic  is  not  straight  until  about  a  6-per-cent. 
solution  is  used.  Aluminium  wire,  it  was  suggested, 
might  be  found  an  improvement  on  thread.  Professor 
Mills  incidentally  mentioned  that  the  factors  obtained  for 
the  starches  and  gum  arabic  were  approximately  in  pro- 
portion to  the  price  of  the  articles,  but  it  was  pointed  out 
in  the  discussion  that  the  prices  of  maize  starch  and  gum 
arabic  were  influenced  by  "dumping"  and  the  state  of 
the  Soudan. 

Alcohol-lamps. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer  next  explained  the  working  of  a 
number  of  table-lamps  in  which  alcohol  was  used  as  the 
fuel  and  an  incandescent  mantle  as  the  light-giver.  The 
lamps,  lent  by  Mr.  Lorenz  and  Mr.  Flach,  were  those 
which  were  shown  at  the  Society  of  Arts  on  the  previous 
Wednesday  (C.  <b  D.,  April  30,  page  717).  Mr.  Tyrer 
mentioned  that  he  had  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Onslow 
(President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture)  on  the  previous 
Saturday,  and  his  Lordship  was  much  interested  to  hear 
of  the  uses  to  which  alcohol  could  be  put.  Lord  Onslow 
was  afraid,  however,  that  the  users  of  cheap  spirit  would 
drink  it,  but  Mr.  Tyrer  made  it  plain  that  that  danger 
was  non-existent.  Dr.  Dvorkovitch  protested  against 
popularising  alcohol  on  account  of  its  danger,  and  said  Mr. 
Tyrer  had  no  right  to  bring  up  such  subjects  before  the 
Society  without  notice.  The  Chairman  said  in  the  case 
of  an  alcohol-fire  water  could  be  used  as  an  extinguisher, 
which  was  not  the  case  with  petroleum  or  benzine ;  and 
Mr.  Tyrer  said  he  made  no  comparison  between  alcohol 
and  other  illuminants. 

The  Antiquity  of  Gunpowder. 

Mr.  Guttmann  showed  a  lantern-slide  of  an  illuminated 
MS.,  dated  1326,  wherein  the  uses  of  gunpowder  were 
described.  This  is  the  earliest  known  authentic  reference 
to  the  use  of  gunpowder  in  cannon.  Gunpowder  was  dis- 
covered between  1313  and  1325,  earlier  references  being  of 
very  doubtful  authenticity. 

This  concluded  the  meeting. 


During  1902,  79  tons  of  beeswax  were  exported  from  Tunis, 
i  against  64  tons  in  1901.    It  chiefly  went  to  France. 
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House  of  Lords. 

Service  of  Writ  out  of  Jurisdiction. 
Lords  Macnaghten  (presiding),  Davey,  James,  and 
Robertson,  sitting  at  St.  Stephen's  on  April  28  and  29, 
heard  counsel  in  the  appeal  of  the  Chemische  Fabrik 
vormals  Sandoz  in  Basle  v.  Badische  Anilin-  und  Soda- 
Fabrik.  The  question  was  whether  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal  should  stand,  allowing  a  writ  to  be 
served  on  the  appellants  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  on  the  allegation  that  the  appellants  were  infring- 
ing patents  of  the  respondents  by  selling  in  this  country 
certain  dyes  for  which  the  respondents  held  the  patents. 
The  appellants  denied  that  they  had  sold  any  of  the 
patented  dyes  in  this  country.  They  had  sent  samples  of 
their  dyes  by  post  to  certain  individuals  who  had  asked  for 
them,  but  posting  a  sample  of  dye  in  Basle  was  no 
infringement  of  an  English  patent.  All  contracts  made 
with  English  dyers  provided  that  delivery  should  be  to  the 
order  of  the  purchaser  at  Basle  or  some  other  place  out- 
side this  country.  Such  action,  the  appellants  contended, 
did  not  justify  service  of  a  writ  out  of  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Asquith,  K.C.,  addressed  their  Lordships  for  the 
appellants,  and  Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton,  K.C.,  followed  for 
the  respondents,  Mr.  Asquith  replying ;  after  which  Lord 
Macnaghten  intimated  that  their  Lordships  would  take 
time  to  consider  their  judgment. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Clarke's  Ammonia. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Friday,  April  29,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Joyce,  in  the  action  of  the  Sunbeam  Bleaching 
Company  (Limited)  v.  Clarke,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Younger,  K.C.,  to  commit  the  defendant  (Daniel  Clarke) 
lor  breach  of  the  injunction  granted  on  January  29  last 
by  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  restraining  him  from  carrying 
on  business  under  the  name  of  "  Clarke  &  Co."  as  a 
manufacturer  of  Clarke's  ammonia,  bleaching-powder,  &c, 
in  breach  of  the  covenant  which  he  entered  into  when  he 
sold  his  business  to  the  plaintiff  company  in  March,  1899. 
Mr.  Younger  stated  that  defendant  inserted  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  "Daily  Telegraph"  on  March  29  using  the 
name  of  Clarke,  mentioning  the  old  address  of  the  firm, 
and  giving  his  new  address.  He  had  also  written  a  letter 
in  which  he  used  the  name  Clarke  as  applied  to  ammonia. 
The  plaintiffs  submitted  that  this  was  a  breach  of  the 
order.  The  defendant  appeared  in  person,  and  said  the 
draft  order  of  the  Court  had  been  altered.  Mr.  Justice 
Joyce  said  he  could  only  look  at  the  order  as  finally  drawn 
up.  It  was  plain  that  defendant  had  disobeyed  that 
order,  and  if  defendant  did  not  obey  it  he  would  go  to 
prison.  Defendant  apologised  to  the  Court  if  he  had  done 
anything  wrong.  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  :  Are  you  going  to 
continue  to  do  it  ?  Defendant  :  Undoubtedly.  Mr. 
Justice  Joyce  :  I  will  postpone  the  motion  until  Tuesday 
in  order  that  you  may  think  the  matter  over.  In  my 
opinion  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  you  have  committed  a 
breach  of  the  order,  and  unless  you  on  Tuesday  take  a 
certain  course  I  shall  commit  you. 

On  Tuesday,  May  3,  the  case  again  came  before  the 
Court,  when  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  said  he  would  be  very 
reluctant  to  send  the  defendant  to  prison,  but  he  would 
have  the  order  obeyed. 

Mr.  Clarke  said  he  was  going  to  appeal  from  the  order, 
as  he  did  not  think  it  a  right  one  to  be  made.  There- 
fore he  asked  that  the  motion  might  stand  over.  Mr. 
Justice  Joyce  directed  the  motion  to  stand  over  until  I 
Friday  to  see  if  the  defendant  appealed. 


Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

A  Technical  Conviction. 
At  the  Mansion  House  Police  Court  on  May  2,  before 
Alderman  David  Burnett,  the  Capsuloid  Company,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  31  Snow  Hill,  E.C.,  were  summoned  by 


the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  for  selling  capsu- 
loids  unstamped. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  from  the  Solicitor's  Department,  Somer^- 
set  House,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Simmons  defended. 

In  opening  the  case  Mr.  Hawkins  read  the  second  section 
of  the  1812  Act  under  which  the  proceedings  were- 
taken,  stating  that  the  defendants  had  "held  out  or 
recommended "  on  a  printed  label  supplied  with  their 
goods  that  "  Capsuloids,"  a  medicine  to  be  taken  inter- 
nally, were  beneficial  for  the  relief  or  cure  of  "  anaemia, 
chlorosis,  nervousness,  &c."  The  company  had  a  licence 
to  sell  patent  medicines,  and  the  contention  would  pro- 
bably be  put  forward  in  defence  that  "  Capsuloids"  were- 
an  entire  drug.  He  contended  that  this  was  not  a 
medical  substance  vended  entire,  but  a  drug  (haemoglobin) 
mixed  with  another  ingredient,  probably  to  keep  it  soft. 
It  had  been  held  in  the  case  of  Smith  v.  Mason  that  nu:* 
vomica  mixed  with  rectified  spirit  was  not  an  "entire 
drug,"  and  he  submitted  that  this  case  was  on  all-fours 
with  that. 

The  wording  on  the  offending  label  was  as  follows  : 

red  blood  forming 
CAPSULOIDS 

contain  only  the  specially  prepared  red  blood  corpuscles 
which  have  been  scientifically  extracted  from  the  purest' 
fresh  blood.  These  corpuscles  are  composed  of  the  natural 
Iron  or  Haemoglobin.  They  are  scientifically  treated,  and 
preserved  in  little  gelatine  capsules.  When  these  are  swal- 
lowed the  gelatine  immediately  melts,  and  they  pass  into 
the  blood,  making  it  richer,  and  adding  millions  of  new  red 
blood  corpuscles. 

These  corpuscles  have  the  power  of  destroying  the  harmful 
germs  at  the  hair  roots.  It  is  from  these  corpuscles  that 
the  roots  of  the  hair,  after  the  germs  are  dead,  take  once 
more  the  material  from  which  they  made  the  colouring 
matter  for  the  hair.  Capsuloids  make  the  blood  rich  and. 
plentiful.  New  rich  blood  quickly  cures  Anaemia,  Chlorosis, 
Nervousness,  Nervous  Prostration,  and  Heart  Palpitation, 
&c.  Rich  New  Red  Blood  is  the  best  of  all  tonics,  and  the 
greatest  strengthener  to  every  organ  in  the  body. 

Evidence  of  purchase  was  given  by  an  Inland  Revenue  - 
officer,  who  stated  that  the  article  supplied  to  him  was- 
labelled  "Dr.  Campbell's  Red  Blood-forming  Capsuloids. >T 

Mr.  Simmons  said  the  "Dr.  Campbell's"  had  been 
rejected  and  did  not  now  appear  on  the  labels. 

In  cross-examination,  the  officer  said  he  had  looked 
through  the  literature  with  which  he  was  supplied  along 
with  the  purchase,  and  found  that  capsuloids  were  recom- 
mended among  other  things  for  improving  the  hair.  He 
was  not  quite  sure  whether  hair-restorers  were  exempted; 
from  stamp-duty  or  not,  but  the  two  hair-restorers  handed' 
in  [Koko  and  Tatcho]  were  apparently  not  considered 
liable  to  duty. 

Mr.  Charles  Proctor,  analyst  in  the  Government  Labora- 
tories at  Somerset  House,  deposed  to  having  analysed  the 
"Capsuloids"  purchased  by  the  previous  witness  and 
found  each  capsuloid  to  be  composed  of  a  mineral  oil1 
(about  one-third  of  the  whole),  a  little  animal  fat,  and  the 
remainder  dried  blood  or  haemoglobin. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Simmons,  he  admitted  that  th*- 
object  of  the  addition  of  salad  oil  to  the  haemoglobin  might 
be  to  keep  it  soft.  The  oil  would  not  have  any  medical 
effect ;  it  would  be  similar  probably  to  the  process  of  add- 
ing wax  to  a  pill.  The  haemoglobin  was  thoroughly  mixed 
with  the  oil,  probably  with  a  pestle  and  mortar.  Haemo- 
globin is  a  well-known  drug. 

Alderman  Burnett  :  How  does  this  substance  differ  from 
these  two  hair-restorers,  Mr.  Hawkins,  as  regards  liability 
to  duty? 

Mr.  Hawkins  :  These  are  toilet-preparations,  while  this 
haemoglobin  mixture  is  held  out  for  the  cure  of  anaemia, 
chlorosis,  and  so  forth. 

The  Chief  Clerk  (Mr.  Douglas)  :  But  listen  to  this-, 
Mr.  Hawkins  [reading  from  "Koko"  wrapper]  ^  "  Koko 
...  a  pleasant  and  refreshing  tonic  for  the  hair." 

Mr.  Hawkins  explained  that  these  were  preparations  for 
external  use  only,  while  "Capsuloids"  were  a  medicine 
to  be  taken  internally  to  remedy  some  lack  of  health. 

Mr.  Simmons  said  the  defendants  recommended  "Cap- 
suloids "  for  improving  the  hair  and  not  as  a  remedy  for 
ansmia,  chlorosis,  &c.    He  suggested  that  the  difficulty 
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might  be  met  by  the  defendants  agreeing  to  delete  the 
offending  passage  regarding  anaemia,  chlorosis,  &c.,  from 
future  'labels.  He  suggested  that  the  prosecution  might 
accept  a  technical  conviction  with  a  view  to  submitting 
new  labels  with  the  offending  words  deleted. 

Mr.  Hawkins  would  give  no  undertaking,  as  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  would  look  upon  "  Capsuloids  "  as  a  toilet  pre- 
paration. 

An  adjournment  of  the  parties  to  the  Chief  Clerk's 
room,  however,  brought  about  an  understanding,  and  on 
returning  into  Court  Mr.  Simmons  asked  the  Alderman 
to  permit  a  technical  conviction,  on  the  understanding 
that  a  label  would  be  submitted  to  Somerset  House  for 
their  opinion  when  the  words  "  ana?mia,  chlorosis,  &c," 
are  deleted.  It  was  agreed  that  there  would  be  no 
prosecution  pending  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  on 
the  new  label. 

Alderman  Burnett  accordingly  inflicted  a  formal  penalty 
of  Is.  and  3s.  costs. 


Dentists  Act. 

Unregistered  Practitioners. 
At  the  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court  on  May  2,  Mr. 
G.  Guy  White  and  Mr.  F.  Sinclair  Kennedy,  both  of 
215  Piccadilly,  W.,  were  summoned  before  Mr.  Denman 
under  Section  3  of  the  Act  for  using  the  descriptions 
"  Surgeon-Dentists  "  and  "  Dentists,"  they  not  being  regis- 
tered as  such. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Turner,  who  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the 
British  Dental  Association,  said  the  defendants  carried  on 
business  in  Piccadilly  as  "The  American  Plateless  Teeth 
Company,"  with  which  was  incorporated  "Guy  White  & 
Company."  Neither  of  them  is  on  the  register.  Mr. 
Kennedy  seemed  to  be  the  principal  in  the  affair,  and  Mr. 
White,  the  only  person  connected  with  the  establishment 
entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  dentist,  was  very  seldom  at 
the  place.  A  notice  outside  the  place  announced  that  they 
were  "Dentists"  and  "Surgeon-Dentists." 

Mr.  Le  Riche,  for  the  defendants,  said  Mr.  White  was 
practising  as  a  dentist  forty  years  ago,  and  having  to  go 
abroad  when  the  Act  was  being  passed  he  left  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  registering  authorities,  and  thought 
when  the  summons  was  issued  that  he  was  on  the  register. 
He  would  plead  guilty  to  a  purely  technical  offence.  Mr. 
Kennedy  denied  ever  applying  the  word  "dentist"  to 
himself.  It  was  no  offence  under  the  Act  for  a  person 
not  qualified  to  carry  on  business  as  a  dentist  and  get 
assistants  to  do  the  work.  The  prosecution  was  an  attempt 
by  the  British  Dental  Association  to  prevent  a  man  who 
was  not  qualified  from  carrying  on  business  as  a  dentist, 
but  they  could  not  do  that  so  long  as  the  man  did  not 
represent  that  he  was  qualified. 

Mr.  Denman  thought  the  case  proved,  and  ordered  the 
defendants  to  pay  5/.  and  five  guineas  costs  each. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

What  is  Brandy? 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  Monday,  April  25, 
several  spirit-retailers  were  summoned  for  selling  brandy 
containing  spirit  not  derived  from  the  grape.  Dr.  H. 
MacNaughton  Jones,  of  Harley  Street,  was  one  of  the 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  and  he  deposed  to  pure 
French  brandy  being  a  much  more  valuable  stimulant  in 
cases  of  collapse  than  a  mixture  of  Cognac  and  silent 
spirit.  He  attributed  the  superior  qualities  of  genuine 
brandy  to  the  ethers  natural  to  it.  Mr.  S.  A.  Vasey,  who 
visited  the  Charente  district  in  1901,  on  behalf  of  the 
"  Lancet,"  in  order  to  report  upon  the  genuineness  of 
brandy,  also  gave  evidence,  and  was  followed  by  Professor 
.John  T.  Hewitt,  who  confirmed  Dr.  Teed's  report  that  the  : 
analytical  figures  therein  showed  a  mixture  of  about  one- 
third  of  genuine  brandy  with  two-thirds  silent  spirit. 
Mr.  Horace  Avory,  K.C.,  appeared  for  the  defence  and 
cross-examined  the  witnesses.     The  case  was  adjourned. 

The  hearing  was  resumed  on  May  2,  and  when  Mr.  W. 
Pheysey,  manager  of  the  wine  and  spirit  department  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  was  called  for  the  prosecution. 


I  Mr.  Fordham  said,  "  I  am  a  shareholder  in  these  stores.  I 
J  suppose  there  is  no  objection  to  my  hearing  this  evidence?" 
To  which  Mr.  Avory  replied,  "At  present  I  don't  think 
there  is  any  question  likely  to  arise  that  will  seriously 
I  depreciate  the  value  of  the  shares."  The  witness  said 
a  sample  of  one- third  genuine  brandy  and  two-thirds 
spirit  derived  from  potatoes,  beet,  or  something  else  was 
not  brandy. 

For  the  defence  Mr.  Avory  said  the  brandy  in  question> 
was  not  sold  as  a  medicine.  In  brandy  the  ethers  are- 
only  80  in  100,000  parts,  in  rum  they  are  443  in  100,000 
parts,  but  the  medical  profession  does  not  attach  value  to 
rum.  The  contention  of  the  prosecution  was  that  brandy 
must  be  distilled  in  a  pot-still,  but  he  would  show  by 
evidence  that  the  greater  part  of  the  brandy  made  in 
France  is  made  in  patent  stills  from  sour  or  sick  wine,  and 
highly  rectified  to  get  rid  of  disagreeable  flavours.  The 
spirit  thus  obtained  is  then  blended.  He  disputed  the 
certificate  of  Dr.  Teed,  the  borough  analyst,  who  sug- 
gested that  60  per  cent,  of  the  spirit  was  derived  from 
potatoes  or  something  else,  because  he  had  ignored  alto- 
gether some  important  factors,  such  as  the  aldehydes  and 
the  higher  alcohols,  basing  his  result  upon  the  acids, 
ethers,  and  furfural  only. 

Mr.  Alfred  Gordon  Salamon,  the  first  witness  for  the 
defence,  described  the  methods  of  brandy-manufacture 
existing  in  France.  In  the  Charente  district,  where 
Cognac  brandy  is  produced,  the  pot-still  is  used. 
Apart  from  this  district  patent  stills  are  used. 
Otherwise  Mr.  Salamon's  evidence  substantiated  Mr. 
Avory's  statement.  He  produced  two  samples  of  grape 
spirit,  one  of  which  had  been  rectified  up  to  94  degrees, 
or  62  degrees  over  proof.  The  witness  said  if  this  were 
broken  down  and  coloured  it  could  be  sold  as  brandy. 

Mr.  Fordham  :  Would  you  be  satisfied,  if  you  asked  for 
a  glass  of  brandy  at  your  club,  if  you  were  served  with 
this  spirit  1 

The  Witness  :  You  would  very  likely  get  it. 
Mr.  Fordham  :  And  you  suggest  that  it  would  settle 
your  coffee  ? 

The  Witness  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Fordham  :  I  think  it  would  very  likely  settle  you. 
(Laughter. ) 
The  case  was  further  adjourned. 

Cod-liver  Oil. 

At  Southwark  Police  Court  on  May  2,  Mr.  F.  Ryall,  Clerk - 
to  the  Bermondsey  Borough  Council,  made  an  application 
to  Mr.  Cecil  Chapman  (the  Magistrate)  with  reference  to 
the  summons  taken  out  by  the  Borough  Council  against 
Jessie  Whittaker,  of  232  Southwark  Park  Road,  S.E., 
for  selling  as  cod-liver  oil  that  which  contained  90  per 
cent,  of  fish-oil  (see  C.  &  D.,  April  30,  page  710).  The 
defendant  was  ordered  to  pay  20s.  fine  and  ten  guineas 
costs.  Mr.  Kyall  applied  for  the  amount  of  the  costs  to 
be  reduced.  The  Borough  Council  had,  he  said,  not  ex- 
pended ten  guineas,  and  the  defendant  had  given  them 
considerable  assistance.  The  Magistrate  reduced  the  costs.., 
to  two  guineas. 


County  Court  Case. 

Claim  for  Essences. 

At  the  Marylebone  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  April  26, 
before  Judge  Stonor,  Mr.  J.  Morgan,  manufacturing 
chemist,  trading  as  Louis  T.  Smith  &  Co.,  157  Clarendon 
Road,  Notting  Hill,  W.,  sought  to  recover  5^.  16s.  Wd. 
from  Mr.  H.  Barker,  Prince's  Street,  Gravesend,  for  oil 
of  lemons,  two  cases  of  dessicated  cocoa-nut,  and  some 
essences.  The  defendant  stated  that  he  did  not  order  the 
goods;  his  wife  bought  them.  In  answer  to  the  Judge, 
defendant  said  that  "  H.  Barker"  was  his  wife,  her  name 
being  Helena  and  his  name  William.  Nevertheless  the 
Judge  decided  for  the  plaintiff. 


A  Tincture  Bonfire.— The  "  Dundee  Advertiser,"  refer- 
ring to  the  C.  &  D.  article  of  last  week  regarding  surplus 
medical  stores,  says:  "Evidently  a  good  deal  of  the  stuff 
now  offered  might  have  been  added  to  the  Pretoria  bonfire 
with  advantage." 
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Beefcs  of  arrangement. 


Ferris,  James,  trading  as  James  Ferris  &  Co.,  druggist  and 
oil  merchant,  Regent  Street,  Newtownards,  Co.  Down. 
Petition  for  arrangement  and  affidavit  of  assets  and 
liabilities.  Date  of  petition,  April  25;  date  of  filing 
in  registry,  April  26.  Secured  creditors,  700?.  ;  unse- 
cured liabilities  423/. ;  estimated  assets  after  deducting 
secured  claims  370/.  At  a  i  meeting  of  the  creditors 
held  in  the  offices  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Alexander,  solicitor, 
Donegall  Street,  Belfast,  on  May  2,  at  which  all  the 
creditors  were  represented,  an  offer  was  made  of  twenty 
shillings  in  the  pound,  at  three,  six,  and  nine  months, 
the  last  two  payments  to  be  secured.  This  was  accepted. 

Heaver,  Arthur  William,  High  Street,  Maldon,  chemist 
and  druggist.  Deed  of  inspectorship  and  letter  of 
licence  to  debtor  to  continue  his  business  and  pay  to 
inspector  the  sum  of  4/.  at  least,  monthly,  commencing 
May  1,  1904.  The  deed  of  assignment  of  even  date  to 
be  held  as  an  escrow  and  not  to -take  effect  during  the 
continuance  of  these  presents.  Inspector,  Samuel  C. 
Spurgeon,  Maldon,  auctioneer,  &c.  Dated.  April  25 ; 
filed  April  30.  Liabilities  unsecured,  606/.  10s.  9d. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  534/.  10s. 

£    s.  d. 

Cooper  &  Nephews,  Berkhamsted    ...    12    0  0 

Heaver,  C.  &  G.,  Norwich    290    0  0 

Hodgkinsons,  Clarke  &  Ward,  London    18    0  0 

Idris  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London    27    0  0 

Maw,  Son  &  Sons.  Ltd.,  London     ...    18    0  0 

Spurgeon  &  Son,  Maldon    26    0  0 

Sutton  &  Co.,  London    50    0  0 

Walworth,  Mrs.,  Norwich    25    0  0 

Wright,    Layman    &    Umnev,  Ltd., 

London  13   0  0 

Badcock,  Daniel,  trading  as  John  Badcock  &  Son,  Market 
Place,  Barnard  Castle,  chemist  and  grocer.  Trustee, 
John  M.  Winter,  Market  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
accountant.    Secured  creditors,  2,075/.    Dated,  April  25  ; 

filed,  April  30.  Liabilities  unsecured,  1,760/.  17s.;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  1,958/.  18s.  6(7. 

£  s.  d. 

Ayrton,    Saunders    &    Kemp,  Ltd., 

Liverpool   11  0  0 

Badcock,  F.,  Bishop  Auckland        ...  397  0  0 

Badcock,  J.  C,  Darlington    457  0  0 

Barratt,  J.,  &  Co.,  Manchester        ...    18  0  0 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London     ...    29  0  0 

Battle,  Maltby  &  Bower,  Lincoln     ...    12  0  0 

Bourne,  Johnson  &  Latimer,  London    14  0  0 

Brett,  F.  R.,  Newcastle-on-Tyne       ...    14  0  0 
Caucasian     Petroleum    Export  Co., 

Ltd.,  Hull   12  0  0 

Cooper,  W.,  &  Nephews,  Berkhamsted    18  0  0 
Dixon,  M.  J.,  Barnard  Castle          ...    41  0  0 
Hindhaugh,  J.,  &  Co.,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne                                              20  0  0 

Langdale's    Chemical    Manure  Co., 

Newcastle-on-Tyne    ...    19  0  0 

Metcalfe,  T.,  Darlington    44  0  0 

Monkhouse,  J.  C,  Liverpool    75  0  0 

Munro.  Dr.,  Barnard  Castle    10  0  0 

Spratt's  Patent,  Ltd.,  London         ...    21  0  0 

Wells,  W.,  &  Sons,  Ripon   22  0  0 

Wilkinson    &    Simpson,     Ltd.,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne   20  0  0 

Bankers'  claims    40  0  0 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 

Re  S.  H.  Longman,  Fforchaman  Road,  Cromaman,  Aber- 
dare,  Chemist  and  Druggist.— The  estate  of  this  debtor  has 
been  realised  by  the  Official  Receiver  of  the  Merthyr  Tydfil 
Bankruptcy  Court,  who  reports  that  the  net  sum  available 
for  distribution  will  pay  to  the  unsecured  creditors  a  first 
and  final  dividend  of  Id.  in  the  pound. 

Re  Charles  Caplen  Woodbidge,  trading  as  Caplen  Wood- 
ndge  &  Co.,  1a  Bedford  Place,  and  16  Cawte  Road,  South- 
ampton, Drug-dealer.— The  public  examination  of  this 
debtor  took  place  at  Southampton  on  April  27.  The 
accounts  showed  gross  liabilities  amounting  to  225/.  15s  Id. 
unsecured,  206/.  13s.,  and  assets  estimated  to  realise  110/.  13s. 
-Debtor  stated  that  he  did  a  wholesale  business  with  small 
shops,  supplying  them  with  packed  drugs.  He  commenced 
business  in  1888,  with  a  capital  of  about  30/.    In  1901  the 


gross  turnover  was  515/.  15s.  Id.,  and  the  net  profit  was 
5/.  3s.  6jc/.,  not  allowing  anything  for  himself.  In  1902  the 
turnover  was  434/.  2s.  85c/.,  the  net  profit  being  19/.  16s.  8jf/., 
and  during  the  twelve  months  ending  April,  1904,  the 
takings  were  360/.  0s.  9d.  The  business  really  showed  no 
profit.    The  examination  was  closed. 

Re  Morgan  Michael  Joseph  Darcy,  Cahir  and  Tipperary, 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist. — In  the  Dublin  Bankruptcy  Court 
on  April  29,  debtor  came  up  for  final  examination.  The 
closing  of  the  examination  was  opposed  on  behalf  of  the 
assignees  on  the  ground  that  the  bankrupt  had  practically 
boycotted  the  sale  of  the  premises.  Mr.  Lambie  was 
examined  by  Mr.  Blood,  who  appeared  for  the  bankrupt, 
and  he  stated  that  he  had  made  an  offer  of  850/.,  and 
ultimately  890/.,  for  the  Tipperary  premises.  That  offer 
was  made  on  behalf  of  the  bankrupt's  wife.  An  offer  of  230/. 
had  also  been  made  for  the  Cahir  premises,  but  neither 
had  so  far  resulted  in  anything  effectual.  Mr.  Maclntyre, 
the  Official  Assignee,  stated  that  the  valuation  of  the  Tip- 
perary premises  was  1,218/.,  and  that  on  the  sale  of  the 
Cahir  premises,  furniture,  book-debts,  &c,  they  realised 
370/.  The  bankrupt  was  then  examined.  He  denied  that 
he  had  boycotted  the  sale  of  the  premises.  He  admitted 
having  written  a  letter  to  the  petitioning  creditor  in  which 
he  referred  to  the  offers  made  on  behalf  of  his  wife,  and 
he  added  that  "  if  they  don't  accept  it  they  will  never  be 
able  to  get  it  again."  Mr.  Justice  Boyd  said  he  would 
not  pass  the  final  examination.  If  the  bankrupt  gave 
assistance  to  the  assignees  and  gave  all  the  information  he 
could,  he  would  then  consider  the  matter. 


(5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Conibear,  R.,  and  Jones,  B.,  under  the  style  of  Conibear  & 
Jones,  Bridgend,  Glam.,  aerated-water  manufacturers. 

Evans,  L.,  and  Cameron,  A.,  under  the  style  of  Drs.  Evans 
&  Cameron,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. 

Peters,  ]>.,  and  Edwards,  D.,  Fortess  Road,  N.W.,  chemists 
and  druggists. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1 883  and  1 890. 

Adjudications. 

Davtes,  Frederick,  South  Milford,  mineral-water  manu- 
facturer. 

Quinn,  James  Cardwell,  Edgbaston,  -  Warwickshire,  master 

of  science,  analyst,  assayer,  and  chemical  engineer. 
Ross,  Alexander,  Maida  Vale,  W.,  medical  practitioner. 

Receiving  Orders. 

Capon,  Daisy  Edith,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.G.,  spinster,  a 
director  of  a  limited  company,  and  lately  in  partnership 
with  another  under  the  style  of  the  Gyptican  Oil  Company. 

Davies,  Frederick,  South  Milford,  Yorks,  mineral-water 
manufacturer. 

Ross,  Alexander,  Maida  Vale,  W.,  medical  practitioner. 

General  Kuropatkin  a  Pharmacist. — The  report  of 
the  St.  Petersburg  Royal  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  1903 
has  just  been  issued  in  the  "  Pharmatrevtitcheski  Jour- 
nal." The  number  of  members  on  January  1,  1903,  was 
as  follows  :  Honorary,  52 ;  corresponding,  37;  full,  109 — 
total,  198.  In  the  course  of  the  year  the  Minister  of  War, 
Alexoei  Nikolaevitch  Kuropatkin,  was  re-elected  an  honor- 
ary member. 

The  St.  Louis  Exhibition,  officially  known  as  the 
"  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,"  was  formally  opened 
on  Saturday,  April  30,  President  Roosevelt,  in  the  presence 
of  a  company  at  Washington,  pressing  a  button  which  did 
the  deed — the  electric  current  starting  the  machinery  and 
unfurling  a  flag.  It  was.,  a  fete  day  at  St.  Louis,  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  went  to  the  Exhibition  grounds. 
There  also  a  ceremony  took  place,  and  many  speeches 
were  delivered.  The  Exhibition  is  not  quite  ready,  but  in 
arrangement  and  extent  it  surpasses  any  previous  inter- 
national exhibition.  We  understand  that  one  department 
of  the  Exhibition  was  complete  for  the  inspecting  party  : 
this  was  the  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  section  of  the 
British  exhibits. 
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£bc  SfoopHbours  Bill. 


AS  mentioned  in  the  editorial  article  on  page  742  the 
Government  in  this  new  Bill  exclude  chemists 
from  the  privilege  of  early  closing.  As  chemists  through- 
out the  country  have  approved  of  Lord  Avebury's  pro- 
posal, we  have  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the 
member  of  the  Government  who  introduced  tha  Bill  : 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C., 

May  2,  1904. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  H.  A.  E.  Cochrane, 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  Department, 

Home  Office,  Whitehall,  S.W. 

Sir, — I  regret  to  find  on  reading  the  Shop  Bill  introduced 
by  you  into  the  House  of  Commons  last  week  that  Clause  2, 
Sub-clause  (4)1  appears  to  practically  exclude  chemists  and 
others  who  sell  medicines,  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances,  from  the  privilege  of  early  closing.  As  I  read 
the  sub-clause,  no  closing  order  can  apply  to  such  persons, 
and  it  follows  that,  even  if  the  requisite  majority  of  chemists 
in  an  area  agree  to  close  their  shops  at  a  certain  hour  daily, 
the  closing  order  (if  authorised)  conforming  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  Bill  would  not  be  binding  upon  the  minority. 

I  bring  this  point  under  your  notice  because  it  is  not  in 
accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  chemists  and  druggists 
of  this  country,  and  is  the  opposite  in  principle  to  the  pro- 
vision mado  in  tho  Bills  submitted  to  the  House  of  Lords 
by  Lord  Avebury.  I  may  call  your  attention  to  evidenco 
on  this  point  given  before  the  House  of  Lords'  Committee 
on  May  3,  1901,  by  Mr.  Charles  B.  Allen,  Vice-President  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  who  informed  the  Committeo 
that  the  Council  of  that  Society  had  considered  Lord  Ave- 
bury's Bill  and  passed  a  resolution  agreeing  with  the 
principle  of  it.  On  May  10  I  also  gave  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  the  details  of  which  I  need  not  trouble  you 
with.  Briefly,  the  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that,  as  Editor 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  I  sent  a  copy  of  Lord  Ave- 
bury's Bill  to  sixty-two  Associations  of  chemists  and 
druggists  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with  a 
series  of  questions  in  regard  to  the  measure,  and  fifty-eight 
of  the  Associations  discussed  the  Bill  and  sent  me  replies. 
Fifty-five  of  the  Associations  decided  practically  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  the  principle  of  Lord  Avebury's  Bill, 
that  chemists'  shops  should  come  within  the  provision  as  to 
early  closing,  but  that  chemists  would  not  be  liable  to 
penalties  for  supplying  medicine,  drugs,  or  medical  appli- 
ances after  the  closing-hour.  These  fifty-five  had  their 
headquarters  in  the  following  places : 

Aberdeen  and  Aberdeenshire,  Aylesbury,  Barnsley,  Bel- 
fast, Birkenhead,  Birmingham,  Bolton,  Bournemouth, 
Bradford,  Blackburn,  Brighton,  Bristol,  Burnley,  Bury, 
Cardiff,  Cambridge,  Chester,  Colchester,  Darwen,  Dews- 
bury,  Derby,  Dover,  Dublin,  Dumfries,  Dundee  and 
Forfarshire,  Edinburgh,  Exeter,  Glasgow,  Grimsby,  Hali- 
fax, Hexham,  Hull,  Inverness,  Leeds,  Leamington, 
Leicester,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  New- 
port (Mon.),  Northampton,  Northwich,  Nottingham,  Ply- 
mouth, Preston,  Reading,  Scarborough,  Sheffield,  Southport, 
Stoke-on-Trent  and  Staffordshire,  Sunderland,  Swansea, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Whitehaven,  Windsor,  Wolverhampton, 
Workington,  Wrexham,  and  Yarmouth. 

The  only  Associations  which  were  opposed  to  the  principle 
were  the  Western  Chemists'  Association  of  London,  the 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  of  London,  and  the  Oxford 
and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  opinion  of  the 
drug-trade  in  regard  to  the  matter  is  still  the  same.  As 
the  Select  Committee  did  not  recommend  that  chemists 
should  be  excluded  from  the  privilege  of  early  closing  as 
conferred  upon  other  shopkeepers,  I  have  thought  that  the 
manner  in  which  tho  exemption  as  to  the  supply  of  medi- 
cines, &c,  is  put  in  the  Bill  may  be  an  accident,  and, 
therefore,  call  your  attention  to  it  with  a  view  to  including 
in  the  Bill  the  saving  for  chemists  provided  in  Lord  Ave- 
bury's measure,  which  was  as  follows : 

"A  pharmaceutical  chemist,  or  chemist  and  druggist,  or 
registered  druggist  shall  not  be  liablo  to  any  fine  under 
this  Act  for  supplying  medicines,  drugs,  or  medical 
appliances  after  the  hour  appointed  by  an  order  made  under 
this  Act  for  the  closing  of  shops;  but  this  section  shall  not 
be  deemed  to  authorise  the  shop  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist  to  bo  open  after  the  said 
hour,  save  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said." I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Peter  MacEwan  (Editor). 


To  this  we  have  received  the  following  reply  : 

Home  Office,  Whitehall,  S.W.,  May  3.  1904. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Cochrane  desires  me  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  of  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  the  Shop-hours  Bill, 
which  will  receive  his  careful  consideration. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Frank  Elliott. 

We  have  also  called  Lord  Avebury's  attention  to  the 
matter,  and  his  Lordship  replies  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  duly  received  your  letter,  and  trust 
that  the  Government  will  act  on  your  suggestion. 

As  at  present  advised  I  should  be  happy  to  move  the 
adoption  of  the  Clause  when  the  Bill  comes  before  the 
House  of  Lords,  but  hope  that  this  may  not  be  necessary. 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

Avebdry. 

15  Lombard  Street,  E.G.,  May  4,  1904. 


£t^e=marhs  HppUcb  tfov 


Objections  to  the~registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  applica- 
tions should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Daltox,  Esq..  C.B.,  Comptroller- 
General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the  Patent  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within 
one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  be  stated 
on  Trade-marks  Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money- 
order  office. 


(From  the  "Trade-marls  Journal"  March  30,  1904.) 
"  Exobeze  "  ;   for  an  anti-obesity   preparation.    By    H.  S. 
Kelly,  Apsley  House,  Sandon  Street,  Liverpool.  260,840. 

"Maltone"  ("  Malto "  disclaimed);  for  cattle  food  and 
condiments.  By  W.  Wardle,  5  Rollestone  Road,  Burton- 
on-Trent.  260,828. 

"  Kooshu  "  ("Koosh"  disclaimed);  for  goods  in  Class  42, 
By  F.  H.  Johnson  &  Co.  (Limited),  231  High  Street, 
Lewisham,  S.E.,  manufacturing  chemists.  260,875. 

"Tatorina";  for  foodstuffs.  By  Southall  Brothers  & 
Barclay  (Limited),  Lower  Priory,  Birmingham.  261,056. 

"  Owl  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.    By  Vinolia  Co. 

(Limited),  Maiden  Crescent,  N.W.  260,311. 
"Zoncola";   for  toilet-preparations  in  Class  48.    By  G. 

Storton,     106    Wellingborough    Road,  Northampton. 

260,872/ 

(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  April  6,  1904.) 

"Atjtol";  for  coal-tar  colours.  By  the  Badische  Anilin- 
und  Soda-Fabrik,  Freisenheimerstrasse,  Ludwigshafen- 
on-Rhine,  Germany.  260,803. 

Circular  device  with  chimney  stack;  for  pharmaceutical! 
preparations  and  medicinal  soaps.  By  the  Hansa  Chemi- 
cal-works, 19  Wilson  Street,  Finsbury  Pavement,  E.C. 
255,235. 

"  Pyoltjene  "  ;  for  an  anti-fermentation  product.    By  P.  L. 

Piot,  11  Faubourg  St.-Honore,  Paris,  France.  260,698. 
Portrait  of  the  applicant's  son ;  for  ointments  and  salves. 

By  G.  R.  Stobart,  42  Ada  Street,  Westoe,  South  Shields. 

261,003. 

"Stovaine";    for   pharmaceutical   preparations.    By  Les 

Etablissements  Poulenc  Freres,  92  Rue  Vielle-du-Temple, 

Paris,  France.  261,296. 
"  Frtjitatives  "  ("  Fruit  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  a  medicine.  By 

A.  Rogers,   282    O'Connor    Street,    Ottawa,  Ontario, 

Canada.  261,389. 
"Stellalba";    for  a  toilet-preparation.    By  Ida  Rizzelli, 

26  Rostrevor  Road,  Fulham,  S.W.  261,045. 
"Regentia";   for  perfumery  and  toilet-articles.    By  the 

Vinolia  Company   (Limited),   Maiden  Crescent,  N.W. 

261,321. 

"  Kapptjka  ";  for  a  hair-preparation.  By  Alice  Irwin.  The 
Manse,  Castlerock,  Londonderry.  262,189. 

(From  the  "Trade-marks  Journal,"  April  13,  1904.) 
"  Carbolypti  "  ("  Carbol  "  disclaimed)  ;  for  a  disinfectant  in 

various  forms.     By   A.   F.   Collins,   31-33  Newingtou 

Causeway,  S.E.  253,894. 
"Zenobia";  for  cachous,  lozenges,  and  confectionery.  By 

W.  F.  Charles,  Baxter  Gate,  Loughborough.  261,369. 
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Westminster  W  s>om. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.') 


The  Government  Pharmacy  Bill. 
The  immediate  introduction  of  this  measure  to  amend 
the  Poisons  Act  is  not  probable,  consequent  on  the 
negotiations  between  the  pharmaceutical  authorities  and 
the  Government  Department,  I  am  informed  that  the 
'Government  are  not  averse  to  dealing  with  the  company 
•  question,  but  they  will  not  go  so  far  as  the  Pharmacy 
/Bill  does. 

Sunday  Closing  (Shops)  Bill. 

This  measure  of  Lord  Avebury's  came  up  for  second 

■  reading  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Thursday,  April  28. 
Lord  Belper,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  questioned 

i  the  need  for  it,  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and 
Viscount  Cross  thought  legislation  on  the  subject  is  not 
required.  Lord  Avebury,  in  face  of  this  opposition,  with- 
drew the  Bill. 

Committee  on  Income-tax. 

This  Committee  is  to  consist  of  Mr.  Bitchie,  chairman; 
Sir  H.  Primrose,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Inland 
"Revenue;  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P. ;  Mr.  Cosmo  Bonsor, 
Chairman  of  the  City  Commissioners  of  Income-tax;  Mr. 
Adam  Murray,  one  of  the  General  Commissioners  for  Man- 
chester ;  and  Mr.  W.  Gayler,  Chief  Inspector  of  Stamps 
and  Taxes  at  Somerset  House.  The  reference  to  the 
committee  is  as  follows  : 

To  inquire  into  ar.d  report  whether  it  is  desirable  to  effect 
any  alteration  in  the  system  of  the  income-tax,  as  at  pre- 
sent prescribed  and  administered,  under  the  following 
(heads :  (a)  the  prevention  of  fraud  and  evasion ;  (6)  the 
treatment  of  income  derived  from  copyrights,  patent  rights, 
•  and   terminable   annuities ;    (c)  the   allowances   made  in 

■  recpect  of  the  depreciation  of  assets  charged  to  capital 
aecount ;  (rZ)  the  system  of  computing  pi-ofits  assessable 
under  Schedule  D  on  the  average  of  the  profits  actually 
realised  in  the  three  years  preceding  the  year  of  assessment ; 
(e)  the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  recovery  by  tax- 
payers of  over-payments  of  income  tax. 

Untaxed  Alcohol  for  Industrial  Purposes. 

Asked  by  Sir  E.  Flower  if  he  would  consider  the  possi- 
bility of  allowing  alcohol  used  for  manufacturing-purposes 
in  the  United  Kingdom  (such  as  the  production  of  arti- 
ficial dyes)  to  be  freed  from  the  payment  of  duty,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  replied  :  Section  8  of 
the  Finance  Act,  1902,  authorises  the  Commissioners  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  permit  the  use  of  duty-free  spirit  in 
any  art  or  manufacture  in  which  it  can  be  proved  to  their 
satisfaction  that  the  use  of  methylated  spirit  would  be 
•unsuitable  or  detrimental.  Under  this  section  the  Com- 
missioners have  already  granted  permission  for  the  use  of 
duty-free  spirit  in  a  number  of  cases,  and  any  further 
applications  will  be  carefully  considered. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Fithian,  Parliament  Mansions,  Victoria 
Street,  S.W.,  has  received  the  following  letter  : 

Treasury  Chambers.  Whitehall,  S.W., 
2nd  May,  1904. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  desired  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo  on 
behalf  of  the  Association  of  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  I  am  to  say  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  give  careful  consideration  to  the  points 
raised  in  your  letter.  He  is  already  engaged  in  inquiry 
into  the  subject,  but  pressure  of  work  connected  with  the 
budget  may  somewhat  delay  his  final  decision. 

1  am,  yours  faithfully,  George  H.  Duckworth. 

Irish  Poor-law  Medical  Officers. 
The  report  of  the  Special  Commissioner  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  who  inquired  into  the  grievances  of 
the  Irish  Poor-law  medical  officers  has  been  the  subject  of 
a  question  in  the  House.  Dr.  Thompson  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  if,  in  view  of  the  allegations  made  against  the 
Poor-law  Medical  Service,  he  would  recommend  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  to  investigate  the 
whole  question.  Mr.  Wyndham  considers  that  this  is  not 
necessary. 


Metric  System. 
The  House  of  Lords  Select  Committee  on  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Bill  resumed  its  sittings  on  Thursday  of 
this  week. 

Sale  of  Intoxicants  to  Children. 
The  Bill  referred  to  in  my  last  letter  has  passed 
through  Committee  of  the  Lords,  and  was  read  a  third 
time  on  Thursday  (May  5). 

Merchandise-marks  Act. 
Sir  Howard  Vincent  on  Monday  introduced  a  Bill  to 
amend  Section  17  of  the  1887  Act,  and  it  was  read  a  first 
time,  the  second  reading  being  fixed  for  May  13. 

Shop-hours. 

The  second  reading  of  Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Bill  was  early 
on  Wednesday  morning  deferred  until  May  9. 

The  C.O.D.  System. 

The  Postmaster-General,  replying  to  a  question  by  Lord 
Willoughby  de  Eresby  on  Tuesday  as  to  whether  he  is 
to  introduce  the  cash-on-delivefy  system  this  year,  said 
he  was  not  in  a  position  to  announce  any  decision. 


association  Ballaos. 


XVII.— DUBLIN. 
(Irish  Assistants.) 

Now  at  three  an'  siv'nty  Harcourt  Street,  th'  bould  young 

Erin  chemists  meet, 
An'  faith  they  sometimes  do  a  lot  o'  talkin' ; 
For  they're  full  o'  love  o'  larnin',  and — in  spite  of  iv'ry 

warnin' — 

On  th'  coat-tails  of  their  elders  they'd  be  walkin'. 
But  whin  language  nears  the  border,  Mister  Aplin  calls  for 
"  Order," 

And  iv'ry  mother's  son  becomes  complacint ; 
While  th'  "minutes"  he  is  readin'  quite  a  fluster  they  put 
Creed  in, 

Till  he  sings  this  little  ditty,  coy  an'  dacint : 

"  Wid  th'  pestle  an'  th'  mortar,  sure  th'  wildest  pill  we 

slaughter, 

And  the  awkwardest  prescription  we'd  be  scornin' ; 
For  ye  mustn't  git  th'  notion  that  an  ointment  or  a  potion 
Ever  troubled  us  in  Dublin  night  or  mornin'." 

Tales  are  tould  of  bygone  ages,  whin  th'  pharmaceutic  Sages 

Made  remarks  about  th'  shape  of  (some  wan's)  plasters, 
An'  his  jacket  fairly  trounced  it  in  th'  rooms  at  Lower 
Moun'  Street : 

Those  were  shtirrin'  times  we  lived  in  then,  me  masters  ! 
How  they  swore  they'd  give  a  pension  to  (some  wan  I 
mustn't  mention), 
For  he  flourished  a  shillelagh,  most  alarmin', 
And  remarked  that  he  would  bash  em  if,  by  chance,  they 
failed  to  pass  'im, 
So  they  sang  this  song  to  keep  his  spirits  warmin'  : 

"Wid  yer  jokin'  an'  yer  blarney,  sure,  it's  Cork  or  else 
Killarney, 

Or  th'  wilds  of  Ballyshannon  ye  were  born  in; 
So  just  seek  yer  land  o'  Goshen,  take  some  milk-an'-honey 
lotion, 

And  we'll  send  ye  on  yer  papers  in  th'  mornin'." 

Now  there's  Murphy  or  Moloney  know  the  way  to  make  a 

toney 

Egg  emulsion,  an'  th'  chimistry  of  Howley. 
Or  th'  botany  of  Bredin  wants  a  lot  of  supersedin', 

So  ye  needn't  brag  o'  Watson-Will  or  Cowley. 
For  an  able  man  is  Kelly,  an'  he'd  beat  to  pulp  or  jelly 

Manny  Sassenach  professors  I'd  be  namin' ; 
But  it  wouldn't  be  polite  now,  and  to  help  to  make  things 
right  now, 

Wid  a  chorus  injured  feelin's  we'd  be  tamin' : 

"  Wid  a  test-tube  and  a  beaker,  sure  the  errant  salt  we'll 
seek  or 

P'raps  our  names  the  List  it  will  not  be  adornin', 
But  we  know  a  smart  young  party  (which  his  name  it  is 
McCarthy), 

And  he'll  do  his  best  to  help  us  in  th'  mornin'."- 
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Observations  ano  IReflccttons. 


By  Xrayser. 


The  Shop-hours  Bill 

introduced  by  the  Government  in  ful- 
filment of  the  promise  made  in  the  King's  Speech  will 
not  pass  into  law  this  Session  without  urgent  pressure 
from  outside,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  much  of  the 
■enthusiasm  which  was  aroused  by  Lord  Avebury  and 
'those  who  worked  with  him  has  exhausted  itself.  Not 
"that  the  retail  traders  are  any  less  eager  now  than  they 
*ever  were  for  some  reasonable  method  of  regulating  shop- 
hours,  but  that,  having  exerted  themselves  so  often  to 
no  effect,  they  have  pretty  well  lost  all  hope  of  legislative 
aid  towards  this  object.  Moreover,  the  "central 
authority "  which  the  Bill  insists  on  as  the  controlling 
.power  is  excellently  calculated  to  serve  as  a  wet  blanket 
for  earnest  reformers.  It,  or  a  similar  device,  was 
cynically  proposed  by  the  late  Lord  Salisbury  with  the 
■express  object  of  checking  impulsiveness,  for  the  Marquis 
■made  no  secret  of  his  distrust  of  Lord  Avebury's  scheme. 
Possibly  the  power  of  the  central  authority  would  not  be 
ilargely  exercised,  but  its  existence  must  clog  the  measure 
by  wantonly  elaborating  the  machinery.  No  doubt  the 
Home  Secretary  has  a  conscientious  conviction  that  his 
•supervision  is  supremely  desirable ;  this  is  a  fixed  con- 
viction among  all  officials.  Why  cannot  tradesmen  and 
local  authorities  be  left  to  "muddle  through"  by  them- 
selves ?  They  might  make  some  mistakes,  it  is  true ;  but 
is  there  any  assurance  that  the  central  authority  will  not  ? 
It  looks  at  first  sight  as  if 

Chemists  are  to  be  Legislated  Out 

of  the  benefits  of  the 
Bill.  "  The  sale  of  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances "  is  one  of  the  trades  or  businesses  scheduled 
as  those  to  which  closing  orders  are  not  to  apply.  This, 
however,  is  apparently  only  the  draughtsman's  way  of 
putting  the  exemption  which  Sir  John  Lubbock  first 
framed.  In  all  Lord  Avebury's  Bills  it  was  provided  that 
chemists  should  not  be  liable  to  a  fine  for  supplying 
medicines,  drugs,  or  medical  appliances  out  of  hours. 
The  Government  Bill  gets  to  the  same  result  by  excluding 
medicines,  &c,  from  the  operation  of  the  measure,  though 
a  chemist  who  sold  tea  would  have  to  close  his  tea- 
dealing  department  at  the  same  time  with  other  tea- 
dealers.  The  same  result,  but  with  a  difference.  It  is 
.not  quite  the  same  thing  to  say  that  chemists  may  take 
advantage  of  the  Act,  but  may  sell  medicines  at  all  times, 
and  to  say  that  the  medicine-trade  is  excluded  altogether. 

Mr.  Tocher 

and  his  coadjutors  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  success  in  annexing  a  share  in  the  Carnegie  millions 
and  in  extracting  from  the  Scottish  universities  the  B.Sc. 
.{Pharm.)  and  the  D.fe'c.  (Pharm.)  degrees,  if,  as  is 
indicated  in  the  report,  the  sanction  of  the  Universities 
>to  their  scheme  is  now  nothing  more  than  an  assured 
formality.  It  may  suggest  itself  to  some  people,  however, 
that  the  scheme  has  gone  through  almost  too  smoothly, 
and  that  Senatuses  may  turn  critical  at  the  last  moment. 
We  southerners  are  not  accustomed  to  get  what  we  ask 
for  so  readily.  Still,  prospects  look  promising,  and  Scot- 
land and  Spain  may  yet  be  the  last  two  refuges  for  pure 
■•pharmacy  as  distinguished  by  a  special  doctorate.  I  can 
only  hope  that  if  this  degree  scheme  is  to  come  into 
■operation,  Clause  7  will  not  be  far  off.  It  would  be  too 
•quixotic  to  fix  up  university  curricula  just  to  provide 
assistants  for  unqualified  companies. 


'"Mong  the  Best," 

I  observe,  is  where  the  C.  dk  D, 
balladist  ranks  the  Dewsbury  Association.  There  are 
chemists  on  the  Calder,  it  is  rumoured,  who  only  forgive 
the  "'mong"  on  the  plea  of  metrical  exigency.  It  may 
be,  however,  that  the  expression  was  carefully  chosen 
with  the  view  to  not  offending  the  susceptibilities  of 
Dewsbury's  equally  strenuous  rivals  of  North-East  Lan- 
cashire. "A  candle  for  every  saint"  is  an  old  and 
prudent  maxim.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  award  precedence, 
nor  do  I  here  venture  to  estimate  the  now  concluding 
winter's  work  of  the  threescore  Associations  of  Great 
Britain.  But  that  their  activity  is  growing  is  manifest. 
Certainly  more  work,  or  at  least  more  discussion,  more 
dinners,  more  co-operation,  have  been  reported  this  year 
than  ever  before.  Perhaps  this  vitality  is  due  to  the 
development  of  the  paying  part  of  association.  Politically, 
sixty  associations  all  pulling  one  way  must  be  influential ; 
but  it  is  possible  to  over-estimate  their  power.  I  doubt 
if  the  sixty  average  more  than  ten  active  participants 
each,  who  would  represent  about  5  per  cent,  of 
the  trade.  There  remains  95  per  cent,  of  opinion 
more  or  less  indifferent  to  the  problems  which  excite  the 
5  per  cent.  It  may  be  difficult  for  some  earnest  persons  to 
realise  that  there  are  thousands  of  intelligent  chemists 
who  have  no  preference  for  or  against  territorial  repre- 
sentation, and  who  have  never  troubled  to  form  an 
opinion  about  the  curriculum. 

Organise  this  Mass 

is  the  reformer's  battle-cry.  Get  10,000 
pharmacists  to  shout  the  same  word  at  the  same  moment, 
and  the  walls  of  the  most  troublesome  of  Jerichos  will 
fall  before  us.  Organisation,  machine-made  opinion,  is 
the  ideal  of  everyone  with  a  creed  or  a  theory,  not  to 
say  a  fad.  And  rightly,  too ;  nothing  will  be  accom- 
plished without  it.  But  I  am  not  sure  that  I  believe  in 
organisation  without  a  definite  purpose.  An  "  organising 
secretary "  has  recently  been  proposed  for  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  the  attractive  title  has  caught  on  in 
some  quarters.  But  nobody  has  even  vaguely  hinted  at 
what  an  organising  secretary  is  going  to  do.  Suppose  he 
went  from  London  to  Brighton  or  Bradford,  to  Bath  or 
Birmingham,  called  on  the  Divisional  Secretary,  and  said, 
"I  have  come  to  organise,"  what  then?  I  have  not  seen 
a  single  word  to  indicate  what  is  to  follow,  though  it  may 
be  supposed  someone  has  some  definite  idea  in  his  mind. 

The  Alphabet 

printed  in  the  form  of  one  of  Mendeleef's 
periodical  tables  caught  my  eye  in  looking  through  the 
"  Monthly  Review  "  for  May.    It  is  arranged  thus  : 


c 

g 
k 

q 

w  x 


t 


This  table  appears 
Geddes,   entitled  " 


in  an  article  by  Professor  Patrick 
A  Gardener's  View  of  Science."  I 
thought  at  first  that  the  Professor  was  burlesquing  the 
periodic  law,  but  I  am  glad  to  say  this  was  an  absolute 
mistake  on  my  part.  Indeed,  Profesor  Geddes  does  not 
mention  the  periodic  law  in  his  article.  He  is  only 
proving  that  Aristotle,  Plato,  Hermes  Trismegistus,  and 
the  rest  of  the  ancients  knew  a  thing  or  two,  and  that 
many  of  our  modern  triumphs  are  only  re-discoveries  of 
their  erudition.  Take  philology,  for  example.  We  pride 
ourselves  on  our  Grimm's  Law,  and  on  our  elucidation  of 
the  interchangeability  of  similar  phonetic  sounds.  Well, 
the  ancient  compilers  of  the  alphabet,  and  their  successors 
who  wrote  vertically,  knew  all  about  that,  as  the  table 
proves.  There  is  the  alphabet  in  series,  and  the  vowels, 
the  labiates,  the  gutturals,  and  so  on,  fall  naturally  into 
phonetic  groups.  This  explains  the  apparently  irrational 
succession  of  our  a  b  c.  The  proof  reminds  one  a  little 
of  Mrs.  Gallup's  Bacon  cryptogram,  but  it  is  rather 
curious,  nevertheless. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CIK  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANTAS"  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 
"Soldls."   "Okol,"   "  Creoeide,"    "  Oehlop," 
"  Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "  Formie  Sulphugatops,"  "Formic  Alp 
Puplfleps," 

"Fopmlc  Fumlgatops,"  "Formie  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  eent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolle 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Santtat"  Pamphlet  and  "Hovo  to  Disinfect'"  Book  will  be  tent 
free  on  application  to — 

TEE  "  SANITJS "  CO.,  Ltd.,  Belbnal  Green,  LOHDOB,  E. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENIMERMAN 

PROPRIETAHY  MEDICINES 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 

Brewery  g  LONDON,  N,  W. 


Newfoundland  National  Beverage 
iwuisrisrs 

Genuine  Cod  Cioer  Oil. 

PURE    AND  UNADULTERATED. 

Awarded  State  Medal  at  Vienna,  Austria,  1902,  m 
competition  with  a  room  full  of  Norway  exhibits. 

For  Prices,  Testimonials,  or  Analysis  Heport  apply  to 

THOS.    OHE-ISTY    &  SOILsT, 

12  Old  Swan  Lane,  Upper  Thames  Street, 
Or  W.  A.  MUNN,  Manufacturer,  St.  John's,  Newfoundland. 


insr    the    ip  kiess- 

Will  be  published  shortly. 
About  800  pp.     Foolscap  8vo.     Price  7/6  net. 

Squire's  Pocket  Companion 

TO  THE  BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA. 

Comprising  those  portions  of  the  well-known  "  Companion  "  which  interest 
more  particularly  the  Prescriber  and  Dispenser,  and  including  full  and  com 
prehensive  information  about  the  newer  remedies,  more  particularly  those 
recently  introduced  into  medicine.  The  matter  has  been  thoroughly  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date. 
Obtainable  through  any  of  the  Wholesale  Houses  or  from  the  Publishers. 


J.  &  A.  Churchill,  7  Qt.  Marlborough  St.,  London,  W. 


^  ^^^^^ 

Ebitotual  Comments. 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


Early  Closing. 

The  dream  of  statutory  provisions  to  regulate  the  hours 
of  closing  shops  is  nearer  realisation  than  it  ever  has 
been  by  the  introduction  into  the  House  of  Commons  last 
week  by  Mr.  Cochrane,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  of  a 
Bill  to  Provide  for  the  Early  Closing  of  Shops.  In 
principle  the  Bill  is,  in  general  application,  the  same  as 
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Lord  Avebury's  Shops  (Early-closing)  Bill,  which  was  the 
subject  of  inquiry  by  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1901,  the  chief  modification  being  that  proposed 
by  the  late  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  who,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  suggested  that  Town  Councils  should  make 
provisional  orders  as  to  early  closing,  and  that  these 
should  have  the  sanction  of  Parliament  before  they  should 
be  locally  enforced,  but,  unfortunately,  chemists  seem  to 
be  excluded  from  the  privilege  of  early  closing.  The  best 
way  to  show  how  the  Bill  compares  with  Lord  Avebury's 
is  to  put  the  provisions  of  each  in  parallel  columns  : 

Government  Bill.  Lord  Avebury's  Bill. 

Barbers'  Shops. 
Not  exempt.  The  same. 

Bazaars. 

For  charitable  purposes  ex-         Not  provided  for. 
empt  from  closing  order. 

Boundaries  or  Limits. 

Area'  of  the  local  authority  County  or  borough  or  any 
or  a  defined  part  thereof.  part  thereof.    Disputes  as  to 

limits  to  be  settled  by  Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction. 

Central  Authority 

Means  in  England  a  Secre-         The  same, 
tary  of  State,  in  Scotland  the 
Secretary    for    Scotland,  in 
Ireland  the  Local  Government 
Board  thereof. 


Exemptions. 


Chemists. 


Chemists  not  mentioned  in 
the  Bill,  but  no  general  order 
can  affect  business  where  sale 
of  medicines,  &e.  (see  Ex- 
emptions), solely  carried  on. 
This  virtually  excludes  chem- 
ists from  the  privileges  of  the 
Bill. 


An  exemption  in  regard  to 
supply  of  medicines,  drugs, 
and  medical  appliances  given 
to  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
chemists  and  druggists,  and 
registered  druggists. 

Shops  to  be  closed  if  general 
order  passed. 


Classification  of  Shops. 

Not  directly  provided  for.  Local  authority  may  classify 

shops  according  to  trades. 

  Any  question  arising  to  be 

settled  by  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction. 


:  Closed.' 


Closing 

How  obtained ;     see  Pro- 
cedure. 

May  be  revoked  by  local 
authority,  with  approval  of 
central  authority,  when  oc- 
cupiers of  a  majority  of  any 
class  of  shops  opposed  to  con- 
tinuance. 

May  apply  to  whole  or  part 
of  area  covered  by  local 
authority. 

Applies  to  retail  trade. 

May  prohibit,  absolutely  or 
with  exemptions,  retail  trade 
in  place  not  a  shop  after  closing- 
hours. 

May  define  shops  or  trades 
to  which  it  applies. 

May  contain  other  proper 
provisions. 


Means  not  open  for  serving 
any  customer. 

Order. 

See  Procedure. 

Revoked  similarly  when  oc- 
cupiers of  more  than  a  third 
of  any  class  of  shops  opposed 
to  continuance. 


The  same. 


The  same. 

The  same,  but  does  not  pro- 
vide for  exemptions. 


Similar. 


prohibited. 


May  be  authorised  by  the 
order. 


far  as  conducted  in  definition 
"  Shop  "  q.v. 

Emergency  Sales. 

Not  specifically  provided  for. 


If  the  following  are  kept 
open  after  the  closing-hours, 
they  are  exempt  from  penal- 
ties:  (a)  Premises  in  which 
any  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold  ; 
(b)  refreshment-houses  ;  (c) 
tobacconists'  shops  ;  {d)  news 
agencies. 


Nothing  in  a  closing  order 
shall  apply  to  (l)P.O.  business  ; 
(2)  sale  of  medicines  and 
medical  and  surgical  appli- 
ances, (3)  retail  sale  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  ("on''  or  ''011") ; 
(4)  sale  of  refreshments  for 
consumption  on  premises  ;  (5) 
sale  of  tobacco  and  other 
smokers'  requisites  ;  (6)  sale  of 
newspapers  ;  (7)  business 
carried  on  at  a  railway  book- 
stall or  at  a  railway  refresh- 
ment-room. 

Payment  of  Expenses. 

  In   counties,    from  county 

fund  ;  iu  English  or  Irish 
boroughs,  out  of  borough  fund 
or  rate  ;  by  Scotch  towu 
councils,  from  general  assess- 
ment rate. 

Fa  irs. 

Lawfully  held,  exempt  from         Not  provided  for. 
closing  order. 

Bialf-holiday. 

Any    shopkeeper    may   on         The  same, 
notice  substitute  a  day  other 
than  the  prescribed  one. 

Hon  rs  Fixed.  ' 

Must  not  be  earlier  than  7         The  same. 
p.m.  ;  except  one  day  of  the 
week  not  earlier  than  1  p.m. 

Intoxicating  Liquors. 
See  Exemptions  (3).  Hours  of  sale  not  restricted. 

Local  Authority. 

Means  any  council  or  author-         Council  of  any  county  or 
ity  having  power  to  appoint  in-  borough, 
spectors    under    Shop  -  hours 
Acts,  1892  to  1895. 

Local  Inquiries. 

The  central  authority  may  Similar, 
order  at  the  expense  of  the 
local  authority. 

Lodgers  on  Premises. 

■   May  be  supplied  with  goods 

after  closing-hours. 


Costermongcring. 
After   shop-hours"  may  be         Treated  as  shop-trading  so 


See  Exemptions  (6). 


Newsagents. 

See  Exemptions  (d). 

Penalties. 


On  conviction  for  contraven- 
tion by  any  person,  first  offence 
XL,  second  57.,  and  third  201. 


First  5s.,  second  20s.,  and 
third  51.  These  in  respect  to 
occupiers  who  might  prove  to 
the  Court  that  his  agent  or 
servant  the  culprit.  Agent 
or  servant  liable  to  same  fine. 
Recovered  under  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Post-offices. 

Terms    and    conditions  of         P.O.  business  may  be  trans- 
closing  shops  which  are  post-      acted  after   closing-hours  by 
offices  subject  to  approval  of      the  occupier. 
Postmaster-General. 


Procedure  for 

Pidma  facie  case  has  to  be 
made  out  to  satisfy  local 
authority,  who  give  public 
notice,  receive  any  objections, 
and  if  occupiers  of  two-thirds 
of  the  shops  approve  the  L.A. 
make  the  order.  This  has  to 
be  approved  by  the  central 
authority,  who  shall  consider 
objections,,  disallow  or  confirm 
the  order,  and,  in  the  latter 
case,  submit  to  Parliament  for 
approval  in  forty  days.  Dis- 
approval to  be  obtained  by 
I  address  to  the  King. 


Closing  Order. 

Country  or  borough  council 
on  application  to  make  draft 
order  for  closing  any  class 
or  classes  of  shops,  and  if 
two  -  thirds  of  occupiers  of 
shops  affected  approve,  public 
notice  to  be  given,  objections 
received  and  considered,  and 
submit  draft  order  to  central 
authority.  Subsequent  pro- 
ceedings the  same. 
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Hallways. 

See  Exemptions  (7).  Not  provided  for. 

Refreshments. 

See  Exemptions  (4).  Hot  provisions  and  refresh- 

ment-houses exempted. 

Regulations. 
May  be  made  by  central         The' same, 
authority  for  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Act. 

Serving  after  Closing-hours. 
Customers  in  shops  at  closing-         Lodgers  on  premises  might 
hour  may  be   served  without      be  served, 
offence. 

Shop. 


T  Includes  any  premises  or 
place  where  retail  trade  (in- 
cluding barber's  business)  is 
carried  on. 


Different 

Closing  order  may  apply  to 
a  single  trade  or  any  number, ' 
or  all  in  a  district. 

When  several  trades  carried 
on  in  same  shop  latter  may  be 
kept  open  after  closing-hour 
for  exempt  trades  or  busi- 
nesses alone. 


Any  building  or  portion 
thereof,  booth,  stall,  or  place 
where  goods  are  exposed  or 
offered  for  sale  by  retail,  in- 
cluding barber's  place  of  busi- 
ness. 

Trades. 
The  same. 


Shop  had  to  be  closed  at  the 
ordered  hour,  but  hot  cooked 
pro  visions, intoxicating  liquors, 
and  medicines,  drugs,  or  medi- 
cal appliances  (see  Chemists) 
might  be  sold  after  the  hour. 

If  premises  structurally 
separated  for  two  or  more  dif- 
ferent classes  of  businesses, 
each  part  to  be  considered  a 
separate  shop. 


Tobacco. 


See  Exemptions  (5). 


See  Exemptions  (c). 


This  comparison  shows  that  the  Government  Bill  is  on 
the  whole  a  simpler  one  than  Lord  Avebury's,  but,  in 
justice  to  his  Lordship,  it  ought  to  be  said  that  after  the 
report  of  the  Select  Committee  he  adopted  its  recommenda- 
tions as  to  the  approval  of  a  local  closing  order  by  the 
central  authority.  This  is  a  cumbersome  proceeding ; 
formal,  it  is  true,  nevertheless  it  seems  to  us  "idiculous 
in  the  present  age,  when  parliamentary  business  lags 
behind  the  requirements  of  the  nation,  that  it  should  be 
further  burdened,  even  in  form,  with,  say,  the  agree- 
ment of  a  dozen  grocers  in  Snookstown  to  close  their  shops 
an  hour  or  two  earlier  than  usual.  Nor  do  we  see  why  work 
should  be  .made  for  the  permanent  officials  of  the  three 
countries.  Still,  there  the  provision  is,  and  we  know  that 
without  it  no  measure  dealing  with  early  closing  of  shops 
will  be  passed  by  the  present  Government. 

There  will  be  general  regret  that  the  terms  of  the  Bill 
practically  exclude  chemists,  and  all  who  trade  as  such, 
from  the  benefits  of  early  closing.  Sub-clause  (4)  of 
Clause  2  says  : — ■ 

Nothing  in  a  closing  order  shall  apply  to  .  .  .  any  shop 
where  the  only  trade  or  business  carried  on  is  one  or  more 
of  the  trades  mentioned  in  the  schedule. 

Since  one  of  the  items  in  the  schedule  is  the  sale  of  medi- 
cines and  medical  and  surgical  appliances,  it  follows  that 
chemists'  shops  are  practically  outside  the  Act,  for  the 
contents  and  effects  of  the  closing  order  are  to  be  as 
defined  in  Clause  2,  Sub-clauses  (2)  and  (3),  viz.  : 

(2)  A  closing  order  may  prohibit,  either  absolutely  or 
subject  to  such  exemptions  and  conditions  as  may  be  con-j 
tained  in  the  order,  the  carrying-on  of  any  retail  trade  after 
the  closing-hour  in  any  place,  not  being  a  shop,  within  the 
area  to  which  the  order  applies,  for  the  carrying-on  of 
which  it  would  be  unlawful  to  keep  a  shop  open  after  that 
hour. 

(3)  The  order  may  (a)  define  the  shops  and  trades  to  which 


the  order  applies ;  and  (b)  authorise  sales  after  the  closing- 
hour  in  cases  of  emergency  and  in  such  other  circumstances 
as  may  be  specified  or  indicated  in  the  order ;  and  (c)  con- 
tain any  incidental,  supplemental,  or  consequential  prov> 
sions  which  may  appear  necessary  or  proper. 

It  follows  from  this  that  the  general  early  closing  of. 
chemists'  shops  in  any  area  is  impossible,  because  the  order 
cannot  apply  to  them  even  if  chemists  resolved  that  it 
should.  This  extreme  provision  is  wholly  imnecessary.  What 
was  wanted  was  to  ensure  that  the  public  would  get  medi- 
cines and  medical  and  surgical  appliances  at  any  time,  while 
chemists  wanted  the  privilege  of  closing  early  and  supply- 
ing bell-callers  after  shop-hours.  Lord  Avebury  exactly 
met  the  chemists'  wish,  but  the  Government  measure  does 
not  deal  with  the  chemists'  wish  at  all.  If  the  Bill 
becomes  law,  it  will  not  be  possible  for  chemists  in  any  area 
to  agree  by  a  majority  to  close  their  shops  early,  and  to 
make  an  order  to  that  effect  binding  upon  all  of  them. 
We  hope  some  attempt  will  be  made  to  amend  Sub- 
clause (4).    All  that  is  required  is  to  make  it  read — ■ 

Nothing  in  a  closing  order  shall  .  .  .  prevent  the  sale 
after  the  closing-hours  specified  therein  of  any  of  the  articlct 
specified  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act. 

Some  rearrangement  of  the  schedule  might  also  be  neces- 
sary. Or  what  was  known  as  Clause  9  in  Lord  Avebury's 
Bill  might  be  restored,  as  we  have  suggested  to  Mr. 
Cochrane,  who  has  charge  of  the  Bill,  in  a  letter  which  is 
printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


The  Hall  Qualification. 

We  are  indebted  to  an  advertiser  for  the  following 
analysis  of  the  replies  received  to  an  advertisement  re- 
cently inserted  in  the  C.  <t  D.  for  a  part-time  dispenser  : 

Men.  Women. 

Majors   1  2 

Minors   17  — 

Major,  Minor  and  Hall  —  1 

Minor  and  Hall   —  1 

Hall   2  32 

Unqualified   14  2 

Of  the  seventy-two  replies,  thirty-four  were  from  men 
and  thirty-eight  from  women.  It  will  be  noted  that  the- 
Apothecaries'  Hall  certificate  is  the  qualification  mainly 
relied  upon  by  the  fair  sex,  but  it  is  right  to  point  out  that 
the  lady  applicants  score  better  than  the  men_in  regard  tee 
the  Major  qualification  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Pharmaceutical  Organisation. 

"  If  the  idea  is  to  allow  certain  concessions  to  members, 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  to  them  only,  it  will 
certainly  not  be  for  the  good  of  registered  chemists  as  a 
whole,  for  there  seems  to  be  no  just  cause  or  reason  why 
an  individual  chemist  should  be  debarred  from  availing 
himself  of  any  concessions  that  are  to  be  obtained  simply 
because  he  has  not  paid  a  subscription  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society.  It  is  quite  conceivable  that  in  some  cases 
the  individual  chemist's  connection  with  pharmacy  might 
be  considerably  more  real  than  that  of  a  member  of  this 
Society.  The  fairest  plan  would  be  to  exempt  all  chemists, 
and  such  a  plan  would  be  far  more  satisfactory  than  that 
which  proposes  to  restrict  certain  privileges  to  the  handful 
of  members  who  make  up  the  Society." 

The  foregoing  is  an  extract  from  an  editorial  article, 
dealing  with  the  proposed  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians,  in 
the  organ  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 
We  have  simply  put  the  words  ' '  Pharmaceutical "  and 
"pharmacy"  where  our  contemporary  used  "Chemist- 
Opticians"  and  "optics."  We  quote  the  passage  as  a  fair 
sample  of  the  childish  spirit  which  is  exhibited  in  that 
quarter  in  respect  to  any  movement  by  chemists  which' 
does  not  beseech  Bloomsbury  for  a  blessing  before  starting 
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on  a  career  of  usefulness.  We  do  not  suppose  that  our 
contemporary  is  so  ridiculous  as  to  attack  the  proposed 
Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  because  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  happens  to  have  crystallised  the  movement,  but 
if  that  should  be  the  reason  we  pity  the  members 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Needless  to  say,  the 
Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  does  not  propose  to  be  so 
selfish  as  to  seek  for  concessions  for  its  members  only ;  one 
of  its  aims  is  to  secure  recognition  of  the  chemist's  qualifi- 
cations, as  determined  by  statutory  examining  bodies,  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  optical  examinations. 

Co-operative  Opposition. 

The  Parliamentary  correspondent  of  the  "Co-operative 
News  "  would  be  the  better  for  a  five  minutes'  talk  with 
Mr.  Lough  or  someone  else  who  knows  something  about 
the  Pharmacy  Bill.    Writing  about  that  measure  he  says  : 

The  Government  Bill  will  almost  certainly  follow  the 
lines  of  Mr.  Lough's  Bill,  and  the  success  of  either  will 
have  a  serious  effect  on  the  trade  of  our  societies  in  patent 
medicines.  Mr.  Lough's  Bill  makes  it  illegal  for  any 
person  other  than  a  qualified  chemist  to  sell  patent  medi- 
cines which  contain  any  poison,  even  though  the  poison  is 
a  very  small  proportion.  If  co-operative  societies  wish  to 
provide  for  this  business,  their  shop  must  bo  managed  by  | 
a  director  who  is  qualified  as  a  chemist  by  the  Pharma-  | 
ceutical  Society.  We  all  know  that  a  restriction  of  this 
kind  will  mean  the  closing  of  our  businesses  in  patent 
medicines.  _  It  is  very  improbable  that  co-operative  societies 
could  obtain  the  services  of  qualified  chemists,  under  the 
conditions  laid  down,  and  even  in  a  few  cases  where  our 
societies  were  able  to  successfully  obtain  a  chemist  as 
director  and  manager,  the  relation  between  the  latter  and 
his  board  would  often  prove  onerous. 

All  of  which  is  but  another  example  of  the  ignorance 
which  fosters  opposition  and  delays  reform  which  will 
advance  the  interests  of  individual  chemists  less  than  it 
will  consolidate  the  position  of  limited  companies  and  co- 
operative societies. 

Drink-cures. 

Two  rather  striking  papers  were  printed  in  the  ' '  British 
Medical  Journal  "  of  April  30  on  the  medical  treatment 
of  inebriety.  In  the  first  Dr.  C.  A.  McBride  gives 
records  of  typical  cases  treated  with  hypodermic  injec- 
ti  >ns  of  atropine  sulphate  (gr.  J^j,  increasing  to  gr.  i) 
a  i  1  strychnine  nitrate  (gr.  gL,  increasing  to  gr.  J5)  thrice 
daily.  The  patients  take  fluid  extract  of  red  cinchona  in 
ordinary  medicinal  doses  every  three  hours,  and  special 
attention  is  given  to  dietary.  The  details  of  the  treat- 
ment and  the  results  are  fairly  illustrated  in  the  following 
extract  regarding  a  man  of  thirty-two  who  was  allowed 
whisky  at  frequent  intervals  : 

He  was  able  to  take  this  stimulant  for  two  days,  but  on 
the  morning  of  the  third  he  could  not  bear  its  odour,  and 
although  he  made  persistent  efforts  to  drink  a  glass  of 
whisky-and-soda  was  quite  unable  to  do  so.  .  .  .  The  hypo- 
dermic ti'eatment  consisted  of  four  injections  daily  of 
strychnine  nitrate  and  atropine  sulphate,  commencing  with 
jj  gr.  and  -j^j  gr.  respectively.  In  conjunction  with  this  he 
received  every  three  hours  a  mixture  of  red  cinchona  bark, 
coca,  gentian,  and  capsicum.  The  strychnine  was  rapidly 
increased  so  that  by  the  third  day  he  was  receiving  gr. 
each  injection,  this  strength  being  maintained  for  twenty- 
one  days,  when  it  was  gradually  reduced  to  nil  at  the  end 
of  the  fourth  week.  The  atropine  was  slowly  increased 
until  the  usual  physiological  symptoms  appeared  on  the 
fifth  day,  and  this  strength  was  maintained  until  the  thir- 
teenth day,  when  it  was  gradually  reduced  and  finally 
discontinued  on  the  sixteenth  day.  The  coca  and  capsicum 
in  the  mixture  were  only  administered  during  the  first 
fortnight,  and  the  simpler  mixture  continued  during  the , 
remainder  of  the  course,  which  lasted  altogether  five  weeks. 
■During  the-  whole  course  of  treatment  he  resided  with  his 
wife  at  a  neighbouring  inn.  Here  he  had  every  facility  for  ! 
indulgence  in  his  former  habits  and  enjoyed  entire  liberty  j 
after  the  fourth  day.  He  rapidly  gained  in  strength  and 
flesh,  his  appetite  for  food  returned  during  the  first 
week  and  remained  excellent  throughout ;  he  slept  well, 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  daily  exercise  prescribed,  and  left  for 
home  in  good  health.  Dr.  McBride  met  with  this  gentle- 
man about  three  months  ago,  and  ascertained  that  ever 


since  the  treatment  thirteen  years  ago  he  had  retained  a 
strong  aversion  to  all  alcoholic  stimulants. 

The  second  paper  is  by  Mr.  S.  Backwell  Fenn,  L.R.C.P. 
and  S.E.,  on  the  gold  "cure,"  which  consists  of  hypo- 
dermic injections  of  daturine  sulphate  gr.  ^  or  atropine 
gr.  and  strychnine  sulphate  gr.  with  a  medicine- 
given  internally  every  two  hours  during  the  day  and 
evening.  The  mixture  generally  contains  chloride  of  gold1 
and  sodium  gr.  r}T),  ammonium  chloride  gr.  j.,  aloin 
gr.  fluid  extract  of  viburnum  nix.,  and  tincture  of 
cinchona  ttixl.  Here,  again,  excellent  results  have  been 
obtained.  Knowing  how  widespread  is  the  desire  for 
something  to  help  those  who  suffer  from  this  most  dc* 
plorable  of  failings,  we  call  attention  to  the  papers,  and 
we  may  add  that  our  inquiries  corroborate  the  statement 
that  the  atropine  and  strychnine  injections  do  create  the- 
aversion  to  alcohol,  although  sometimes  they  require  a> 
little  ipecacuanha  to  aid  them ;  but  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  patients  should  keep  away  from  the  drink, 
and  be  aided  in  this  by  all  that  the  affection  of  their, 
friends  can  do  in  strengthening  their  own  will-power  and1 
removing  temptation. 

IRcw  Companies  ano  Company  Ittcws. 


James  Cox  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  5,000?..  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of  J.  Cox,  of  363  Bethnal1 
Green  Road,  London,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  ginger- 
beer,  lemonade,  and  mineral-water  manufacturers,  bottlers, 
contractors,  &c.  No  initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors 
are  E.  H.  Hartopp  and  J.  Wilson.  Qualification,  25  shares;, 
remuneration  (except  managing  director)  121.  each  pe? 
annum.    Registered  office,  363  Bethnal  Green  Road,  N.E. 

Koko  for  the  Hair  (Foreign  and  Colonial)  (Limited).— 
Capital  5,000?.,  in  11.  snares.  Objects:  To  adopt  an  agree- 
ment with  J.  B.  Moore  and  R.  Wilkinson,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  manufacturers  of,  agents  for,  and  dealers  in 
all  kinds  of  toilet  requisites,  hair  restorers,  perfumes  and 
compounds,  druggists'  sundriesmen,  oil  and  colour-men, 
glass-bottle  makers,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  J.  B.  Moore 
and  W.  G.  Volckman.  Qualification,  200  shares.  Re- 
muneration as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office, 
149  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C. 

Munster  Medical  Co.  (Limited). — Registered  in  Dublin, 
Capital  1,000Z.,  in  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  chemists,  druggists,  opticians,  &c.  The  first 
subscribers  are :  J.  J.  Looby,  26  Mary  Street,  Clonmel, 
house  agent ;  J.  J.  Walsh,  26  Mary  Street,  Clonmel,  clerk ; 
A.  R.  Looby,  26  Mary  Street,  Clonmel,  shop  assistant ;. 
Mrs.  A.  Walsh,  10  Morton  Street,  Clonmel ;  Miss  H.  Hogan, 
26  William  Street,  Clonmel ;  Mrs.  M.  Looby,  26  Mary  Street, 
Clonmel ;  and  Miss  E.  Bartlett,  21  Mary  Street,  Clonmel. 
Registei-ed  without  articles  of  association.  Registered  office, 
26  Mary  Street,  Clonmel,  co.  Tipperary. 


Apotheker  Bank  (Limited).— A  society  has  been  foundeeT- 
in  Berlin  under  this  style,  the  object  of  which  is  to  further 
the  commercial  and  professional  interests  of  its  members- 
by  negotiating  the  various  necessary  money  transactions — 
namely,  by  granting  loans,  acquiring  and  granting  phar- 
macy mortgages,  and  accepting  deposits.  It  is  intended 
especially  to  enable  owners  of  pharmacies,  candidates  for 
concessions,  &c,  to  improve  their  position  by  becoming 
shareholders,  and  having  the  right  of  financial  assistance  at 
low  rates  of  interest. 

Matbin  &  Co.  (Limited). — In  the  Chancery  Division  on 
Friday,  April  29,  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  had  before  him  a 
motion  in  this  action  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver 
and  manager  of  the  defendant  company,  which  carries  oh 
business  as  chemists.  Mr.  Martelli,  for  the  plaintiff,  said' 
his  client  (Mr.  Hughes)  in  1900  and  the  two  following  years- 
advanced  several  hundreds  of  pounds  on  sixteen  debentures, 
which  were  to  be  paid  off  by  weekly  instalments  of  1/.  and1 
interest  at  5  per  cent.  The  business  was  mortgaged  to  the- 
plaintiff,  and  the  principal  became  immediately  payable  if 
the  company  made  default  for  seven  days  in  the  payment 
of  any  instalment.  Plaintiff  had  acted  with  great  for- 
bearance, as  no  instalment  had  been  paid  since  the  end  of 
December,  1900,  and  258/.  was  now  due.  A  gentleman,  who 
described  himself  as  a  director  and  secretary  of  the  defen- 
dant company,  stated  that  the  company  had  practically 
given  up  possession  of  the  premises  to  himself  and  his 
brother.  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  appointed  a  receiver  and: 
manager  of  the  company,  and  gave  him  liberty  to  act  at  once. 
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Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
April  28  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel,  Birmingham.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Gerrard  (President)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there 
were  also  present  Messrs.  T.  W.  Lowther  and  F.  H. 
Alcock  (Vice-Presidents),  Jeffrey  Poole,  J.  Cuxson, 
G.  E.  Perry,. G.  H.  Brunt,  A.  W.  Southall,  C.  Thomp- 
son, J.  Lucas,  E.  T.  Stanway  (Wolverhampton),  J.  T. 
Cattell  (Knowle),  W.  M.  Freeman,  and  J.  A.  Radford 
(Hon.  Secretary). 

Report  and  Accounts. 

The  annual  report,  presented  by  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
briefly  outlined  the  different  meetings  held  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  the  Association.  Incidentally 
it  was  mentioned  that  the  experiment  of  having  a  picnic 
instead  of  a  dinner  had  proved  popular,  and  it  had 
been  resolved  to  try  it  again.  Reference  was  made  to 
the  death  of  Mr.  John  Barclay,  B.Sc,  and  Mr.  J.  Hinds 
(Coventry).  The  library  was  said  to  be  in  thorough 
order,  but  the  Hon.  Librarian  (Mr.  A.  W.  Southall) 
forwarded  the  information  that  it  had  been  made  little 
use  of. 

Referring  to  the  balance-sheet,  the  President  said  it 
was  fairly  satisfactory,  showing  as  it  did  a  small  balance 
in  hand  instead  of  the  adverse  balance  of  51.  with  which 
they  began  the  year.  Very  few  members  were  in  arrear 
with  their  subscription. 

Mr.  Perry  said  it  seemed  lamentable  that  not  a  single 
penny  had  been  spent  on  books  during  the  year,  and  Mr. 
Southall  replied  that  if  books  had  been  bought  they 
would  probably  never  have  been  used.  The  President 
said  it  could  only  be  assumed  that  Birmingham  chemists 
had  libraries  of  their  own  sufficient  for  their  requirements. 
Mr.  Alcock,  on  the  other  hand,  thought  the  library  and 
the  fund  of  information  available  there  were  not  suffi- 
ciently well  known  to  young  pharmacists.  Another  diffi- 
culty was  that  a  good  deal  of  formality  had  to  be  gone 
through  before  a  student  could  obtain  a  book.  He  had 
obviated  this  to  some  extent  by  allowing  his  pupils  to 
get  books  in  his  name.  The  President  said  there  was 
every  desire  to  put  educational  facilities  in  the  way  of 
the  young  pharmacists.  He  suggested  an  addition  to  the 
report  making  it  clear  that  assistants  might  get  books  in 
the  name  of  their  principal.  Mr.  Southall  promised  to 
carry  out  the  suggestion,  and  the  report  and  accounts 
were  thereupon  adopted. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Mr.  Perry  put  a  question  as  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and 
the  President,  in  reply,  said  he  possessed  no  knowledge 
beyond  that  published  in  the  Press,  but  it  was  evident 
that  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  were  displaying  some 
activity,  and  it  behoved  those  favourable  to  it  to  bestir 
themselves.  Of  course  they  all  regretted  the  view  taken 
by  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  with  regard  to  Clause  7. 
He  suggested  that  directly  the  Bill  came  before  the  House 
steps  should  be  taken  to  put  the  views  of  the  craft  before 
the  local  Members  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Perry  congratulated  Mr.  Freeman  upon  having 
passed  the  Final  examination  for  the  Bar,  and  asked  for 
that  gentleman's  opinion  as  to  whether  it  was  possible  to 
introduce  into  the  Bill  some  provision  enabling  pharma- 
cists to  regulate  their  own  internal  affairs — something,  for 
instance,  on  the  lines  suggested  at  the  last  annual  dinner 
by  Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  K.C.  It  seemed  that  a  Bill  with- 
out something  of  the  kind  would  not  go  very  far. 

Mr.  Freeman  said  he  was  unaware  of  the  methods 
advocated  by  Mr.  Marshall  Hall,  but,  in  common  with  all 
pharmacists,  he  sincerely  hoped  something  would  be 
done  in  the  interests  of  pharmacy  generally.  The  atti- 
tude taken  up  by  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  was  fraught 
with  serious  risks,  but  he  could  not  help  feeling  that  the 
deputation  which  waited  upon  Sir  Michael  should  have 
approached  him  with  more  discretion  or  have  chosen  a 
less  pugnacious  member  before  whom  to  lay  their  case. 
As  to  whether  it  was  possible  on  side-lines  to  do  anything 


I  with  a  view  to  getting  pharmaceutical  Bills  through  he 
|  could  _  not  say.  There  might  come  some  happy  and 
auspicious  time  when  a  benevolently  disposed  Government 
would  recognise  the  rights  of  pharmacists  and  itself 
undertake  the  responsibility  of  pressing  forward  necessarv 
legislation.  If  this  were  ever  to  be  so,  pharmacists  must 
make  their  voices  heard  and  their  influence  felt  to  a  far 
larger  extent  than  had  been  the  case  hitherto.  Stress 
should  always  be  laid  on  the  fact  that  pharmaceutical 
legislation  was  popular  legislation,  and  that  the  legislation 
brought  forward  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  not 
designed  to  promote  the  interests  of  any  particular  class. 
The  rights  of  pharmacy  are  the  rights  of  ,  the  public,  and 
the  more  support  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  got  from  the 
public  in  its  efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  pharmacy 
and  promote  the  public  safety,  the  more  satisfactory 
would  be  the  results. 

Mr.  Perry  said  that  what  he  had  in  view  was  some 
power  such  as  was  already  possessed  by  the  Bar  and  the 
medical  profession  under  which  they  regulated  their  own 
affairs  and  laid  down  their  own  rules  of  etiquette. 

Mr.  Freeman  thought  that  what  was  required  was  some- 
thing like  the  ideal  of  Freemasonry,  for  this  he  took  to 
be  the  power  which  welded  the  other  professions  together. 
How  this  could  be  secured  was  a  subject  worthy  of 
consideration,  and  if  the  Midland  Association  cared  to  set 
aside  an  evening  for  it,  he  was  prepared  to  contribute  to 
the  discussion. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  promised  to  bear  the  matter  in 
mind. 

The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Mr.  Alcock  threw  out  a  suggestion  that  Birmingham 
should  invite  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference  either  for 
1905  or  1906,  pointing  out  that  in  1906  twenty-one  years 
would  have  elapsed  since  the  Midland  capital  was  visited 
before. 

The  President  said  he  felt  sure  members  would  be 
delighted  to  extend  once  more  a  very  hearty  welcome  to 
their  friends  from  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  suggestion  was  passed  on  to  the  Council  for  con- 
sideration. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  old  Council  was  re-elected  with  the  exception  of 
Messrs.  Freeman  and  Cattell  (Sutton  Coldfield).  This 
left  three  vacancies  altogether,  and  they  were  filled  by 
the  election  of  Messrs.  Jones  (Coventry),  Walker  (Sutton 
Coldfield),  and  Evans  (Moseley). 

The  President  and  Hon.  Secretary  were  warmly  thanked 
for  their  services  during  the  year. 

The  evening  was  wound  up  with  a  most  enjoyable 
"smoker."  The  singers  included  Messrs.  Booth  (who 
also  accompanied),  Tripp,  Ryland,  Perry,  S.  Cattell,  and 
H.  Marston. 


Barnsley  Chemists'  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on 
April  28  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Barnsley— the  President 
(Mr.  H.  B.  Billington)  in  the  chair. 

Letters. 

A  circular  from  the  Secretary  of  the  P.A.T.A.  was  read, 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  chemists'  associations  are 
acting  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  P.A.T.A.  in  buying 
protected  articles  in  quantities  for  resale  to  their  members 
at  less  than  the  fixed  wholesale  prices.  The  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  point,  out  that  the  Barnsley  Association 
have  no  buying  committee,  that  the  members  appreciate 
the  sentiments  contained  in  the  circular  and  are  prepared 
to  abide  loyally  by  the  rules  of  the  P.A.T.A. 

A  letter  from  the  Organising  Secretaries  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  was  read,  asking  for  support, 
but  it  was  agreed  to  take  no  action  in  the  matter. 

Several  of  the  candidates  for  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  wrote  asking  for  the  support  of  the 
Association  in  their  respective  candidatures.  Mr.  H.  B. 
Billington  urged  the  members  to  support  the  candidature 
of  Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  and  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
was  carried. 
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The  Pharmacy  Bill 

was  next  discussed.  Mr.  Billington  said  the  crux  of  the 
Bill  is  Clause  7 ;  without  that  clause  the  Bill  would  be 
worse  than  useless,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  com- 
promise so  far  as  that  clause  is  concerned.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Norwood  thought  the  Bill  should  stand  or  fall  by  Clause  7. 
Opinion  amongst  chemists  seemed  to  be  undivided  on  that 
point.  Mr.  W.  Rigby  suggested  that  a  resolution  in 
regard  to  the  Bill  be  passed.  It  has  been  said  that 
expressions  of  opinion  by  associations  might  be  harmful  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  in  regard  to  negotiations  or 
compromise ;  he  feared  that  some  pharmaceutical  coun- 
cillors are  showing  signs  of  weakening  in  regard  to 
Clause  7.  He  could  see  no  harm  in  making  it  clear  that 
a  compromise  on  Clause  7  would  meet  with  the  disapproval 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  trade.  A  resolution  was  then 
passed  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
[Society. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  present  session  was  held  on 
Monday  evening,  May  2,  Mr.  J.  Rhodes  (President)  in 
the  chair. 

The  matter  of  most  general  interest  before  the  meeting 
was  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  election,  as  to  which  Mr. 
Broadhead  expressed  his  views,  commending  Mr. 
Sargeant,  and  emphasising  the  necessity  for  sticking  to 
Clause  7  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  so  that  the  main  question 
in  regard  to  Council  candidates  is  whether  they  will  vote 
for  the  Bill  in  its  entirety,  as,  unless  Clause  7  is  kept,  the 
old  Act  would  be  given  away  and  everything  we  now 
have.  Judging  from  the  remarks  of  many  members,  he 
did  not  think  they  had  studied  the  Bill.  A  general  con- 
versation followed,  but  no  further  action  was  decided 
upon,  except  that  the  members  were  asked  to  vote  for 
selected  candidates,  whose  names  were  not  communicated 
to  our  reporter. 


Northampton  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Black  Boy  Hotel,  Northampton,  on  Friday,  April  29, 
the  President  (Mr.  W.  D.  Mayger)  in  the  chair.  The 
attendance  was  large. 

An  Attack  on  the  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  Arthur  Armitt,  referring  to  business  arising  out 
of  the  minutes,  asked  what  were  the  duties  of  the  "Local 
Secretary  to  the  P.A.T.A."  He  criticised  the  P.A.T.A., 
which,  he  said,  conceded  too  much  to  the  drug-stores — 
so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  sometimes  it  seemed  that  it 
must  have  been  started  for  their  benefit.  It  conceded  too 
much,  too,  to  the  proprietors  of  patent  medicines  and  the 
manufacturers.  The  stores  got  the  benefit  of  the  perma- 
nent reduction  of  the  prices,  to  the  loss  of  the  chemist ; 
and  the  manufacturers  benefited  because  they  raised  their 
wholesale  prices  when  their  goods  were  added  to  the 
P.A.T.A.  list.  In  face  of  the  resolution  of  the  Association 
not  to  support  the  P.A.T.A.  unless  they  aimed  at  getting 
face-value  for  all  proprietary  articles,  he  did  not  quite 
understand  the  action  of  the  Association  in  appointing  a 
Local  Secretary  for  the  P.A.T.A.  He  strongly  objected  to 
any  departure  from  the  former  attitude  of  the  Association, 
and  if  the  appointment  of  a  Local  Secretary  meant  that 
the  Association  rescinded  its  former  resolution  about 
"  face-value"  for  all  P.A.T.A.  articles,  he  should  strongly 
object  to  it.  If,  however,  the  Association  as  a  whole 
thought  that  any  good  would  come  from  the  appointment 
of  a  Local  Secretary  for  the  P.A.T.A.,  it  should  be  done 
in  a  regular  manner,  by  the  giving  of  proper  notice. 

Mr.  McKinnell  thought  that  the  recommendation 
to  appoint  a  Local  Hon.  Secretary  for  the  P.A.T.A.  was 
a  little  bit  sprung  upon  the  Association  at  its  last  meeting, 
when  some  of  the  senior  chemists  of  the  town  were 
absent,  and  he  declared  that,  though  no  one  actually  voted 
against  the  motion,  the  recommendation  was  not  quite 
unanimous. 

Councillor  F.  C.  Ashford  commended  the  work  which 
the  P.A.T.A.  is  doing. 


After  more  discussion  it  was  resolved  that,  as  no  notice 
of  motion  had  been  given,  the  resolution  to  recommend 
the  appointment  of  a  Local  Hon.  Secretary  for  the 
P.A.T.A.  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  matter  be  recon- 
sidered at  the  next  meeting. 

Annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  presented  his  annual  report, 
which  showed  the  membership  to  be  twenty-one.  Eight 
meetings  had  been  held  during  the  year,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  twelve.  The  work  of  the  session  was 
reviewed,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Office-bearers. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Mayger  was  re-elected  President,  Mr.  A. 
Armitt  and  Mr.  Evan  C.  Ashford  Vice-Presidents,  Mr.  F. 
Cowdery  Hon  Secretary  and  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  Mr. 
Llewelyn  North  Hon.  Auditor.  In  addition  to  thanking 
their  officers,  the  members  also  thanked  the  trade  Press 
for  their  reports  and  assistance  generally. 

Association  of  the  Assistant  Licentiates  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Halls. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  the  West- 
minster College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  on  Thursday, 
April  28,  Mr.  F.  W.  Doubleday,  Dorking,  presiding.  The 
Secretary  (Dr.  Charles  Forshaw,  Bradford)  read  several 
letters  of  apology  for  non-attendance.  After  discussing 
the  status  of  apothecaries'  assistants,  &c,  the  meeting 
unanimously  adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Assistant  Licen- 
tiates of  the  Apothecaries'  Halls,  London  and  Dublin,  re- 
spectfully petition  the  Societies  of  Apothecaries  of  London 
and  Dublin  to  use  their  influence  in  obtaining  a  defined 
legal  status  for  their  certified  assistants,  either  by  the  in- 
sertion of  a  clause  in  the  Government  Pharmacy  Bill  about 
to  be  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  or  by  the  promotion 
of  a  separate  Bill  in  Parliament  at  an  early  date,  providing 
for  the  registration,  either  by  the  General  Medical  Council 
or  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  of  such  certificated  assistant 
apothecaries.  Also  praying  that  the  aforementioned 
Societies  of  Apothecaries  of  London  and  Dublin  may  add  to 
the  subjects  for  examination  of  apothecaries'  assistants 
practical  chemistry  and  urine-testing,  and  suggesting  that 
the  status  generally  of  assistants  would  be  raised  if  a  pre- 
liminary examination  in  general  knowledge  were  intro- 
duced ;  and,  further,  that  no  person  or  persons  should  be 
eligible  to  receive  the  assistant's  certificate  unless  he  or 
they  shall  have  attained  the  full  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Doubleday  and  Dr.  Charles  For- 
shaw concluded  the  meeting. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  annual  business  meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  April  27,  at  9.15  p.m., 
Mr.  Archibald  Currie  (President)  in  the  Chair. 

Ewing  Prize. 

The  President  reported  that  the  Ewing  pharmacy 
prize  (value  one  guinea)  had  been  gained  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Fordyce  Stronach,  8  Roseneath  Street,  who  had  presented 
one  of  the  best  papers  ever  given  in  connection  with  the 
competition,  and  had  gained  91  per  cent,  of  marks.  Mr.  J. 
Laidlaw  Ewing  then  presented  the  successful  competitor 
with  Southall's  "Materia  Medica,"  Perkin  and  Kipping's 
"  Organic  Chemistry,"  Newth's  "  Inorganic  Chemistry," 
and  Lowson's  "  Botanv,"  and  congratulated  him.  The 
President  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Ewing,  which 
was  cordially  passed. 

In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  author,  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford Hill  read  a  paper  on 

Concurrent  Curricula. 
By  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  F.C.S. 
The  scheme  which  the  author  set  forth  was  the  same 
I  as  that  communicated  to  the  Bristol  meeting  of  the 


748 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


May  7,  1904 


British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  modified  last  Janu- 
ary (see  C.  <£■  V.,  August  1,  1903,  page  244,  and  January  23, 
1904),  this  modification  consisting  in  dividing  the  ten- 
hour  week  of  the  first  year  thus  :  Chemistry  two  hours, 
Practical  Chemistry  three  hours,  Materia  Medica  one  hour, 
Pharmacy  one  hour,  Physics  one  hour,  Botany  one  hour, 
and  Practical  Botany  one  hour.  The  author  proceeded  to 
say  : 

Pharmacy  of  all  callings  is  one  in  which  practice  and 
■theory  must  be  closely  joined.  It  is  difficult  to  find  an  exact 
parallel,  and  the  fancy  pictures  of  pharmacy  drawn  by  post- 
prandial orators  are  like  the  impressionist  sketch  which  .was 
labelled  "Home"  because  "there  is  no  place  like  it."  A 
grim  commentary  on  our  educational  methods  is  given  in 
the  latest  report  of  the  Government  Visitor  to  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  examinations  in  London,  in  which  he 
says:  "As  usual  there  was  a  very  large  rejection  in  the 
practical  portions  of  the  examination,  the  failures  in  prac- 
tical pharmacy  and  dispensing  being  very  high,  whilst,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  was  more  success  than  of  late  in 
practical  chemistry.  My  often-expressed  opinion  that  the 
training  of  the  future  chemist  and  druggist  is  often  very 
defective  remains  unshaken."  In  other  words,  students  are 
being  trained  to  be  anything  but  pharmacists.  A  Chicago 
lady  while  visiting  Cornell  University  found  her  grandson 
at  work  over  a  forge.  A  look  of  dismay  covered  her  face. 
"  Why,  John,  your  grandfather  started  as  a  blacksmith." 
"It  turned  out  pretty  well,"  replied  the  student,  "since  it 
made  the  governor  a  millionaire."  "Yes,  but  he  did  not 
have  to  go  to  college  to  learn  the  trade,"  she  continued, 
shaking  her  head,  "  he  got  seven  dollars  a  week  from  the 
start,  and  here  you  are  paying  twenty-five  dollars  a  week  to 
stay  here.  I  must  speak  to  your  father  about  it."  That 
academic  training  will  be  most  effectual  which  is  closely 
allied  to  apprenticeship.  Problems  constantly  arise  in  prac- 
tice which  science  alone  can  explain.  To  take  apprentice- 
ship first  and  study  afterwards  is  like  stumbling  along  a 
dark  and  stony  way,  and  at  the  end  looking  back  with  an 
electric  searchlight  to  see  where  and  why  we  fell,  and  how 
we  might  have  avoided  disaster.  If  classes  be  taken  con- 
currently with  a  commercial  course  they  will  be  as  steady 
lights  fixed  at  regular  intervals  on  the  student's  way, 
making  it  pleasanter  as  well  as  safer.  There  is  of  course 
no  royal  road  to  learning.  As  Professor  Armstrong  recently 
wrote,  "  In  school,  as  in  the  world,  uninteresting  work  must 
be  done  sometimes ;  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  most  important 
to  acquire  the  art  of  doing  uninteresting  work  in  a  serious 
and  determined  way."  But  the  explanation  of  difficulties 
as  they  arise  will  save  much  weariness  and  unnecessary 
Jabour.  In  my  recently  published  book  on  "  Drugs,"  I  have 
endeavoured  to  carry  out  this  system,  each  term  or  process 
being  explained  as  it  occurs.  For  example,  the  first  men- 
tion of  an  alkaloid  (under  Aconite-root)  necessitates  a 
description  of  such  bodies,  whilst  the  first  description  of  an 
alkaloidal  assay  (under  Belladonna)  gives  occasion  for 
particulars  as  to  the  state  in  which  they  occur  in  plants,  and 
the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  to  isolate  them  in  a  pure 
state.  There  are  two  main  methods  of  learning — (1)  by 
studying  abstract  principles  and  then  finding  facts  to  illus- 
trate them ;  (2)  by  working  from  the  known  to  the  unknown, 
from  the  concrete  to  the  abstract,  from  facts  to  theories — 
and  it  is  the  second  which  I  would  advocate  for  pharma- 
ceutical students. 

To  keep  pace  with  class-work  it  is  necessary  to  do  much 
private  reading.  Apprenticeship,  therefore,  under  such  a 
scheme  would  be  little  more  than  half-time  employment. 
The  employer  might,  in  consequence,  well  ask  for  a  higher 
premium  for  the  apprentice  taken  under  such  conditions. 
The  student  would  have  a  better  chance  of  being  thoroughly 
■educated,  and,  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  legal  age,  would 
probably  be  able  to  pass  the  qualifying  examination.  The 
expenses  falling  on  parents  and  guardians  would  be  greater 
for  the  time,  but  would  cease  sooner.  An  ideal  method  of 
qualification  would  be  the  consideration  of  a  joint  report 
from  the  business  employer,  the  college  instructor,  and  the 
■official  examiner.  This  would  prevent  any  student  who  was 
mot  fully  prepared  becoming  qualified  by  accident,  and, 
•equally  important,  would  prevent  well-prepared  students 
being  rejected  because  of  trivial  errors  due  to  physical 
(fatigue  or  nervous  strain. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Boa  said  they  in  Edinburgh  did  not  appreciate  the 
-difficulties  which  surrounded  this  question  because  of  the 
favourable  position  in  which  they  stood  in  regard  to  educa- 
tion of  the  kind  required.  The  practice  among  appren- 
tices in  Edinburgh  was  very  much  in  accordance  with  what 
Mr.  Gadd  indicated.  It  was  the  usual  custom  to  attend 
■either  extra-mural  or  University  classes  or  those  of  the 
Heriot-Watt  College,  and  the  time  devoted  in  that  way 


worked  out  very  much  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Mr.  Gadd's 
scheme.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  method  of  a  con- 
current curriculum  had  worked  well  in  Edinburgh,  but  it 
might  not  be  so  easy  to  make  it  successful  in  other  places. 
There  was  one  point  of  danger  in  the  cry  for  greater  facili- 
ties for  study,  in  creating  a  feeling  that  more  time  should 
be  given  from  ordinary  work  in  the  pharmacy  during  ap- 
prenticeship. There  was  a  danger  that  apprentices  might 
neglect  pharmaceutical  practice  in  the  pharmacy  for  class 
work. 

Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland  said  those  who  lived  in  Edin- 
burgh had  little  conception  of  the  difficulties  that  con- 
fronted an  apprentice  in  a  small  provincial  town.  He 
served  his  apprenticeship  in  a  small  town  of  2,000  inhabi- 
tants, in  which  no  facilities  of  any  kind  existed  such  as 
they  had  in  Edinburgh.  He  would  have  been  only  too 
glad  to  avail  himself  of  such  a  scheme  as  had  been  sketched 
by  Mr.  Gadd. 

Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  said  the  idea  of  a  concurrent 
curriculum  must  have  been  in  the  mind  of  those  who  insti- 
tuted the  North  British  Branch,  for  at  the  second  annual 
meeting  in  April  1852,  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  John  Mackay, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Bremner,  and  unanimously  agreed 

That  it  is  expedient,  in  order  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  to  render  it  imperative 
that  all  future  apprentices  to  pharmaceutical  chemists  in 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  St.  Andrews,  and  other 
places  where  lectures  are  delivered,  shall  attend  at  least  one 
course  of  materia  medica  and  one  course  of  chemistry,  and 
resolve  that  this  meeting  strongly  recommend  an  especial 
clause  in  each  indenture  to  this  effect. 

At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Jacob  Bell  was  present  and 
moved 

"  That  this  meeting  recommend  that  pupils  attend  a 
course  of  instruction  in  practical  chemistry  and  botany 
whenever  they  have  the  opportunity  of  so  doing." 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Flockhart  and  unanimously 
agreed  to.  At  the  same  meeting  Mr.  Mackay  announced 
that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  with  Mr.  Roeding,  a 
German  apotheker  resident  in  Edinburgh,  to  hold  classes 
in  practical  pharmacy  at  hours  suitable  for  apprentices. 
At  a  later  date  an  arrangement  was  made  with  lecturers 
on  botany,  chemistry,  and  materia  medica  in  the  Univer- 
sity and  the  Edinburgh  School  of  Medicine  to  admit 
pharmaceutical  apprentices  to  their  courses  of  lectures  at 
special  fees.  That  arrangement  is  still  in  operation  so  far 
as  the  Edinburgh  School  of  Medicine  is  concerned,  but 
botany  is  the  only  University  class  to  which  it  now  applies. 
All  these  classes  are  held  during  the  day,  and  apprentices 
get  time  to  attend  them.  Mr.  Hill  also  explained  other 
educational  arrangements  which  have  since  come  into 
operation  in  Edinburgh,  especially  those  of  the  Heriot- 
Watt  College,  and  incidentally  mentioned  that  chemists' 
apprentices  do  not  pay  premiums  in  Scotland,  but  get 
salaries  of  10/.  to  25/.  a  year  (outdoors).  Continuing,  he 
said  it  would  be  wise  for  apprentices  to  get  a  grounding 
in  science  in  a  higher-grade  school  before  beginning 
apprenticeship,  and  after  it  was  finished  they  could  spend 
one  or  (preferably)  two  sessions  at  a  university  or  college. 
If  the  qualifying  examination  was  divided,  they  could  pass 
the  pure  science  subjects  at  the  close  of  the  first  session 
and  the  technical  subjects  at  the  close  of  the  second 
session.  In  that  way  they  would  be  qualified  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two,  which  is  quite  soon  enough.  Mr.  Gadd 
referred  to  the  Government  Visitor's  comment  on  the  large 
number  of  failures  in  London  in  practical  pharmacy  and 
dispensing.  In  the  Government  Visitor's  report  on  the 
Edinburgh  examinations  it  would  be  seen  that  this_  con- 
dition was  exactly  reversed ;  the  great  majority  of  failures 
in  practical  work  were  in  chemistry,  while  comparatively 
few  failed  in  pharmacy.  The  secret  of  that  he  believed  to 
be  that  in  Scotland,  with  relatively  few  exceptions,  the 
dispensing  of  prescriptions  is  in  the  hands  of  retail 
pharmacists.  In  England,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite 
common  to  find  chemists'  shops  where  a  prescription  is  not 
seen  once  in  six  months.  If  the  dispensing  were  done  by 
medical  practitioners,  they  might  not  have  a  strong  ground 
of  complaint,  but  in  thousands  of  cases  it  is  done  by 
persons  possessing  no  legal  qualification  as  dispensers  and 
without  any  guarantee  that  they  are  competent  to  perform 
such  responsible  work.      He  thought  this  a  great  public 


May  7,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


scandal.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Hill  emphasised  the  crying 
need  for  a  rational  division  of  the  Minor  examination. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  McCutcheon  (who 
mentioned  that  Haddingtonshire  pupils  desiring  to  attend 
one  of  the  higher-grade  schools  in  Edinburgh  get  their 
railway  fares  paid  by  the  County  Council),  Mr.  Spoor,  Mr. 
Plenderleith,  and  Mr.  Murray  ;  the  Chairman  summing 
it  up  and  expressing  the  Association's  indebtedness  to  Mr. 
Gadd  for  his  paper. 

Annual  Reports. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Plenderleith  (Hon.  Secretary)  then  read 
the  annual  report,  which  was  highly  satisfactory.  Photo- 
graphy had  during  the  year  been  taken  up  as  a  new 
department  of  the  Association's  work,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  hold  an  exhibition  of  pictures  at  the  beginning 
of  the  next  winter  session.  The  outside  visits  had  been 
more  numerous  and  a  decided  success.  The  report  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Mr.  E.  0.  Rowland  (Hon.  Treasurer)  read  the 
financial  statement,  which  showed  a  balance  of  11.  8s.  9d. 
He  suggested  that  the  working-expenses  of  the  Prize 
Fund  might  be  met  by  special  donations,  and  in  that  way 
the  ordinary  subscriptions  would  cover  all  outlays.  The 
statement  was  adopted  and  the  suggestion  as  to  the  Prize 
Fund  was  remitted  to  the  committee. 

The  Following  were  Elected  Office-bearers  : 
President,  Archibald  Currie ;  Vice-President,  Alexander 
McCutcheon  ;  Secretary,  Graham  D.  Thomson,  73  Princes 
Street;  Assistant  Secretary,  Herbert  R.  Nightingale; 
Treasurer,  David  A.  Young,  119  George  Street;  members 
of  Committee,  Misses  Glass  and  Watson,  Messrs.  Murray, 
Plenderleith,  E.  0.  Rowland,  Sclater,  Stronach,  and 
Tait;  Prize  Committee,  the  President,  Vice-President, 
and  Secretary,  and  Messrs.  Donald  McEwan,  Plender- 
leith, and  G.  Rowland. 

Other  Business. 

The  Association  agreed  to  request  Dr.  Taylor  Grant 
to  conduct  a  class  in  bacteriology  (theoretical  and  practi- 
cal) on  two  mornings  a  week  during  May,  June,  and  July, 
and  Mr.  McCutcheon  (Vice-President)  was  empowered  to 
take  names  and  make  arrangements. 

It  was  agreed  to  vote  one  guinea  to  the  Benevolent 
Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  privilege  of  meeting  in  the  Society's  House  in 
Edinburgh. 


Reading  Che/nists'  Association. 

A  social  evening  was  held  at  Table  Dainties  Restaurant, 
Reading,  on  Thursday  evening,  April  21,  Mr.  E.  Cardwell 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  fair  attendance.  Before  pro- 
ceeding with  the  musical  programme,  letters  were  sub- 
mitted from  various  associations  recommending  certain 
candidates  for  the  forthcoming  election.  It  was  also 
resolved  to  send  a  letter  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  congratulating 
him  on  having  passed  with  honours  the  Final  Bar  examina- 
tion. A  vocal  and  instrumental  concert  was  then  carried 
out,  items  being  contributed  by  Mrs.  Butler.  Mrs.  Harri- 
son, Miss  Tunbridge,  and  Messrs.  Cardwell.  Harrison, 
Moore,  Moseley,  Surplice,  and  F.  F.  A.  Tunbridge. 
Altogether  a  very  enjoyable  and  pleasant  evening  was 
spent. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  last  social  evening  of  the  session  was  held  at 
73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  April  28,  Mr.  W.  Watson-Will 
in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members 
and  friends,  and  Mr.  R.  E.  Lownsbrough  (who  had  charge 
of  the  proceedings)  provided  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme. Amongst  those  who  sang  were  Messrs.  Sydney 
Jamieson,  W.  W.  Ballantyne,  H.  Wilson,  E.  H.  Barker, 
D.  R.  Webb.  C.  J.  Strother,  and  Master  E.  Balch.  Mr. 
W.  Neale  Ellis  presided  at  the  piano.  Mr.  Watson-Will, 
in  responding  to  a  vote  of  thanks,  referred  to  the  valuable 
work  the  members  of  the  Association  had  done.     He  was  ■ 


pleased  to  see  that  Mr.  A.  B.  Britton  was  the  President 
this  session.  He  had  known  Mr.  Britton  for  many 
years — in  fact,  he  was  an  old  pupil  of  his,  and  he  always 
took  an  interest  in  his  "  old  boys."  A  collection  on  behalf 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  benevolent  fund1 
amounted  to  16s.  The  Chairman  remarked  that  the  fundi 
is  one  well  worthy  of  support,  and  it  has  the  additional 
recommendation  that  nineteen-and-elevenpence  out  of  every 
twenty  shillings  subscribed  is  spent  in  relief. 

Swansea  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Hotel  Metropole,  Swansea,  on  Thursday,  April  28,  Mr. 
John  Da  vies  (President)  in  the  chair.  Amongst 
those  present  were  Messrs.  Glyn-Jones  (London).  Jones, 
(Aberdare).  R.  Drane,  Anthony,  Hagon  and  Bellamy 
(Cardiff);  Gerrold  (Penarth),  Rees  (Brynammon),  Jones 
(Neath),  Loveluck  (Aberavon),  Thomas  (Briton  Ferry), 
John  Jones  (Secretary),  Hughes.  Howarth,  Jones,  J. 
Davies,  J.  Davies,  jun.,  T.  J.  Davies,  E.  Jones,  and 
Humphrey  (Swansea).  After  dinner  and  the  loyal  toast 
Mr.  Grose  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  which 
was  well  received,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  on  rising  to  reply, 
received  an  ovation.  He  at  the  outset  acknowledged  the 
kindly  enthusiasm  of  the  company,  and  heartily  endorsed 
and  supplemented  what  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Grose  as  to 
the  utilities  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He  touched 
caustically  on  the  class  of  man  who  stood  outside  captious 
and  cavilling,  fault-finding  and  grumbling  that  he  had  "not 
been  asked  " — men  who  enjoyed  the  benefits  for  which  other 
people  paid.  He  said  that  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
viewed  the  future  pessimistically  and  considered  that  there 
was  a  bad  time  coming  for  the  trade.  It  was  true  t Bract 
they  might  not  be  as  prosperous  in  some  directions  as  their 
forefathers  had  been,  but  the  chemists  of  to-day  were 
moving  and  striving  in  the  right  direction.  (Applause.) 
If  there  was  less  dispensing  done  there  was  more  pharmacy, 
and  the  chemist  got  commensurate  enjoyment  out  of  life. 
(Applause.)  As  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  he  cited  approv- 
ingly the  impressive  admission  of  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach  on  the  importance  of  remedying  the  evil  of  un- 
qualified men  in  the  trade.  Something  had  been  said 
about  compromise,  but  they  must  know  with  precision 
what  those  who  proffered  compromise  meant.  A  special 
and  weighty  significance,  he  argued,  attaches  to  Clause  7, 
it  being  to  prevent  unqualified  persons  getting  round  the 
requirements  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  by  means  of  the  Com- 
panies Acts.  Once  Parliament  allowed  a  qualified  employe 
to  sell  poisons  on  behalf  of  an  unqualified  employer, 
and  allowed  John  Smith  on  such  conditions  to  form  a 
limited  liability  company,  then  a  heavy  blow  would  be 
aimed  at  the  pharmaceutist,  and  his  position  might  then' 
be  reduced  to  that  of  a  mere  assistant  to  one  who  had  not 
got  the  necessary  credentials.  How  could  men  be  expected 
to  prepare  for  pharmaceutical  duties  with  such  an  out- 
look— to  study  carefully  at  a  great  outlay  of  time  and 
labour  and  money,  and  then  find  themselves  holding  sub- 
ordinate positions  at  two  or  three  pounds  a  week  ?  He 
submitted  with  emphasis  and  confidence  that  Government 
should  declare  that  the  pharmaceutical  responsibilities 
should  only  be  vested  in  men  who  were  able  to  use  their 
own  judgment  with  regard  to  the  business  they  carried  on. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  concluded  a  well-received' 
address  by  again  animadverting  upon  the  medicine-stamp 
question  on  the  lines  dealt  with  elsewhere,  and  again  said 
that  he  looked  forward  with  assured  hope  to  a  good  time 
coming  for  the  pharmaceutists  of  the  country.  (Loud 
applause.) 

Mr.  Jones  (Llanelly)  proposed  "The  Local  Pharma- 
ceutical Associations."  He  hoped  to  live  long  enough  to 
see  an  association  founded  at  Llanelly,  and  also  to  see  the 
various  Associations  welded  into  a  compact  "Western 
Wales  Association."  (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  R.  Drane,  in  responding,  felicitated  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
"a  Welshman  among  Welshmen,"  on  his  well-merited 
achievements,  and  commended  associated  effort  in  the 
trade  for  the  betterment  and  uplifting  of  trade  conditions. 
He  proceeded  in  his  characteristic  style  to  speak  of  the 
condition  of  pharmacy,  and  in  concluding  appealed  for 
support  to  Mr.  Hagon  as  a  candidate  for  the  Pharmafe- 
ceutical  Council. 
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Mr.  A.  Hagon  also  replied.  He  said  he  was  glad  to 
note  the  extraordinary  revival  throughout  Wales  in  the 
last  five  years  in  pharmaceutical  politics.  (Applause.)  The 
old  isolation  had  passed;  the  "dry  bones"  were  coming 
together,  and  new  and  associated  life  had  supervened. 
(Applause.)  Taking  the  position  generally  they  found 
now  seventy-five  Associations  of  chemists  in  England  and 
Wales  meeting  to  discuss  pharmaceutical  questions,  and 
he  believed  there  was  a  career  for  the  chemists  of  the 
future.  He  was  no  believer  in  the  wail  of  the  men  who 
cried  that  "pharmacy  is  no  good."  The  trade  must 
rise  to  the  level  of  its  needs,  and  aim  at  having  its  forces 
linked  to  one  central  body  so  that  it  might  become  a 
power  in  the  land.  Having  glanced  at  the  amenities  and 
amities  fostered  and  sustained  by  association,  he  asked  if  it 
was  not  necessary  that  Wales  should  be  represented  on  the 
Council.  If  Scotland  was  entitled  to  two  representatives, 
surely  Welshmen  were  entitled  to  one.  (Applause.) 

This  part  of  Mr.  Hagon's  remarks  was  illustrated  with  a 
map,  the  black  portion  of  which  was  stated  to  indicate  the 


portion  of  Great  Britain  not  represented  on  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council,  the  represented  portion  being  white. 
Mr.  Hagon  proceeded  to  outline  his  views,  as  we  have 
already  recorded  them,  saying  it  was  incumbent  upon 
them  to  fight  to  the  last  for  the  privilege  of  their  charter 
as  chemists  and  druggists.  (Loud  applause.)  As  to 
the  Pharmacy  Bill,  he  would  not  agree  to  compromise  on 
the  principle  of  their  qualification  as  traders.  Once  they 
yielded  on  this  they  would  be  giving  away  their  birth- 
right.   (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  Glyn- Jones  said  that  he  was  going  to  vote  for  the 
election  of  Mr.  Hagon.  (Much  applause.)  They  wanted 
men  from  the  different  districts  on  the  Council,  repre- 
senting different  classes  of  the  trade,  and  Mr.  Hagon 
represented  a  type  of  trade  they  could  do  with  on  the 
Council.  (Applause.)  And,  moreover,  there  was  the 
fact  that  Wales  had  no  representative  on  the  Pharma- 
ceutical body.  (Hear,  hear.) 

T7.Mj„ J'  Davies  Save  th«  toast  of  "  The  Benevolent 
w  • i  ..Mr'  Grose  responded,  and  proposed  "  The 
President,"  who  was  enthusiastically  cheered.  He  grace- 
fully thanked  the  company.      "The  Visitors"  was  pro-  j 


posed  by  Mr.  J.  Davies,  and  Mr.  Loveluck  (Aberavon) 
and  Mr.  Anthony  (Cardiff)  responded,  after  which  a 
vivacious  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  with  the 
National  Anthem. 


Mr.  Joseph  E.  Salter,  who  passed  the  Minor  examina- 
tion last  month,  has  been  appointed  as  one  of  the  town 
representatives  of  Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Son. 

Veronal  in  "  Tabloid  "  form  has  been  added  by  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.  to  their  list.  It  is  in  half- 
gram  and  one-gram  doses  in  bottles  of  twenty-five. 

The  R.  E.  P.  Book,  which  Messrs.  Elliman,  Sons  &  Co., 
Slough,  have  recently  published  for  presentation  to  buyers 
of  Elliman's  Universal  Embrocation,  has  met  with  such 
approbation  that  the  firm  are  able  to  print  in  this  issue 
nearly  a  page  of  appreciations  selected  from  letters 
received  by  them. 

A  May  Offer. — During  this  month  Messrs.  Arthur  H. 
Cox  &  Co.  (Limited),  Brighton,  are  to  give  to  every 
chemist  who  orders  two  gross  of  packed  pills  and  tablets 
from  them  a  handsome  nickel  and  glass  show  case  filled 
with  dummies  of  their  various  packed  lines,  and  a  show- 
stand  for  tablet-bottles. 

"Ensign  Film"  Competition. — Messrs.  Houghtons 
(Limited),  88  and  89  High  Holborn,  W.C.,  inform  us  that, 
in  order  to  simplify  the  entering  of  photographs  for  the 
' '  Ensign  Film  "  competition,  it  has  been  decided  that  com- 
petitors need  only  send  a  mounted  print  made  from  the 
"Ensign"  film  negative.  The  company  reserve  the  right 
to  ask  for  any  film  negative  from  which  a  winning  print 
is  made. 

Dagas  Papers. — Messrs.  Cadett  &  Neall  (Limited), 
Ashtead,  Surrey,  have  brought  out  a  new  series  of  gas- 
light papers  and  self-toning  and  bromide  postcards.  The 
gaslight  paper  is  known  as  "  Dagas,"  and  is  printed  by 
artificial  light  and  manipulated  in  subdued  gaslight  or 
daylight.  The  sensitised  postcards  are  of  three  kinds — 
"Dagas,"  bromide,  and  self-toning.  We  hope  to  report 
the  results  of  a  practical  trial  in  an  early  issue. 

Photographic  Novelties. — Messrs.  W.  Butcher  & 
Sons,  Camera  House,  Farringdon  Avenue,  E.C.,  send  us 
two  useful  photographic  accessories.  The  one  is  a  com- 
bined hypo  measure  and  dissolver,  and,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  picture,  is  the  application  of  a  well-known 
method  of  solution  in  the  making  of  a  fixing-bath.  The 


wire-gauze  basket  holds  2  oz.  of  hypo  and  sells  at  6d. 
The  other  novelty  is  a  useful  dark-room  pin,  which  is 
used  either  as  a  pin  or  as  a  clip  when  it  is  desired  to 
hang  up  prints  to  dry.  These  pins  sell  at  6d.  per  box 
ef  eighteen. 

Modern  Toilet- soaps. — Price's   Patent   Candle  Com- 
pany (Limited),  Battersea,  S.W.,  have  for  more  than  a 
generation  been  manufacturers  of  toilet-soaps  which  may 
be  regarded  in  one  sense  as  a  by-product  of  the  special 
;  manufacture  with  which  their  name  has  so  long  been 
j  associated.    We  are  reminded  of  a  visit  which  we  paid  to 
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their  works  some  years  ago,  when  the  soap  department 
proved  to  be  not  the  least  interesting,  for  there  we 
found  modern  machinery  and  modern  methods,  the  scale 
of  production  being  surprising.  Since  then  progress  has 
not  been  interrupted,  and  we  now  have  before  us  the 
latest  examples  of  the  company's  products.  These  com- 
prise cold-cream  soap,  violet  de  Parma,  rose,  and  other 
favourite  odours,  in  combination  with  a  remarkably  pure 
soap-basis,  which  in  certain  cases  is  superfatted.  The 
soaps  are  well  milled  and  moulded,  and  their  composition 
is  controlled  by  the  company's  chemists  so  as  to  ensure 
that  no  constituent  is  used  which  would  irritate  the  most 
sensitive  skin.  The  soaps  are  also  handsomely  packed, 
each  cake  being  enfolded  in  impervious  paper  before 
wrapping  in  the  attractive  cover.  They  are  boxed  in 
threes  and  dozens,  the  wrappers  and  labels  being  artistic 
in  design  and  execution  ;  and  the  company  are  prepared  to 
supply  chemists  with  the  soaps  bearing  the  buyer's  name 
and  any  fancy  title  on  the  wrappers  and  labels. 

Spring  Confectionery. — This  is  the  most  appropriate 
name  we  can  give  to  a  series  of  new  pastilles  and  tablets 
which  Messrs.  Jules  Denoual  &  Co.,  Carlton  Works,  New 
Cross  Road,  S.E.,  have  introduced.  They  comprise  lime- 
juice  and  sulphur  blood-tablets,  sulphur -ahd-sarsaparilla 
tablets,  sulphur  tablets,  sulphur  and  lime-juice  blood- 
pastilles  (crystallised  jujubes),  and  assorted  fruit-juice 
pastilles.  These  are  all  uaintily  made  and  produced,  and 
the  labels  on  the  containers  are  free  from  liability. 

The  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia  "  is  now  so  universal  a  part 
of  the  stock-in-trade  of  the  complete  pharmacist  that  it  can- 
not be  out  of  place  to  mention  in  this  section  the  appearance 
of  a  new  edition  (the  eleventh) .  The  little 
engraving  which  we  give  shows  that  the 
form  of  the  book  is  slightly  altered, 
the  edges  being  round,  and  although  the 
book  contains  809  pages,  as  compared 
with  688  in  the  last  edition,  it  is  thinner 
and  lighter.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  now  printed  on  what  is  known 
as  bible  paper.  The  appearance  is 
altogether  much  improved,  and  the 
print  is  easier  read,  perhaps  because  the 
paper  is  free  from  the  yellow  tint  of  previous  editions. 
Dr.  W.  Harrison  Martindale  and  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott  have 
been  engaged  on  the  revision  of  the  book  during  the  past 
eight  months,  and  while  the  increased  number  of  pages 
suffices  to  indicate  the  extent  of  the  revision  and  the 
elaboration,  the  fact  that  1,200  new  titles  are  included  in 
the  index  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  increased  worth  of 
the  book.  It  includes  new  sections  on  radiology,  mineral 
waters  (exceedingly  concise),  and  a  re-arrangement  of  the  in- 
formation on  surgical  dressings  and  appliances.  The 
therapeutic  index  of  diseases  is  also  completely  re-arranged, 
internal  remedies  being  printed  in  Roman  type  and 
external  remedies  in  italics.  Our  examination  of  the  new 
edition  shows  that  the  revisers  have  been  careful  to  retain 
all  that  is  valuable  in  the  old,  and  have  introduced  a  very 
great  deal  that  is  useful  to  prescribers  and  dispensers.  For 
example,  there  is  a  clever  table  of  approximate  melting- 
points  and  consistence  of  some  fats  and  waxes  suitable  for 
suppositories,  pastes,  creams,  and  ointments,  which  ought 
to  be  worth  a  good  deal  to  dispensers.  The  "  Extra  Pharma- 
copoeia "  is  still  published  by  Mr.  H.  K.  Lewis,  136  Gower 
Street,  W.C.,  and  the  price  has  been  reduced  to  9s.  6d. 
net,  or  post  free  9s.  Qd. 

Pollantin  is  the  name  which  Dr.  Dunbar,  of  the  State 
Hygienic  Institute,  Hamburg,  gave  to  the  serum  which  he 
introduced  two  years  ago  as  a  specific  remedy  for  hay- 
fever  and  similar  disorders  arising  from  pollen-poison  It 
is  an  antitoxic  serum,  prepared  on  a  similar  principle  to 
other  antitoxins,  and  the  reports  which  Sir  Felix 
Semon,  M.D.,  has  published  regarding  it  have  attracted 
the  attention  of  medical  men  in  this  country.  The  rights 
in  the  manufacture  of  pollantin  (under  Dr.  Dunbar's  super- 
vision) have  been  acquired  by  Messrs.  Sehimmel  &  Co.,  of 
Miltitz,  near  Leipzig,  and  they  are  now  putting  it  on  this 
market  through  Messrs.  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Thomp- 
son (Limited),  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.  Pollantin  is  put 
up  in  two  forms — liquid,  to  retail  at  5s.,  and  powder, 
which  sells  at  6s.    These  are  in  aluminium  pocket  cases, 


with  a  sterilised  brush  for  application,  and  sufficient  of 
the  remedy  for  a  fortnight's  treatment.  The  results  so 
far  obtained  on  the  Continent,  in  this  country,  and  in 
the  United  States  show  that  pollantin  is  a  specific,  and 
now  that  it  is  to  be  obtainable  in  an  improved  and  cheaper 
form,  as  well  as  in  abundant  supply,  our  subscribers  may 
expect  a  more  general  demand  for  it. 


Birtbs. 


Henderson. — At  King's  Road,  Hitchin,  on  April  28, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  H.  John  Henderson,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  of  a  daughter. 

Symington. — At  Corston,  Beaufort  Road,  Inverness,  on 
May  4,  the  wife  of  Mr.  J.  Martin  Symington,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  daughter. 


flDarnaoee. 

Carey — Maggs. — On  May  2,  at  Owlerton  Parish  Church, 
Sheffield,  by  the  vicar  (the  Rev.  H.  A.  Goodwin,  M.A.), 
Sydenham  Godfrey  Carey,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Assistant .  Dispenser  for  the  Sheffield  Union,  to  Philippa 
Jane,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Edward  Maggs,  of 
Coalpit  Heath,  near  Bristol. 

Harvey — Wood. — On  April  30,  at  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  New  York,  by  the  Rev.  Percy  S.  Grant, 
rector,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Clifton  Smith,  Ralph 
Key,  son  of  the  late  Charles  Harvey,  of  Streatham, 
Surrey,  and  Giltspur  Street,  London,  and  Mrs.  Harvey, 
37  Roland  Gardens,  South  Kensington,  to  Mary  (Minnie) 
Anna  Esterbrook,  eldest  daughter  of  Francis  Wood,  of 
Franklin  Place,  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A. 

Jones — Steward. — On  April  27,  Robert  Haselwood 
Jones,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  88  Norwood  Road,  S.E., 
to  Emily  K.  Steward. 

Simpson — Hoy. — At  the  United  Free  Church,  Forrest 
Road,  Edinburgh,  on  April  27,  by  the  Rev.  R.  J. 
Drummond,  D.D.,  Lothian  Road,  Alexander  George 
Simpson,  chemist,  Boscombe,  Bournemouth,  to  Emma, 
fourth  and  eldest  surviving  daughter  of  Mr.  James  Hoy, 
5  Bellevue  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 

Smith — Green. — On  April  27,  at  the  Parish  Church, 
Denver,  Norfolk,  Frank  Smith,  chemist,  128  Dereham 
Road,  Norwich,  to  Florence,  younger  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  George  Green,  College  Farm,  Denver. 


©eatbs. 


Endle. — At  16  Frognal,  Hampstead,  N.W.,  on  May  1, 
from  cardiac  failure  and  locomotor  ataxy,  Mr.  Frederick 
Endle,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Boscombe,  Hants, 
aged  fifty-two  years. 

Fewtrell. — At  Turriff  Hospital,  of  typhoid  fever,  on 
April  25,  Mr.  Patrick  Roy  Fewtrell,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Turriff,  aged  twenty-three. 

Gray.— The  death  took  place  on  April  29  of  Mr.  James 
Gray,  at  his  residence  in  Belfast,  after  a  somewhat 
lengthened  illness.  Deceased  formerly  carried  on  business 
as  a  druggist  at  Peter's  Hill,  Belfast. 

McKenzie. — At  the  residence  of  his  father,  Cornhill  of 
Park,  Banffshire,  on  April  29,  Mr.  James  McKenzie, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-six.  _  Mr.  McKenzie 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Bailie  Seivwright,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Cullen.  He  afterwards,  and  when  quite  a, 
young  man,  entered  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Barron, 
Harveys  &  Co.,  of  Giltspur  Street,  E.C.  Subsequently 
he  became  manager  in  one  of  the  departments  of  Messrs. 
Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis  (Limited),  Southwark,  S.E.  He 
took  a  leading  interest  in  Y.M.C.A.  work  in  London,  and 
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was  an  office-bearer  of  St.  Pancras  Liberal  Association.  A 
sad  circumstance  in  connection  with  his  death  is  that  about 
a  fortnight  ago,  while  in  a  state  of  convalescence  from  a 
■serious  illness,  he  went  home  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his 
mother,  but  after  arrival  at  Cornhill  was  unable  to  accom- 
igany  the  cortege  to  the  place  of  burial. 

Lyon. — The  death  has  recently  occurred  of  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Lyon,  principal  of  Messrs.  Jeremiah  Lyon  &  Co.,  East 
Indian  merchants,  Lombard  Court,  London,  E.C.  Mr. 
Xyon  had  been  in  failing  health  for  about  four  years,  and 

it  was  apparent  lat- 
terly that  he  was 
losing  strength  ra- 
pidly, so  that  his 
death  was  not  alto- 
gether unexpected, 
lie  was  a  man  of 
great  physical  and 
mental  energy,  and 
was  never  happier 
than  when  working 
at  the  highest  pres- 
sure. He  started 
the  business  which 
bears  his  name  in 
1866,  and,  although 
of  modest  dimen- 
sions at  first,  de- 
velopments rapidly 
followed,  until  to- 
day it  has  its  rami- 
fications over  prac- 
tically the  whole 
of  the  world,  al- 
though  India  and 

■the  Far  East  are  the  chief  centres  of  its  activity.  The 
■firm  have  a  very  large  connection  with  drug-houses  in 
the  East,  and  they  are  among  the  largest  exporters  of 
chemicals  and  drugs  in  London.  Mr.  Lyon  took  a  keen 
interest  in  social  reform,  and  he  and  the  late  Mr.  S.  M. 
(Burroughs  worked  hand  in  hand  in  several  benevolent 
directions ;  and  Mr.  Burroughs  was  one  of  his  keenest 
supporters  when  Mr.  Lyon  contested  the  Dartford  divi- 
sion of  Kent  against  Sir  W.  Hart-Dyke  in  1893. 

Mann. — At  New  Hampton,  on  April  21,  Mr.  Thomas 
Mann,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-four.  Mr.  Mann 
for  a  very  long  period  carried  on  business  in  Park  Terrace, 
Hampton  Hill.    He  was  a  staunch  Nonconformist. 

Moore. — At  21  Regency  Square,  Brighton,  on  April  25. 
Mr.  Edward  Henry  Moore,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged 
seventy-four  years.  Mr.  Moore  was  a  native  of  Brighton. 
He  early  -  showed  scientific  ability,  and  was  one  of  the 

first  to  pass  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society's  ex- 
aminations. He  then 
started  in  business  in 
Shoreham,  Sussex,  but 
a  few  years  later  joined 
his  father  in  partner- 
ship at  67  and  68  Pres- 
ton Street,  Brighton, 
where  he  remained  un- 
til his  retirement  from 
pharmacy  fifteen  years 
ago.  When  the  first 
Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  was  en- 
forced he  was  ap- 
pointed public  analyst 
for  Brighton,  and  he 
also  held  the  appoint- 
ments for  East  Sussex, 
West  Sussex,  and  three 
ether  places ;  but  he  resigned  them  all  four  or  five  years 
ago  on  account  of  failing  health.  He  had  also  been  gas- 
analyst  for  Brighton.  Mr.  Moore  was  a  keen  sportsman 
and  an  ardent  cyclist— in  fact,  he  was  one  of  the  first  in 
England  to  learn  to  ride  the  modern  machine.  This  he 
started  in  1867;  and  it  is  a  notable  fact  that  his  son,  Mr. 
Henry  Moore,  although  a  chemist  and  druggist,  has  carried 


this  spirit  to  practical  effect,  for  when  his  father  vacated 
the  premises  he  and  his  father  before  him  had  used  as  a 
pharmacy,  Mr.  Henry  Moore  turned  it  into  a  cycle  depot, 
and  later  added  the  motor-business  to  it.  Mrs.  Moore 
survives  her  husband,  and,  in  addition  to  her  son,  has  six 
talented  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  connected  with  the 
musical  and  theatrical  professions.  They  are  Mrs.  Pert- 
wee,  Miss  Ada  Moore,  Madame  Bertha  Moore,  Mrs. 
Cairns  James,  Miss  Eva  Moore,  and  Miss  Decima  Moore. 

Andrew. — Mr.  Hugo  Andrea?,  the  managing  director  of 
the  Deutsche  Gold  und  Silber  Scheide  Anstalt,  vormals 
Roessler,  Frankfort  a.M.,  Germany,  died  at  Frankfort 
recently.  Mr.  Andrese  had  been  connected  with  the  above 
company  throughout  his  commercial  career,  and  a  con- 
siderable share  of  its  success  was  due  to  his  energy  and 
business  ability.  Under  his  management  the  company 
developed  a  large  business  in  potassium  cyanide  and  fine 
chemicals.  Mr.  Andreas  was  a  first  director  of  the  now 
extinct  Auerbach  Quinine  Works. 

Phillips. — On  May  2,  at  his  residence,  64a  Hamilton 
Terrace,  N.W.,  Mr.  John  Phillips,  of  John  Phillips  & 
Sons,  sponge-merchants,  York  Boad,  City  Road,  E.G., 
aged  sixty-eight. 

Smith. — At  Broadstairs,  on  April  17,  Mr.  Harold  James 
Smith,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Grimsby,  aged  twenty- 
nine. 

Stephenson. — On  May  2,  George  William,  eldest  son  of 
Mr.  Robert  Stephenson,  chemist  and  druggist,  84  Barker- 
end  Road,  Bradford,  aged  twenty-five. 

Thompson. — At  Strathclyde  House,  Carlisle,  on 
April  28,  Mr.  John  Thomas  Thompson,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  aged  fifty-six. 


Society  of  public  analysts. 


11  HE  monthly  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at 
Burlington  House  on  Wednesday,  May  4,  the  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Thomas  Fairley)  in  the  chair.  The  first  paper, 
by  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.I.C.,  Ph.C,  on 

Cod-liver  Oil  and  other  Fish-oils 
was,  in  the  author's  absence,  read  by  Mr.  Bevan.  The 
chemical  and  physical  properties  of  cod-liver  oil  were 
compared  with  those  of  other  fish-oils.  The  sp.  gr.  of 
genuine  cod-liver  oils  varies  between  0.926  and  0.928. 
Most  oils,  cod-liver  or  otherwise,  give  a  violet  colour  with 
sulphuric  acid,  but  by  carefully  noting  the  series  of  colour- 
changes  produced,  the  test  becomes  of  value.  In  the  dis- 
cussion Meyer's  colour-reaction  was  recommended,  which 
consists  in  adding  one  drop  of  a  mixture  of  nitric  and  sul- 
phuric acids  to  15  drops  of  oil,  and  gives  a  salmon-pink 
with  cod-liver  oil;  but  it  was  regretted  that  no  method  is 
available  for  distinguishing  between  cod  and  other  fish 
liver  oils.    Mr.  Liverseege's  second  paper,  on 

Mushroom  Ketchup, 
gave  the  analysis  of  two  samples  of  ketchup,  and  in  the 
discussion  Mr.  G.  R.  Thompson,  public  analyst  for  Mon- 
mouthshire, stated  that,  in  his  county,  it  is  a  common 
practice  to  add  toasted  pig's-liver  in  the  manufacture  of 
ketchup.  After  a  "  Note  on  some  Constants  Obtained 
with  Margarine,"  Mr.  A.  R.  Ling,  F.I.C.,  read  one  on 

The  Estimation  of  Sugars  in  Concentrated  Malt 
Extracts, 

in  which  he  showed  that  glucose  is  a  normal  constituent  of 
malt  extract  to  the  extent  of  from  12  to  20  per  cent.,  being 
formed  during  the  manufacturing-process,  which  is  two- 
fold, involving  (i)  mashing,  and  (ii)  concentration.  The 
fact  that  glucose  is  normally  present  is  important,  as  it 
might  otherwise  be  supposed  to  be  an  adulterant. 


A  New  Manufacture  at  the  Government  cinchona- 
plantations  at  Darjeeling  is  sulphate  of  cinchonidine,  which 
should  find  a  ready  market  in  India. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
.have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
^greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
-quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  :  May  5. 

TDUSINESS  in  drugs  and  chemicals  for  the  most  part 
continues  extremely  dull,  and  price-alterations  are 
mostly  of  minor  consequence.  The  quinine-market  in 
second-hands  is  rather  firmer,  and  a  better  -demand  is 
noted.  Citric  acid  is  also  a  trifle  firmer  owing  to  the 
warmer  weather  and  improved  business.  Refined  camphor 
is  still  easy,  and  one  refiner  has  substantially  reduced  his 
price.  Cascara  sagrada  is  freely  offered  at  easier  prices, 
holders  being  anxious  to  make  progress.  Cod-liver  oil 
is  flat  owing  to  the  absence  of  demand.  Vanilla  at  auction 
was  in  good  demand.  The  following  table  shows  the 
principal  changes  of  the  week  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Acid,  citric 

Golden-seal 

Cascara 

Ammonia 

Cocoa-butter 

Oil,  orange, 

sagrada 

sulphate 

Guarana 

sweet 

Oil,  caraway 

Camphor 

Nutmegs 

Quinine 

Pimento 

(Eng.  ref.) 

(sec.  hands) 

Chloroform 
Cinnamon 

chips 
Oil,  buchu 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Vanilla 

Cablegrams. 

Hamburg  : — Refined  camphor  is  quiet  at  575m.  per  100 
kilos.  Ergot  is  dull  of  sale  at  290m.  per  100  kilos.,  and 
menthol  is  easier. 

Smyrna,  May  5  : — The  opium  crop  prospects  continue  to 
remain  favourable  owing  to  propitious  weather.  The  tone 
Is,  however,  firmer,  as  United  States  buyers  are  still  in  the 
market. 

New  York,  May  5  : — The  market  here  is  dull.  Opium 
remains  easy,  at  $2.70  per  lb.  for  single  cases.  Cascara 
sagrada  is  quiet,  at  15c.  per  lb.,  and  buckthorn  is  active, 
at  5c.  Refined  camphor  is  easy,  at  64c.  per  lb.,  and 
hydrastis  canadensis  has  advanced  to  $1.20  per  lb.  Cod 
liver  oil  is  dull  of  sale,  at  $65  per  barrel.  Peppermint 
oil  is  strong,  at  $3.35  per  lb.  for  American  HGH  and  $3.60 
;per  lb.  for  bulk  oil. 

Bergen,  May  4  : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norwav  since  the  opening  of  the  season  now  amounts 
to  39,881.000,  which  has  yielded  11.187  barrels  of  oil. 
At  the  corresponding  period  of  1903  the  catch  amounted 
to  37,117.000,  and  the  yield  1,919  barrels;  and  in  the 
same  week  of  1902,  37.229.000  cod  were  caught,  the  yield 
being  17,473  barrels  of  oil.  The  fishing  at  Finmarken  is 
making  but  slow  progress,  and  the  market  is  weaker 
again,  finest  new  non-congealing  oil  offering  at  2C0s. 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 


Acid,  Citric,  is  about  ^d.  per  lb.  dearer  this  week, 
owing  to  a  much  improved  demand,  and  Is.  per  lb.  is  now 
the  lowest  price  for  English  crystals. 

Almonds.— A  report  from  Messina,  dated  April  30, 
states  that  the  "bull"  tendency  remains  predominant  in 
Sicily  in  spite  of  the  optimistic  reports  from  Aix.  Buyers 
are  chiefly  proprietors  in  the  interior,  which  proves  that 


the  crop  is  really  short  :  only  Catania  and  Avola  report 
average  crops.  P.  and  G.  sweet  is  quoted  64s.  Zd.,  and 
bitter  67.?.  9d.  Current  Avola  prompt  73s.  and  choice  83*. 
per  cwt.  of  50|  kilos.,  f.o.b. 

Aloes. — About  22  boxes  of  capey  Curacaos  and  5  cases 
of  E.I.  small  skins  have  arrived  this  week. 

Areca. — The  exports  of  areca  from  Pondicherry  during 
1903  amounted  to  32  bags,  compared  with  137  bags  and 
122  bags  during  1902  and  1901  respectively. 

Arrowroot. — It  is  said  that  a  considerable  number  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  arrowroot-estates  in  St.  Vincent 
are,  in  the  near  future,  to  devote  themselves  to  the 
cultivation  of  cotton,  which  fact  may  eventually  bring 
about  dearer  prices  for  arrowroot.  No  supplies  were 
offered  at  the  London  auction  on  Tuesday,  and  privately 
the  market  is  reported  firmer,  added  to  which  deliveries 
during  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  amounted  to  8,068 
barrels,  against  5.487  barrels  last  year.  The  stock  is  now 
9,022  barrels,  against  11,205  barrels. 

Asafetida. — The  s.s.  Godliston,  from  Bunder  Abbas, 
has  arrived  with  142  cases,  and  the  s.s.  Alejrpo,  from 
Bombay,  146  cases. 

Bayberry-bark. — Lower  prices  are  quoted  for  June-July 
shipment — viz.,  35s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Benzoin. —  Small  sales  of  fair  Sumatra  seconds  have 
been  made  at  11.  5s.,  and  of  ordinary  at  51.  2s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  The  arrivals  this  week  include  14  cases  of  Palem- 
bang. 

Calcium  Carbide. — Owing  to  the  recent  dissolution  of 
the  syndicate,  the  prices  of  calcium  carbide  have  steadily 
decreased  during  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  Efforts  are, 
however,  being  made  to  arrange  a  new  syndicate  on  the 
Continent. 

Camphor. — Although  one  English  refiner  has  dropped  his 
quotation  for  bells  to  2s.  dd.  per  lb.,  the  others  quote 
from  3s.  to  3s.  dd.  per  lb.,  which  prices  could  probably  be 
shaded  in  second-hands.  Japanese  tablets  are  now  obtain- 
able at  2s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — A  correspondent  of  the  "  Ceylon  Ob- 
server" states  that  the  cardamom-crop  at  Rangala  is  small 
■ — nothing  like  that  of  the  past  two  seasons — and  not  much 
will  be  picked  in  that  district  during  the  next  four  or  five 
months. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quiet  and  tending  easier,  owing  to 
the  accumulation  of  stocks.  Good  pale  thin  bark  is 
obtainable  at  72*.  6d. ,  from  which  prices  range  up  to  80s. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  age.  For  forward  shipment  60s.  to 
62.s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Chiretta. — There  is  a  steady  demand  for  small  lots, 
which  are  being  sold  at  Zd.  per  lb. 

Chloroform. — The  makers  announce  a  reduction  of  2d. 
per  lb.  to-day  in  the  pure  B.P.  quality,  which  is  now 
quoted  at  from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  9fZ.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quantity.  S.V.R.  chloroform  is  unchanged.  Prospective 
competition  is  said  to  be  the  cause  of  the  reduction. 

Cinchona. — The  stock  in  first  hands  at  Amsterdam  on 
April  28  consisted  of  3.185  packages  of  Government  and 
7.649  packages  of  private  bark,  including  the  7,903 
packages  to  be  offered  in  auction  on  May  19.  The  N.V. 
Nederlandsche  Veem  at  Amsterdam  reports  the  shipments 
from  Java  to  Europe  as  follows  : 


Year. 

Amst.  lbs. 

Year. 

Amst.  lbs. 

1904 

  1,495,000 

1898  ... 

...  856.000 

1903 

  1,074,000 

1897  ... 

560,000 

1902 

  1,000,000 

1896  ... 

419,000 

1901 

  800,000 

1895  ... 

615.000 

1900 

  530,000 

1894  ... 

515.000 

1899 

  996,000 

1893  ... 

649,000 

Total  shipments, 

January  to  A 

j>ril. 

Year. 

Amst.  lbs. 

Year. 

Amst.  lbs. 

1904 

  3,918.000 

1898  ... 

...  3.212,000 

1903 

  3,378,000 

1897  ... 

...  1,910,000 

1902 

  3.155.000 

1896  ... 

...  2.492.000 

1901 

  3.423.000 

1895  ... 

...  2,477,000 

1900 

  2,436,000 

1894  ... 

...  2,388,000 

1899 

  3,021,800 

1893  ... 

...  2,530,000 

754 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


May  7,  1904 


Cocaine. — Hydrochloride  is  firm  under  the  influence  of 
the  recent  higher  prices  paid  for  crude.  There  is  steady- 
trade  demand,  mostly  for  delivery  off  contract. 

Cocoa-butter. — At  auction  65  tons  of  Cadbury's  A  brand 
was  offered  and  sold  at  ll|c?.  to  Is.,  being  %cl.  dearer. 
Six  cases  (in  3  oz.  tablets)  were  also  sold  at  Is.  l^d.  to 
Is.  l%d.  per  lb.  ,  At  the  Amsterdam  auction  on  May  3, 
65  tons  of  Van  Houten's  sold  at  635C  to  65fc.  (average 
price  being  65.25c),  against  63.40c.  at  the  previous 
auction;  14  tons  of  de  Jong  was  offered,  of  which  1,100 
kilos,  sold  at  63c,  and  10  tons  of  Mignon,  of  which 
5,760  kilos,  was  sold  at  63c 

Dragon's-blood. — Dull  lump  has  been  sold  in  a  small 
way  at  from  51.  15s.  to  61.  per  cwt.  Five  cases  of  medium 
quality  have  arrived. 

Galls. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  in  Persian  galls 
at  full  values.  Blue  are  quoted  55s.  to  56s.,  green  52s. 
to  52s.  6d.,  and  white  52s.  to  53s.  per  cwt.  Market  is  bare 
of  Smyrna  galls.  Japanese  galls  have  been  offered  rather 
more  freely  ;  and  for  Chinese  there  are  buyers  at  48s.,  c.i.f., 
and  sellers  at  about  50s.  per  cwt. 

Gamboge. — An  arrival  of '  25  cases  of  Siam  pipe,  of 
mostly  good  quality,  has  taken  place. 

Gentian. — Whole  root  is  steady,  with  a  fair  consump- 
tive demand  at  21s.,  and  cut  26s.  per  cwt. 

Glucose  is  steady,  at  lis.  3d.  per  cwt.  for  liquid 
Buffalo  H. 

Guarana. — Advices  from  New  York,  dated  April  27, 
report  a  scarcity  of  guarana,  and  dealers  have  advanced 
their  quotations  to  80  c.  to  82^  c.  per  lb.  as  to  quantity. 

Gum  Arabic. — At  auction  13  cases  of  Karachi-Amrad 
sold  at  17s.  for  red  pickings  and  17s.  6d.  for  pale  sittings. 

Ipecacuanha. — Practically  no  business  has  been  done 
this  week ;  Rio  is  offered  at  4s.  9c?.  for  common  wirey 
up  to  5s.  Zd.  for  good  bright,  and  4s.  6d.  will  buy  Carta- 
gena. 

Irish  Moss. — Good  white  bleached  is  scarce,  one  holder 
quoting  36s.  per  pwt.  There  appears  to  have  been  a 
general  scarcity  this  year,  and  the  collectors  on  the 
southern  and  western  coasts  of  Ireland  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  so  active  as  usual. 

Kola. — In  Liverpool  small  sales  of  dried  have  been 
made  at  Zd.  per  lb. 

Lime-juice. — There  is  a  steady  demand  for  West 
Indian,  good  raw  pale  of  which  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  Zd. 
to  Is.  5c?.  per  gal.  English-pressed  Lemon  juice  is  un- 
altered at  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Zd:  per  gal. 

Maize-starch  Powder  remains  low  in  price,  at  9s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  shipping  weights,  ex  wharf. 

Menthol. — Quiet,  at  from  16s.  6d.  to  17s.  spot  for 
Kobayashi,  the  latter  price  being  for  single  cases. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
April  30  that  the  Lofoten  fishing  is  now  closed  with  a 
very  moderate  output.  The  fishing  at  Finmarken  has  not 
yet  given  great  results,  but  the  prospects  are  considered 
rather  favourable,  and  the  seals  have  not  been,  heard  of 
so  far.  If  the  fishing  at  Finmarken  should  take  a  regular 
course,  it  is  probable  that  we  shall  have  an  addition  of 
two  to  three  thousand  barrels  of  oil.  The  market  is  very 
dull,  as  is  usual  at  this  season,  and  finest  non-congealing 
cod-liver  oil  can  hardly  be  quoted  above  215s.  per  barrel, 
f.o.b.  Bergen.  The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount 
to  2,061  barrels,  against  952  barrels  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  The  Lon,don  market  is  flat  and 
seasonably  quiet ;  agents  offering  from  210s.  to  220s.  per 
barrel,  c.i.f.,  according  to  brand,  the  higher  price  being 
nominal. 

Oils,  Essential. — Star-aniseed  remains  inactive,  with 
spot  sellers  at  5s.,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  Cassia  oil, 
at  from  2s.  11c?.  to  3s.  Zd.  per  lb.,  according  to  analysis. 
Citronella  oil  is  unaltered,  at  lsj  Id.  per  lb.,  and  Lemon- 
grass  is  steady,  at  8cZ.  per  oz.  The  quotation  for  English 
oil  of  BucJiu  has  been  reduced  to  4s.  6d.  per  oz.  Lemon 
oil  remains  easy,  a  good  brand  offering  at  2s.  f.o.b. 
Palermo,     and     less     for     quantity;     while  Bergamot 


is  firm,  at  8s.  10c?.,  c.i.f.,  and  sweet  Orange  comes 
dearer  from  Messina,  at  7s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  West  Indian 
Lime  oil  is  firm  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  9d.  per  lb.,  net,  and 
Clove  oil  is  also  firm  at  from  4s.  IOjcZ.  to  5s.  per  lb. 
American  HGH  Peppermint  oil  is  very  quiet,  with  sellers 
at  15s.  spot.  There  are  several  people  here  who  express  the 
opinion  that  we  shall  see  a  decided  improvement  in  HGH 
before  the  month  is  out.  Japanese  dementholised  oil  is 
also  quiet,  with  sellers  at  from  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  l^d.  per  lb. 
spot,  and  6s.  9c?.  for  forward.  Best  English-drawn  Sandal- 
wood oil  is  quoted  10s.  6d.  to  lis.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quantity.  The  present  price  of  Sweet  Almond  oil  is  Is.  Zd. 
and  pale  Is.  5d.  Peach-kernel  is  obtainable  at  7^d.  to  9^d. 
per  lb.  English  Lavender  is  25s.  net.  The  prices  of 
Reunion  Geranium  oil  have  lately  advanced  about  15  per 
cent.,  owing  to  the  cyclone,  and  it  is  said  direct  offers 
are  almost  unprocurable.  It  is  also  reported  that  offers 
of  good  East  Indian  Palmarosa  oil  have  completely  ceased, 
so  that  the  position  of  the  article  is  now  considerably- 
firmer.  Genuine  Cajuput  oil  is  scarce  on  the  spot,"  the 
last  price  paid  was  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  Caraway  oil  is  rather 
easier  owing  to  offers  of  cheaper  raw  material.  Cinnamon 
is  offered  at  from  2§d.  to  2|c?.  per  oz.  for  leaf  :  fine  quality 
of  bark-oil  is  scarce ;  2s.  to  2s.  Zd.  is  about  the  value. 

Oil,  Olive. — An  advice  from  Messina,  dated  April  30, 
states  that  after  the  placing  abroad  of  the  British 
Admiralty  contract  the  market  had  a  declining  tendency. 
Orders  are  wanting  except  for  finest  Russian  burning-oil, 
which  is  scarce.  The  trees  are  beginning  to  blossom  in  the 
coast  districts,  but  it  is  too  early  yet  to  express  any 
opinion.  Yellow  Messina  is  quoted  30?.  5s.,  green  ditto 
291.  15s.,  burning  Russia,  ZZl.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Gallipoli, 
30?.  10s.  and  choice  ditto  Zll.  5s.,  f.o.b.  Gallipoli.  A 
London  agent  quotes  extra  fine  cream  at  from  5s.  6c?.  to 
7s.  6d.  per  gal.,  and  various  other  edible  qualities  at  from 
3s:  6d.  to  5s.  per  gal.  Manufacturing  oils — green  sulphur 
21?.,  lubricating,  at  from  31?.  10s.,  and  soapmaking  at 
from  31?.  10s.  per  ton,  in  barrels  or  pipes. 

Olibanum. — At  auction  140  packages  were  offered,  of 
which  30  sold  at  22s.  for  common  unsifted  garblings  and 
14s.  for  sittings. 

Opium. — A  few  sales,  including  some  twenty  cases,  have 
taken  place  in  Smyrna  druggists'  at  7s.  Zd.  per  lb.,  and 
about  15  cases  of  manufacturing  Tokat  has  also  been  sold 
at  9s.  9d.  per  lb.     Persian  is  unaltered,  at  12s.  for  good. 

Smyrna,  April  22. — This  has  been  an  active  week,  sales 
amounting  to  154  cases,  130  cases  of  which  are  for  the 
United  States  and  the  balance  have  practically  been  taken 
by  local  speculators.  The  following  are  the  quotations: 
Current  manufacturing,  as  to  quality  6s.  5c?.  to  6s.  9c7., 
Karahissar,  6s.  lid.  to  7s.  3c?.,  Yerli  7s.  2c?.  to  7s.  10c?.,  and 
Bogaditz  7s.  4cZ.  to  8s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna 
to  date  amount  to  1,787  cases,  against  5,013  cases  at  the 
same  time  last  year. 

Smyrna,  April  29.— The  sales  during  the  month  amount  to 
387  cases,  including  35  cases  various  Yerli  t.q.  at  the  equiva- 
lent of  7s.  6c?.,  7s.  3c?.,  and  7s.,  108  cases  Karahissar  t.q. 
choice  at  7s.,  6s.  11c?.,  and  6s.  10c?.,  88  cases  current  Kara- 
hissar t.q.  at  6s.  10c?,,  62  cases  Adette  t.q.  at  6s.  9c?.  to  6s.  8c?., 
and  94  cases  secondary  current  t.q.  at  6s.  8c?.  to  6s.  7c?.  per 
lb.,  c.i.f.  The  rains  which  have  fallen  this  week  have  been 
favourable  to  the  crops  in  general,  and  the  opium-plants 
have  also  profited,  especially  on  the  low  plains,  where  rain 
was  very  much  needed. 

Smyrna,  April  30.— The  weather  throughout  the  month 
has  continued  very  favourable  for  the  growing  crop,  and 
unless  anything  to  the  contrary  happens  between  the  above 
date  and  the  end  of  June  it  will  be  abundant,  Experts 
state  that  the  crop  will  exceed  10,000  cases,  including  a  con- 
tribution of  3,000  cases  from  Salonica.  The  market  has 
been  active  throughout  the  month  at  about  2c?.  per  lb.  lower 
than  last  month's  prices.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date 
amount  to  1,804  cases,  against  5,017  cases  at  the  same  time 
last  year ;  and  in  Constantinople  to  1,104  cases,  against 
2,716  cases  in  1903.  The  stock  in  first  and  second  hands  in 
Smyrna  is  now  3,017  cases,  against  4,502  cases  at  the  same 
period  of  last  year;  and  in  Constantinople  551  cases,  against 
742  cases. 

Otto  of  Rose. — Recent  mail  advices  from  Kezanlik  re- 
garding this  year's  crop  of  otto  state  that  it  is  quite  un- 
likely that  we  shall  have  so  large  a  crop  as  in  1903. 
Nothing  definite  can  yet  be  said  regarding  it,  as  the 
weather  is  at  present  too  inclement  for  the  roses. 
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Quinine. — The  announcement  last  Friday  of  the  heavy 
bark-shipments  from  Java  for  April  (see  cinchona  para- 
graph) caused  a  further  easier  feeling,  and  the  week 
closed  with  sales  of  10,000  oz.  on  the  spot  at  ll^d.,  but 
afterwards  sellers  advanced  their  prices  to  lift/.,  and  on 
Monday  the  market  was  firmer,  about  15,000  oz.  selling  at 
from  ll|f/.  to  life/,  for  good  German  sulphate  in  bulk. 
Subsequently  the  market  further  improved,  and  on  Wed 
nesday  150,000  oz.  were  sold  at  from  llgc/.  to  Is.,  August 
at  Is.  0^d.  and  September  Is.  0^d.  per  oz  The  market 
closes  steady. 

Ehatany. — The  s.s.  Ville  de  Paris  has  brought  53  bales 
from  Arica  (W.  C.  S.  America). 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  this  week  include  18  bales 
of  Lima,  and  5  red  native  Jamaica. 

Shellac. — The  delivery-market  opened  dearer  this 
week,  but  closed  lower,  some  600  cases  of  TN  selling  at 
234s.  to  235s.,  and  later  at  232s.,  for  August  delivery. 
Subsequently  August  sold  at  230s.  to  228s.  and  May  at  227s. 
to  228s.  per  cwt.  On  the  spot  the  demand  has  been  slow, 
with  small  sales,  comprising  fair  TN  orange  at  228s.  per 
cwt. 

During  April  the  Calcutta  shipments  show  a  comparative 
deficiency  of  13.200  cwt.,  the  total  to  all  parts  being  9,000 
cwt.,  against  22,200  cwt.  last  year. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  over  700  packages  of 
Jamaica  Ginger  were  offered,  of  which  more  than  half  sold 
at  steady  unaltered  prices;  bold  realising  57s.,  fair  to  good 
washed  46s.  to  50s.,  medium  dullish  to  medium  washed 
39s.  to  43s.,  ordinary  to  ordinary  dullish  34s.  to  38s.  6d. 
Cochin  (70)  sold  without  reserve  at  25s.  for  shrivelled 
brown  Calicut  rough,  and  small  21s.  6d.  Fine  heavy 
Ceylon  Pepper  sold  at  6^d.  ;  fair  Singapore  was  bought  in 
at  5|rf.,  good  Tellicherry  at  5f <7. ,  Aleppy  at  5|rf.,  and  fair 
Lampong  at  5|d.  Of  White  pepper,  fair  Penang  was 
bought  in  at  9d.,  fair  to  good  Ceylon  at  9d.  to  9^d.,  and 
fine  lOrf.  per  lb.  Privately,  the  quotations  for  pepper 
remain  unaltered,  with  sellers  of  fair  Singapore  black  at 
5|(Z.  spot,  and  5|f7.  for  June-August  shipment.  White 
pepper  has  been  sold  at  8TV/.  per  lb.,  landed  terms,  for 
July-September,  and  August-October.  Pimento  declined 
%d.  per  lb.  in  auction,  680  bags  (1901  import)  greyish  to 
fair  selling  at  Z^d.  to  3§rf.,  with  one  lot  at  Z^d.  per  lb. 
Nutmegs  were  ^d.  to  Id.  per  lb.  dearer  for  small  to 
medium  sizes,  larger  being  steady.  Fair  West  Indian 
Mace  sold  at  Is.  9d.  to  Is.  10(7.,  ordinary  at  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  8d.  and  pickings  at  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Good 
Cinnamon  chips  (240)  sold  at  2d.  per  lb.,  without  reserve; 
fair  quillings  were  bought  in  at  8d.  Wild  bark  (140) 
sold,  without  reserve,  at  ^d.  per  lb.  Fine  bright  picked 
Penang  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  Is.  per  lb.  No  Zanzibar 
were  offered  in  auction,  but  privately  business  has  been 
on  a  much  smaller  scale,  and  includes  June-August 
delivery  at  S-fal.  to  Q\[6d.,  March-May  at  85(7.,  c.i.f.,  and 
October-December  at  l%d.  per  lb. 

Sulphur. — The  exports  of  sulphur  from  Sicily  in  March 
again  showed  a  falling-off,  and  are  below  the  average. 
The  arrivals  from  the  mines  last  month  also  slackened  off, 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  strikes  and  bad  weather.  The 
stocks,  which  at  the  end  of  February,  1904,  amounted  to 
370,589  tons,  have  now  declined  to  334,965  tons.  So  far 
this  year  136,418  tons  has  been  exported,  against  148.082 
tons  in  1903.  The  United  States  has  only  taken  9,991 
tons,  against  11,225  tons  last  year.  This  is  probably 
owing  to  the  competition  of  the  Louisiana  mines,  where 
the  production  in  1903  was  35,000  tons,  costing  only  $2.62 
per  ton.  It  is  said  that  even  2,000  tons  was  shipped  to 
Sweden,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  Sicilian  sulphur. 
Three  Norwegian  mills  who  annually  consume  some  10,000 
tons  of  brimstone  have  now  decided  to  use  pyrites.  It 
is  reported  that  the  Louisiana  mines  are  offering  to  make 
contracts  at  Is.  under  the  monopoly  price. 

Tamarinds. — Good  Barbados  ex  auction  have  been  sold 
at  lis.  per  cwt.  in  bond. 

Thorium  Nitrate. — The  advance  which  we  noted  in 
our  issue  of  April  23  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  high  export- 
duties  placed  by  the  Brazilian  Government  on  monazite 
sand.  The  advance  in  price  since  January,  1903,  is  about 
60  per  cent. 


Thymol. — It  is  reported  that  the  plague  in  India  will 
considerably  interfere  with  the  thyme-seed  crop,  and  that 
prices  lately  have  shown  a  firmer  tendency. 

Tragacanth. — An  auction  of  1.982  packages  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  at  which  there  was  a  slow  demand,  only  a  small 
proportion  being  disposed  of,  including  fine  up  to  121.  per 
cwt.,  fair  to  good  white  11.  12s.  6d.  to  91.  15s.,  ordinary 
yellow  61.  to  71.  5s.,  common  thick  red  95s.  to  110s.,  and 
hog  sorts  60s.  to  95s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  about  320  tins 
were  offered,  and  mostly  sold  at  a  decline  of  Is.  per  lb.  for 
medium  and  long,  and  at  steady  rates  for  good  to  fine 
short  lengths.  Seychelles,  fair  to  good,  7^  to  8^  inches 
sold  at  14s.,  7  to  8  inches  7s.  9d.  to  lis.,  6i  to  7  inches 
7s.  Zd.  to  8s.  6d.,  4£  to  6J,  inches  6s.  6d.  to  8s.,  3J;  to 
4^  inches  6s.  Zd.  to  7s.  Zd.  Fair  to  good  Australian,  7  to 
74r  inches  8s.  3c7.,  6^  to  7  inches  5s.  9d.  to  7s.,  5^  to 
6£  inches  4s.  6d.  to  6s.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Sellers  on  the  spot  ask  65s.  per  cwt. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  has  been  a  rather  fuller  business  passing  in  the 
heavy-chemical  market  since  last  writing,  but  the  volume  is 
scarcely  an  average  one  for  the  time  of  the  year,  new 
business  on  home  account  being  particularly  dull.  De-li- 
veries against  existing  contracts  are  fairly  well  up  to  the 
mark.  A  steady  tone  in  values,  however,  still  prevails,  and 
any  fluctuations  of  special  moment  are  not  likely. 

Alkali-produce.— There  is  a  moderate  demand  only  in 
this  department.  Bleaching-powder  and  caustic  soda  are 
in  fair  request,  ammonia  alkali  is  a  shade  quieter,  and  salt- 
cake  continues  firm.  . 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  very  quiet,  and  lower  values 
again  are  ruling.  Beckton,  12/.  2s.  6(7.;  Beckton  terms, 
121. ;  London.  12/.  5s.  ;  Leith  and  Hull,  12/.  5s. 

Benzols.— Only  a  moderate  business  is  passing,  and 
values  are  on  the  weak  side:  90-per-cent.  9(7.  per  gal.,  and 
50-per-cent.  Id.  per  gal.  Aniline  oil  and  salts  remain  un- 
changed at  4f&  and  4±3;  per  lb.  respectively. 

Le^d  Compounds  continue  fairly  active,  and  prices  are 
steady.    White  acetate  of  lead,  25/.,  less  2£  per  cent.,  Glas- 
gow;  brown  acetate  of  load,  16/.  10s.,  less  2i  per  cent 
Glasgow;  nitrate  of  lead,  22/.  10s.  to  23/.  per  ton,  less  2i 
per  cent.,  Glasgow.  .  ,  , 

Brown  Acetate  of  Lime  maintains  a  good  tone,  and  value 
is  firm  at  5/.  5s.  per  ton,  c.i.f.  . 

Pearl  Hardening.— In  fair  consumptive  request  at  oUs. 
to  65s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  or  free  on  board,  in  usual 

°aCALCiuM  Chloride.— Moving  steadily  at  unaltered  figures 
of  57s.  6(7.  to  60s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  May  !,. 

Castor  Oil.— In  very  small  inquiry,  both  for  spot  and 
forward  positions.  Quotation  remains  unaltered  at  to 
2  fiBd.  per  lb.  •  -  >  ,, 

Carn\uba  Wax.— At  auction,  recent  arrivals  were  held  at 
140s.  for  grey,  145s.  for  medium,  and  160s.  for  yellow.  No 
sales  are  reported  yet.  . 

Beeswax.— Thirty-seven  packages  of  Peruvian  and  Chilian 
have  been  sold  at  from  11.  8s.  9c7.  to  11.  lis.  Id.  per  cwt 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Seven  barrels  of  Para  have  been  sold 
at  is.  4^(7.  per  lb. 

Turpentine  is  quiet  and  rather  weaker,  at  42s.  ba.  to 
42s.  9(7.  per  cwt.  . 

Honey.— Seventy  barrels  of  Peruvian  have  been  sold  at 
18s.  per  cwt.  Of  Chilian,  Pile  1.  30  barrels  have  been  sold 
at  23s.  and  56  barrels.  Pile  2,  at  21s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Acacia  Sorts.— There  has  been  rather  more  inquiry,  and 
business  is  reported  on  private  terms. 

Aniseed  (Levant).— Rather  weaker,  at  17s.  9(7.  per  cwt.. 
spot,  and  16s.  6(7.  to  17s.  for  near  arrival. 

Arsenic— Still  held  firmly  at  13/.  per  ton.  Resale  parcels 
could  possibly  be  secured  at  slightly  less. 

Tonquin  Beans.— Small  sales  of  Para  frosted  have  been 
made  at  Is.  3(7.  per  lb.  .«'*.• 

Quillah.—  Reported  to  be  rather  firmer  on  the  Continent, 
and  some  holders  talk  of  raising  their  prices.  The  current 
quotation  remains  at  17/.  10s.  to  18/.  per  ton. 

Irish  Moss. — The  market  has  been  cleared  of  recent 
arrivals  at  further  advanced  prices. 
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German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  May  3. 
Business  is  still  very  dull  and  there  is  little  doing  in  the 

d  ANISEED.-Russian  is  quoted  38m.  to  39m.  per  100  kilos. 

CAMPHOR.-Refined  is  lower.  Makers  have  reduced  then- 
prices  to  600m.,  and  second-hands  to  580m.  per  100  kilos 

Citric  Acid  is  steady,  225m.  per  ,100  kilos  being  asked 

Carnatjba  Wax  continues  very  firm  at  from  275m.  to  3UUm. 
per  100  kilos,  according  to  quality. 

Kola  is  quiet,  at  70m.  to  90m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  flat,  at  315m.  per  100  kilos.  _ 

Ipecacuanha. — In  slight  demand.  Rio  is  quoted  11m., 
and  Cartagena  10m.  per  kilo. 

Lycopodium  is  strong,  at  550m.  to  560m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  neglected,  at  39m.  per  kilo. 

Rhatant.— There  have  been  heavy  arrivals ;  85m.  per  100 
kilos  is  quoted. 

Senega  is  quiet,  Western  being  quoted  600m.  per  100  kilos. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  quoted  110m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed).— Castor  is  quiet,  at  39m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod- 
liver  is  lower,  non-congealing  oil  offering  at  240m.  per 
barrel.  Linseed  is  tending  firmer,  rape  is  steady,  and 
Chinese  wood  is  firm  at  55m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential).— Peppermint  (HGH)  is  firmer,  at  15im. 
per  lb.,  and  Japanese  is  quoted  15m.  per  kilo.  Star- 
anise  is  quiet,  at  lO^m.  per  kilo. 

American  Drug-market. 

Kew  York,  April  26. 

Business  is  quiet  and  the  market  tame,  with  few  move- 
ments of  interest. 

Asafetida. — There  is  a  scarcity  of  fine  gum  and  what 
little  is  offered  is  of  very  inferior  quality.  Quotations,  in 
the  absence  of  demand,  are  more  or  less  nominal  at  21c.  to 
26c.  per  lb.,  according  to  grade. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Dull.  Central  American  is  jobbing  at 
32c.  to  33c,  and  Para  at  36c. 

Beeswax  is  in  good  demand,  but  offerings  are  limited, 
and  the  market  for  crude  yellow  is  firm,  at  32c. 

Aloes,  Curacao. — Recent  arrivals  of  new  crop  were  all 
taken  up  before  landing,  at  3jC    Second-hands  offer  at  3|c. 

Camphor. — The  market  for  domestic  refined  has  received 
a  sharp  set-back  from  competition  with  the  Japanese  article. 
Manufacturers  quote  69c,  but  68c  or  a  trifle  less  will  buy. 
Japanese  refined  in  lib.  cakes  is  offered  at  70c. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  lifeless.  Demand  is  practically  nil, 
and  quotations  of  15c.  for  new  bark  can  be  shaded. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  seasonably  dull,  and  the  market  for 
prime  Norwegian  oil  is  easy.  On  the  spot  $70  is  asked,  but 
for  supplies  to  arrive  $65  and  less  would  be  accepted, 
according  to  brand. 

Ergot  is  in  poor  request,  but  the  market  for  Russian  is 
fairly  steady,  at  35c.  to  36c    Spanish  is  quiet,  at  37c. 

Golden  Seal  (Hydrastis)  is  dull  and  nominal  at  $1.10,  but 
improved  demand  would  enhance  values. 

Ipecac. — Rio  to  arrive  is  offered  at  $1.25,  and  Cartagena 
at  $1.18.   Demand  is  poor. 

Menthol  is  unsettled,  and  in  view  of  the  anxiety  to  sell 
quotations  of  $5.35  can  be  shaded.  Sales  have  been  made 
down  to  $5.25. 

Nux  Vomica. — Recent  arrivals  have  eased  the  market, 
and  2jC  will  buy  in  quantity. 

Oil,  Peppermint.— Small  lots  of  bulk  oil  are  obtainable  at 
$3.35,  but  most  holders  ask  $3.50  to  $3.75.  In  view  of  the 
protracted  winter  it  seems  probable  that  the  new  crop  will 
be  by  no  means  heavy.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  direction 
of  planting  up  to  the  present. 

Opium  is  dull,  and  quotations  of  $2.77A  per  lb.  can  be 
shaded. 

Quinine  is  in  fair  demand  and  unchanged,  makers  still 
quoting  27c.  Second-hands  offer  Java  at  24c.  to  24A  c.  and 
German  at  26c. 

Sarsaparilla. — Recent  arrivals  of  Mexican  have  all  been 
taken  up  at  9^0.,  and  holders  now  ask  9^c  Supplies  are 
light. 

Bahama  Sponges. — In  the  report  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Bahamas,  recently  issued,  it  is  stated  that  265  schooners 
and  322  sloops  were  engaged  in  this  industry  in  1902. 
About  six  thousand  men,  women,  and  boys  were  employed 
in  the  industry.  The  following  figures  show  the  quantities 
and  values  of  the  exports  during  1902  :  United  Kingdom, 
179,797  lbs.  (8,867^.);  United  States.  752,382  lbs. 
(50,339;.);  Holland,  126.693  lbs.  (11.566;.);  France, 
100,455  lbs.  (13,865?.);  Germany,  132,710  lbs.  (11,184;.). 


ITlntaveo  Hlcobol  for  3uoustnal 
purposes. 


A MEETING  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  London. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Society  of  Chemical  In- 
dustry appointed  to  consider  the  above  subject  was  held1, 
under  the  chairmanship,  of  Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  at  the 
London  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  Tuesday,  May  3.  Sir 
W.  Ramsay,  F.R.S.,  Dr.  Squire,  and  Messrs.  David' 
Howard,  S.  Hall,  Thomas  Tyrer  (convener  for  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry),  Charles  Umney,  and  E.  A.  Webb 
being  present.  Mr.  Evan  Spicer,  Chairman  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  was  also  present  by  invitation. 

The  Chairman  referred  to  the  very  comprehensive 
answers  from  Professor  A.  G.  Green  and  others  which  had' 
been  received  to  the  questions  sent  out  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee more  especially  dealing  with  the  value  of  ethyl 
alcohol  (both  of  constitution  and  that  used  in  manufacture) 
in  important  substances  used  in  pharmacy,  and  also  for 
dyeing-purposes.  This  detailed  information,  the  Chair- 
man explained,  was  included  in  Mr.  Tyrer's  comprehen- 
sive paper  read  before  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  he  in- 
stanced the  case  of  phenacetin,  antipyrin,  and  salol,  in 
which  the  unlevied,  but  by  Act  leviable,  duties  amounted' 
per  100;.  value  of  imported  substances  to  141Z.,  34Z.,  arrd: 
46;.  respectively.  Mr.  Umney  added  that  the  opposition 
of  the  distillers  to  the  removal  of  5d.  preferential  duty 
was  apparently  at  an  end,  and  he  felt  quite  sure  that  with 
the  largely  increased  demand  for  alcohol  that  must  arise 
by  its  more  extensive  employment,  practically  a  fresh 
spirit-industry  would  be  created,  probably  using  potatoes 
instead  of  imported  grain  as  a  starting-point,  which  would 
not  only  have  an  important  commercial  bearing  but  also- 
great  agricultural  possibilities.  The  Chairman  then  read  a 
letter  which  had  been  sent  by  the  Associated  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  arising  out  of  their  deliberations,  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  setting  out  the  necessities  for 
ceasing  to  regard  alcohol  solely  as  an  ingredient  in  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  but  to  look  upon  it  as  a  semi-raw  material 
for  industrial  use,  and  one  from  which  disability  by 
taxation  should  at  once  be  removed,  in  order  to  make 
possible  competition  on  equal  terms  with  continental  manu- 
facturers. The  Chairman,  in  calling  upon  Mr.  Tyrer  to 
detail  the  various  interviews  that  he  had  had  with  repre- 
sentative bodies  interested  in  obtaining  untaxed  _  alcohol 
for  industrial  purposes,  expressed  the  great  obligation  that 
they  were  all  under  to  him  for  the  immense  energy  he  had 
shown  in  collating  all  the  material  on  the  subject  which  he 
had  incorporated  in  his  three  papers  read  before  the 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  and  Society  of  Arts. 

Mr.  Tyrer  gave  an  outline  of  the  deliberation  of  the 
Automobile  Club  on  the  subject,  referring  to  the  cheap- 
ness of  alcohol  for  motive-purposes,  &c.  He  also  detailed 
interviews  that  he  had  had  with  other  important  bodies 
that  would  doubtless  be  interested  in  the  matter  were 
there  a  considerable  extension  of  the  spirit-industry,  using 
potatoes  as  a  material,  as  referred  to  by  the  Chairman.  _ 

A  discussion  followed  as  to  the  desirability  of  focussing 
the  whole  of  the  matter  to  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, which  had  taken  the  initiative,  and  the  Chairman 
asked  permission  of  the  committee  to  communicate  with 
those  who  were  interested  in  the  matter,  although  prob- 
ably from  slightly  different  standpoints.  Mr.  Tyrer  then 
proposed,  and  Mr.  David  Howard  seconded,  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Having  regard  to  the  development  of  the  question  of  the 
use  of  alcohol  for  industrial  purposes  and  the  existence 
already  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  London  Chamber  ot 
Commerce  and  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  it  is 
desirable  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  other  interested  or 


sympathetic  bodies  or  persons  to  take  joint  action  for  ob- 
taining untax-1 
lative  means. 


itic  Docues  or  pei suns  w  w*»-<-  -~  -  — :  ~ 

mtaxed  alcohol,  denatured  or  otherwise,  by  legis- 


Give  iiit'diio.  .  ,  ,  ■  e 

The  Secretary  of  the  Chamber,  subject  to  the  sanction  of 
the  Council,  is  hereby  instructed  to  communicate  with, 
those  indicated  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Section,  and  the 
convener  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  Spirit  Oon> 
mittee. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Sir  Henry,  Sir  Michael,  and  Mr.  Boot. 

Sir, — The  remarks  and  inferences  (on  page  699  of  your 
current  issue)  based  upon  a  letter  which  was  printed  in  the 
previous  issue,  and  purporting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter 
originating  with  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue,  are  totally 
erroneous,  as  it  was  not  a  correct  copy.  I  trust  you  will 
give  this  the  same  prominence  as  you  gave  the  letter  in 
question.  With  respect  to  my  being  abroad  when  the 
circular  containing  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach's  very  apropos 
remarks  was  issued,  I  may  explain  that  I  arrived  in  Eng- 
land on  the  day  Sir  Michael's  speech  was  delivered,  and, 
on  seeing  a  report  thereof,  was  so  much  struck  by  its 
common-sense  view  of  the  companies'  position  that  I 
thought  no  one  interested  should  be  without  a  copy. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Nottingham,  May  2.  Jesse  Boot. 

[We  should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Boot  would  point  out  the 
inaccuracy  in  the  copy  of  Sir  Henry  Primrose's  letter  to 
which  he  refers.  We  were  naturally  most  careful  in  making 
our  copy. — Editor.] 

C.O.D.  Wot  Dropped. 
71//-.  A.  Bond  Hickisson,  of  75  Southgate  Road,  N., 
writing  in  regard  to  this  matter,  quotes  the  subjoined  para- 
graph from  the  "Advertising  News": 

C.O.D.  Not  Dropped. — As  indicated  by  our  paragraph 
last  week,  the  C.O.D.  proposals  have  only  been  temporarily 
put  aside,  and  now  the  "  Daily  Express  "  confirms  that  view, 
saying  that  the  fate  of  the  C.O.D.  Postal  system  lies  in  the 
hands  of  Parliament.  "  The  project  is  by  no  means  killed," 
said  one  of  the  highest  authorities  at  the  General  Post 
Office ;  if  it  should  be  killed,  the  murderer  will  be  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Postmaster-General  is  doing  no  more  in 
the  matter  until  the  point  is  raised  on  the  Estimates.  The 
House  will  then  have  a  full  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
project  without  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  Lord  Stanley  to 
thrust  it  forward.  Those  who  have  jumped  hastily  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  C.O.D.  system  is  dead  may  yet  see  the 
system  in  operation  all  over  the  country. 

This,  says  Mr.  Hickisson,  only  shows  the  necessity  for 
continued  combined  action.  When  he  opposed  the  scheme 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Advertisers'  Protection  Association 
(Limited)  he  was  told  the  opposition  was  ridiculous,  and 
it  was  because  the  scheme  was  not  properly  understood. 
He  replied  that  not  only  the  stationery-trade,  but  the 
chemists,  drapers,  and  grocers  throughout  the  Kingdom 
were  all  opposed  to  the  measure,  ana  in  no  circumstances 
whatever  would  he  allow  his  name  to  be  linked  in  any  way 
with  it.  He  intends  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  bring  the  matter  forward  again,  so  as  to  get  the 
Association  to  drop  the  scheme. 

Amber-glass  Bottles. 
Sir, — Having  had  considerable  experience  during  the 
past  twenty  years  in  the  selection  and  purchase  of  bottles 
and  other  containers,  I  was  much  interested  in  the  reports 
appearing  in  your  issues  of  April  23  and  30  of  the  paper 
read  by  Mr.  Upsher  Smith  with  respect  to  amber  bottles 
and  of  your  "  Town  Traveller's"  visit  to  a  Dalston  bottle- 
factory.  I  am,  however,  surprised  to  learn  that  "the 
opinion  appears  to  be  prevalent  in  the  trade  that  the 
making  of  amber-glass  ware  is  the  metier  of  the  foreigner." 
My  experience  has  been  that  for  years  past  the  only  amber- 
glass  bottles  that  could  be  relied  upon  for  colour  and  a 
minimum  of  breakage — with  the  exception  of  American 
goods — were  those  made  in  this  country,  either  in  York- 
shire or  in  London — in  fact.  I  have  given  trial  orders  to 
more  than  one  continental  house  who,  after  considerable 


time  spent  in  experiments,  have  failed  to  supply  the 
article  required ;  the  colour  varying  from  a  dirty  straw 
to  a  greenish  tint,  with  almost  a  total  absence  of  the  rich 
dark  amber  so  desirable.  The  object  of  this  communi- 
cation is  that  I  am  anxious  that  such  a  supposition  as  that 
referred  to  by  your  "  Town  Traveller"  should  be  at  once 
dispelled,  and  the  fact  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  all 
British  chemists  that  even  in  respect  to  glassware  English 
manufacturers  are  able  to  supply  their  needs  promptly 
with  articles  of  first-class  quality  at  reasonable  prices. 
The  question  of  breakage  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
matter  of  cost.  Yours  truly, 

West  Norwood,  May  3.  W.  D.  A.  (128/53.) 

Oregon  Balsam. 
Our  New  York  Correspondent  writes  :  In  a  recent  issue 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Mr.  E.  Dowzard  states 
that  this  balsam  is  generally  understood  to  be  a  mixture 
of  turpentine  and  resin.  This  is  by  no  means  the  case. 
It  is  doubtless  true  that  with  Oregon  balsam  selling  at 
$1.15  to  $1.25  per  gal.  some  sophisticated  balsam  is  manu- 
factured, but  with  Oregon  balsam  at  its  normal  figure  of 
55c  in  this  market  there  is  no  incentive  to  manufacture 
sophistications.  If  Mr.  Dowzard  had  seen  the  balsam 
which  came  to  this  market  last  fall  direct  from  Oregon  ? 
he  would  have  hardly  made  so  sweeping  a  statement  as  to 
its  origin.  The  unusual  wet  weather  was  responsible  for 
the  balsam  arriving  in  a  most  deplorable  condition,  totally 
unfit  for  sale  until  it  had  been  clarified  and  freed  from 
water,  pieces  of  bark,  and  dirt.  The  freight  from  Oregon 
to  New  York  will  cost  about  20c.  per  gal.,  so  that  the 
collector  cannot  get  normally  over  35c.  for  his  balsam,  out. 
of  which  he  also  has  to  furnish  packages  and  cartage. 
Can  Mr.  Dowzard  manufacture  Oregon  balsam  for  35c.  per 
gal.  ? 

"Too  Old  at  Forty." 
Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  under  the  above 
heading,  my  chief  objection  as  an  employer  is  the  want  of 
adaptability  and  the  firmly  rooted  idea  that  such  lengthy 
experience  utterly  precludes  the  use  of  business  methods 
other  than  those  already  practised.  The  public  also  seem 
possessed  with  the  idea  that  to  be  an  "assistant  at  forty" 
is  sure  evidence  of  wasted  opportunities. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Fair  Play.  (104/42.).' 

"  Xrayser's  "  Half-pint  Difficulty. 
Sir, — Half-pint,  certainly.  But  why  "difficulty"?' 
For  the  last  fifteen  years,  to  my  knowledge,  every  French 
railway  buffet  has  supplied,  with  the  "petit  repase  a 
lfr.  50"  a  carafe  of  30  centilitres  of  wine.  This  is 
evidently  the  Gallic  equivalent  of  the  0.3  L  glass  referred 
to  by  "  Xrayser."  Now  that  he  sees  the  introduction  of 
the  metric  system  need  not  necessitate  the  abolition  of  the 
half-pint  dear  to  the  horny-handed  sons  of  toil,  will  he 
join  us  in  the  decimal  crusade  ?  Believe  one  who  has  tried 
it,  all  the  objections  to  the  metric  system  in  itself  are  of 
about  the  same  calibre  as  the  "half-pint  difficulty." 

Yours  faithfully, 
An  Englishman  in  France. 

"What  is  "Ext.  Belladonna;  ?" 
Sir, — Be  your  reply  to  "Student"  on  page  719  of  this 
week's  issue,  I  may  mention  that  in  my  Minor  (April, 
1899)  I  got  this  identical  prescription  for  belladonna  sup- 
positories. Seeing  that  the  alcoholic  extract  is  used  in  the 
official  suppository,  and  that  the  word  "  viride  "  was  not 
added,  I  commenced  to  make  them  with  the  alcoholic 
extract.  The  examiner  most  severely  censured  me  for 
this,  and  suggested  that  my  only  motive  was  because  it 
was  more  easily  incorporated  than  the  green  extract.  I 
was  told  that  if  the  prescription  had  been  handed  over  the 
counter  any  chemist  would  have  used  the  green  extract.  I 
maintained  that  this  was  not  by  any  means  likely,  but  was 
compelled  to  use  the  green  extract  all  the  same.  I  think 
all  my  dispensing  turned  out  fairly  well,  as  I  passed, 
although  not  at  all  expecting  it,  after  having  such  a  motive 
attributed  to  me.  Yours, 

Sylva.    (126 '37.) 
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Letters  in  Brief. 

Kuradial  Truss  Company.— Mr.  /.  C.  Twigg  (Withern- 
sea)  informs  us  that  Mr.  Macdonald,  the  representative  of 
this  company,  died  suddenly  about  two  months  ago  at 
York.  Mr.  Twigg  was  told  this  by  a  surgical-instrument 
traveller  last  Friday,  and  he  wrote  to  the  Chief  Constable 
at  York,  who  has  verified  the  report. 

Assistants'  Responsibilities. — Servitus  (119/4)  sympa- 
thises with  "Adjutor,"  saying  that  the  conditions  under 
which  assistants  work  are  infamous.  He  particularly  de- 
plores that  juniors  do  not  get  the  "time  for  study  "  pro- 
mised to  them.  If  so,  why.  may  we  ask,  do  they  not  insist 
on  the  conditions  being  fulfilled  ?  Good  assistants  are  not 
so  plentiful  nowadays  as  to  go  a-begging  for  good  condi- 
tions of  employment. 

The  London  Minor. — A  correspondent  (120/7)  complains 
of  the  lack  of  order  and  apparatus  exhibited  at  the  recent 
examination  at  Galen  Place.  He  says  8-oz.  mixtures  had 
to  be  put  in  6-oz.  bottles  because  none  of  the  right  size 
were  at  hand,  substitutions  were  allowed  in  the  absence 
of  the  thing  required,,  and  racks  of  test-tubes  which  were 
handed  to  the  candidate  as  clean  were  found  to  be  almost 
in  all  cases  imperfectly  washed.  The  afternoon  examinees 
found  the  benches  untidy  from  the  previous  workers  of  the 
morning,  and  a  general  lack  of  supervision  in  such  matters 
was  reported.  He  also  complains  that  cadmium  salts  were 
given,  although  they  are  not  regarded  as  coming  within 
the  Minor  syllabus.  We,  however,  find  cadmium  iodide 
in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  the  terms  of  the  practical 
chemistry  in  the  syllabus  cover  it. 

Dispensing  in  Brighton.— M>.  A.  Smith  (Bonny  Street, 
N.W.),  writing  as  "  a  somewhat  gagged  member  of  the 
P.D.A.,"  questions  Mr.  Welford's  statement  (C.  &  D., 
April  30,  page  715)  as  to  Brighton  institutions  engaging 
local  chemists  to  dispense.  Mr.  Smith  says  the  hospital  for 
children  had  four  local  chemists  to  supply  in  rota  the  drugs 
required,  but  not  necessarily  to  dispense  them.  The  Sussex 
Eye  Hospital  had  a  local  chemist,  who  lived  opposite  and, 
being  in  business,  spent  only  a  few  hours  a  day  there.  The 
Throat,  Ear,  and  Nose  Hospital,  in  the  same  road,  was  sup- 
plied by  a  dispenser  who  did  the  parish  dispensing  for  two 
institutions,  and  was  a  temporary  evening  assistant  with  a 
local  chemist  in  the  town.  The  Sussex  County  Hospital 
(where  Mr.  Smith  was  engaged)  has  now  two  assistants  and 
a  superintendent  (a  local  chemist).  The  lying-in  institu- 
tion also  had  a  private  dispenser,  leaving  only  two  others 
open  to  question,  except  during  the  holidav  season,  when 
assistants  in  the  town  may  do  the  work. 


Legal  Queries. 

Labels  to  be  marked  "Liable"  or  "Not  liable"  to  medicine 
stamp-duty  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  in  duplicate  and 
with  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  return  of  the 
marked  ones,  if  desired. 


29/40.  IF;>  G.  submits  a  draft  label  for  "Antiseptic 
Foot-powder"  which  is  practically  the  same  in  wording  as 
that  which  we  printed  in  our  issue  of  January  2,  page  36, 
and  which  was  declared  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
not  to  be  liable  to  stamp-duty.  In  that  case  the  name  of 
the  seller  in  the  possessive  case  and  the  words  "  Prepared 

only  by  "  were  used.    As  the  foot-powder  is  not  held 

out  for  the  prevention  or  cure  of  an  ailment,  it  is  strictly 
ipeaking  a  toilet-article,  therefore  outside  the  Act  alto- 
gether. 

114/68.  F.  <b  C. — If  the  wine-label  which  you  send  us 
is  used  for  a  preparation  that  is  dutiable  as  a  wine,  it  will 
not  be  dutiable  under  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  but  if  it 
is  a  medicinal  wine  containing  a  grain  of  quinine  salt  per 
oz.  it  will  be  regarded  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  as 
a  medicine,  and  as  such  will  require  to  be  stamped  ad 
valorem,  although  you  have  a  wine-licence. 

114/36.  C.  H.  G. — Of  the  labels  and  cartons  which  you 
send,  the  compound  sulphur  tablets  one  is  not  liable  to 
duty,  as  it  bears  no  recommendation  or  holding  out.  The 
others  are  exempt  owing  to  the  disclosures  made  upon 
them. 

110/25.  H.  H. — Medicines  recommended  verbally  do 
not  come  within  the  general  charge  of  medicine-stamp 
duty,  nor  is  the  recommendation  of  medicines  by  a  chemist 
an  infrincement  of  the  Apothecaries  Act.    The  apothe- 


cary's function  is  to  diagnose  a  disease  and  prescribe  a 
remedy,  and  this  is  not  done  when  a  chemist  is  asked  by  a 
customer,  say,  for  something  for  a  cough,  and  the  chemist 
recommends  his  own  preparation. 

115/57.  /.  W. — The  terms  of  Section  17  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  1868,  respecting  the  labelling  of  poisons  are 
that  the  labels  should  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the 
seller  of  the  poison.  Your  label  bears  two  addresses ;  and 
while  this  is  not  ultra  vires,  it  has  been  held  that  the 
actual  address  at  which  the  poison  is  sold  should  be  upon 
the  label,  but  there  have  been  decisions  to  the  contrary. 
It  has  also  been  decided  that  the  actual  name  of  the  seller 
under  Section  17  should  be  on  the  label. 

108/57.  Corn-silk. — The  alteration  which  you  make  in 
your  corn-silk  label  leaves  a  great  deal  upon  it  which  holds 
out  and  recommends  the  article  as  a  remedy  for  corns. 
You  can  make  the  label  and  envelopes  exempt  by  stamping 
each  one  "'Pharmaceutical  Formulas,'  No.  1,"  or  "2," 
according  to  whether,  it  is  a  40-per-cent.  or  a  20-per-cent. 
salicylic  preparation. 

108/44.  Revenue. — (1)  You  are  quite  within  the  law 
in  the  course  you  are  pursuing  respecting  cough-mixture. 
Slight  variation  in  the  quantities  in  the  published  formula 
do  not  invalidate  the  disclosure.  (2)  Your  poison-label 
is  in  accordance  with  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

121/48.  A.  O.  S.— (1)  Cocaine  hydrochloride  is  a 
scheduled  poison  because  it  is  a  poisonous  vegetable  alka- 
loid. (2)  The  penalty  for  selling  poison  does  not,  un- 
fortunately, increase  on  the  second  conviction.  (3)  Keep- 
ing open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  is  an  offence  distinct 
from  the  selling  of  poisons,  and  if  an  unqualified  drug- 
store proprietor  has  scheduled  poisons  on  his  shelves,  and 
it  can  be  proved  that  he  sells  them,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  would  obtain  a  conviction  against  him  although 
he  has  declined  to  sell  to  their  agents. 

121/34.  Delta. — "Cod-liver  oil  and  malt  extract"  is 
considered  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  and  most 
chemists  to  be  a  medicine,  no  matter  what  is  said  about  it 
as  a  dietetic  agent.  The  Board  hold  that  the  description, 
"It  is  invaluable  as  a  dietetic  agent  in  cases  of  wasting 
diseases,  &c,"  makes  it  liable  to  stamp-duty.  The  title 
of  the  preparation,  however,  is  a  sufficient  disclosure  of 
its  nature,  and  therefore  it  is  exempt  from  stamp-duty 
when  sold  by  those  who  come  under  Exemption  3. 

126/46.  Buchu. — It  is  red  oxide  of  mercury  that  is 
scheduled  as  a  poison.  We  would  consider  the  yellow 
oxide  a  mere  physical  form  of  the  scheduled  article,  but 
the  legality  of  this  course  is  doubtful. 

120/69.  M.  D. — The  disclosure  on  your  labels  is 
sufficient,  except  in  the  case  of  the  collidine,  which  may 
be  made  exempt  by  reference  to  the  published  formula. 

127/57.  A.  0.— Your  label  for  "Digestive  Stomach 
and  Liver  Mixture "  is  liable  (owing  to  the  title)  ;  the 
others  are  not. 

125/65.  E.  S. — "Tender  feet"  is  not  an  ailment,  and 
as  that  is  what  your  foot-powder  is  recommended  for,  it 
is  not  liable  to  medicine  stamp-duty. 

127/61.  Linimentum. — A  liniment  containing  aconite  is 
in  the  first  part  of  the  poisons  schedule  and  must  be  signed 
for.    Belladonna  preparations  are  in  the  second  part. 

128/10.  Moonraher. — As  nux  vomica  is  an  active  con- 
stituent of  your  aromatic  quinine-and-iron  tonic,  some 
disclosure  of  the  fact  further  than  the  title  ought  to  be  on 
the  label.  It  is  a  disadvantage  to  you  now  that  you  did 
not  communicate  the  formula  to  us  for  publication. 

127/60.  Ajax. — "Effervescing  sulphur-and-sarsaparilla 
health  salt.  Purifies  the  Blood.  For  affections  of  the 
liver,  &c."  This  being  a  dutiable  description,  the  pre- 
paration is  liable  unless  it  is  brought  within  an  exemption. 
It  cannot  benefit  by  the  Lamplough  exemption,  as  sar- 
saparilla  takes  it  out  of  the  "artificial  mineral  water" 
category,  but  the  title  is  probably  a  sufficient  disclosure 
under  Exemption  3.  That  we  can  tell  if  you  send  us  the 
formula. 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 


24/60.  Mono—  Cough-sjrup. — We  think  you  will  find  the 
following  formula  give  you  a  preparation  closely  resembling 
the  sample  which  you  sent  to  us : 

Liquorice-juice    3j. 

Boiling  water    3viij. 

Powder  the  juice  and  dissolve  in  the  boiling  water  by 
etirring.    When  cold  add 

Golden  syrup   lb.  j. 

Acacia  mucilage    3j. 

Tincture  of  Virginian  prune  ...  3vj. 

Chlorodyne    31  j . 

Mix  well,  then  add  the  following: 

Oil  of  anise   mxl. 

Tincture  of  Virginian  prune  ...  Jj. 

Spirit  of  chloroform    3j. 

previously  mixed  together. 

119/40.  Veritas. — A  common  salary  for  a  youth  who 
has  had  five  years'  experience  in  the  retail  drug-trade  is 
the  equivalent  of  50Z.  to  701.  a  year,  according  to  locality. 

97/38.  W.  J.  D—  You  should  call  the  attention  of 
your  local  coroner  to  the  loose  manner  in  which  the 
sanitary  authorities  send  out  poisonous  disinfectants. 


127/39.  Basil. — The  absence  of  the  chlorophyll  from  the 
Marking-ink  ("  P.  F.,"  I.,  373)  does  not  account  for  the  in- 
complete reduction  of  the  silver  on  heating.  The  fault 
most  probably  lies  in  the  precipitate  of  silver  carbonate 
not  being  properly  washed,  so  that  some  of  the  nitric 
radicle  remains  in  the  ink,  preventing  complete  reduction. 
You  can  recover  the  silver  (if  it  is  worth  while)  by 
evaporating  to  dryness,  transferring  the  residue  to  a 
crucible,  and  incinerating.  Treat  the  cooled  mass  with  a 
sufficiency  of  nitric  acid,  filter,  and  evaporate  to  cry- 
stallisation-point. 

111/55.  R.  J. — Vol.  II.  of  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  " 
is  perfectly  distinct  from  Vol.  I.  For  the  purposes  of  the 
Medicine-stamp  Acts  you  will  find  Vol.  II.  all  that  you 
require.  The  first  volume  contains  a  very  varied  collec- 
tion of  formulae,  comprising  toilet-preparations,  hair- 
preparations,  dental  preparations,  perfumes,  beverages, 
household  and  domestic  articles,  and  many  others,  besides 
medicines.  Oil  of  tar  and  spirit  of  tar  are  synonyms. 
Green  oil  is  cheap  olive  oil  or  any  other  vegetable  oil, 
usually  coloured  with  spinach  or  elder  leaves.  Black  oils 
or  black  oil  of  tar  is  made  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid 
upon  a  mixture  of  turpentine  and  linseed  oil,  adding  to  it 
a  small  quantity  of  Barbados  tar,  afterwards  spinach  and 
elder  leaves.  It  is  in  regard  to  such  matters  as  these  that 
you  would  find  Vol.  I.  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas" 
useful. 


The  Pharmaceutic  Sports. 

EXTRACT  FROM  AN  OLD  PRINT. 


The  Pharmaceutical  Athletic  Club  held  its  annual  sports 
at  Bloomsbury  Green  on  Wednesday,  May  18,  1904.  The 
preliminary  heats  were  run  off  on  the  previous  evening, 
when  the  old  sports  acquitted  themselves  well,  and  success- 
fully surmounted  the  gastronomic  obstacles — the  Salisbury 
sportsman  particularly  distinguishing  himself  by  fearless 
flights  of  eloquence,  while  the  lad  fra'  Sheffield  proved  an 
adept  at  puttin'.  The  rest  of  the  six  secured  places  for  the 
final,  and  the  genial  Secretary  was  again  selected  to  act  as 
starter  in  the  race  for  the  young  bloods.  This  consisted  of  a 
series  of  trying  hazards,  the  most  formidable  being  the 
Territorial,   Organisation,   Minor  Division,   and  Company 


hurdles.  After  negotiating  these,  the  runners  had  to  climb 
the  Educational  pole,  and,  as  luck  would  have  it,  the  first 
to  reach  it  was  the  young  Leeds  athlete,  who  found  the 
furfuraceous  unguent  on  it  help  to  make  time  for  the  other 
contestants.  Brighton  and  Kingston  were  runners-up ;  they 
were  closely  followed  by  the  Camden  candidate,  and  the 
others,  although  far  from  nowhere,  were  somewhat  dis- 
couraged by  the  attitude  of  the  old  sports,  one  of  whom  told 
the  Aberdeen  runner  in  the  ditch  that  he'd  got  "  a  wee 
drappie  o't,"  Finally — but  he."°  the  extract  becomes 
obliterated. 
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Council  Canoioates. 

THE  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  election  of  seven 
members  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
oi  Great  Britain  are  proceeding  quietly.  We  have  received 
two  further  addresses  from  candidates,  and  with  these  we 
close  the  offer  which  we  made  a  few  weeks  ago  to  give 
publicity  in  this  manner  to  such  addresses. 

Mr.  Currie's  Stewardship. 

Gentlemen,— Having  been  again  nominated  for  a  seat  on 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  intimating  my  willingness  to  act  should  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  returned. 

I  consider  the  present  a  most  momentous  time  in  the 
history  of  pharmacy.  Our  existence  is  menaced  on  every 
hand,  and  the  privileges  conferred  upon  us  in  1868  by  the 
Legislature,  both  as  regards  our  professional  status  and  our 
statutory  rights  as  sole  retailers  of  poisons,  are  threatened 
with  extinction. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  proposed  third  sub-division  of  the 
Poisons  Schedule,  and  strongly  uphold  the  principle  that  the 
education  of  the  vendor  is  the  only  safeguard  in  the  sale  of 
poisons. 

The  central  principle  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1852,  and  one 
of  the  main  objects  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  are  to  secure 
public  safety  in  the  dispensing  of  all  prescriptions  by  re- 
stricting the  use  of  certain  titles,  indicating  special  experi- 
ence and  education,  to  duly  qualified  individuals.  Being 
strongly  opposed  to  the  present  evasion  of  these  restrictions 
and  the  unwarranted  assumption  of  such  titles  by  incor- 
porated bodies  or  companies,  I  am,  on  public  and 
professional  grounds,  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  now  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

Being  a  retail  chemist,  my  sympathies  are  entirely  with 
them  in  any  endeavour  to  conserve  their  rights  and 
privileges,  and  all  my  efforts  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past, 
will  be  directed  towards  that  end. 

My  knowledge  of  pharmaceutical  affairs,  gained  during  a 
long  experience  in  many  public  capacities,  I  willingly  place 
at  the  disposal  of  retail  pharmacists.  As  Chairman  of  the 
Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  I  have 
had  exceptional  opportunities  of  acquiring  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  value  of  organisation,  and  my  great  aim. 
would  be  to  cement  still  more  firmly  the  cordial  relations 
at  present  existing  between  local  associations  and  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society. 

While  local  conditions  may  vary,  the  interests  of  English 
and  Scottish  pharmacists  are  essentially  the  same.  I  am, 
therefore,  strongly  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  perfect 
unity  of  action  among  pharmacists  north  and  south  of  the 
Tweed.  If  my  views  meet  with  your  approval,  may  I 
solicit  your  vote  and  support  ?  Should  I  be  honoured  by  re- 
election it  would  be  my  endeavour  to  cordially  co-operate 
with  my  colleagues  on  the  Council  in  maintaining  and  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  pharmacists  as  a  whole. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  L.  Currie. 

Mr.  C  E.  Pickering's  Views. 

Gentlemen, — Having  been  nominated  by  several  members 
as  a  candidate  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  once  more 
I  ask  for  your  votes  and  influence  in  securing  my  return. 
On  former  occasions  I  have  stood  as  an  assistant  in  the 
assistants'  interests.  Now  I  am  an  employer  in  business  in 
Paddington.  Previously,  no  doubt,  many  members  did  not 
vote  for  me  because  being  an  ass'stant  it  seemed  doubtful 
to  them  whether,  if  elected,  I  might  be  able  to  carry  out 
the  duties.  This  apparent  difficulty  is  now  removed,  and 
I  confidently  look  for  their  support. 

My  views  on  pharmaceutical  politics  have  so  often  been 
before  you  that  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  more  than  briefly 
summarise  them.  Although  pronounced  opinions  in  a  candi- 
date are  an  essential  requisite,  I  am  of  opinion  he  can  best 
serve  the  electors  when  a  councillor  by  keeping  throughout 
his  three  years  of  office  in  close  touch  with  them  and  the 
rest  of  the  trade.  For  that  purpose  it  is  the  duty  of  any 
member  who  desires  to  have  certain  matters  which  he  con- 
siders important  brought  before  the  Council  to  write  to  the 
member  or  members  of  the  Council  he  has  helped  to  elect. 
That  member  of  Council,  after  properly  weighing  the  matter, 
should  be  a  mouthpiece  of  the  electors,  and  bring  the  subject 
under  notice  at  the  next  meeting,  or  after  proper  notice  has 
been  given  should  he  decide  to  bring  it  forward  as  a  motion. 
At  the  same  time,  he  should  possess  a  definite  opinion  on 
most  things  pharmaceutical,  and  not  be  afraid  to  pronounce 
them.   By  these  he  is  judged  and  trusted,  or  found  wanting. 


Having  had  engagements  in  numerous  provincial  districts 
besides  several  important  positions  with  London  firms,  I 
claim  to  have  made  full  use  of  my  opportunities  to  learn 
and  appreciate  the  difficulties  and  grievances  of  my  fellow- 
craftsmen  throughout  the  land.  This  may  be  a  qualification 
worthy  of  your  vote.  If  elected,  I  expect  you  to  keep  me 
well  posted,  and  I  promise  not  to  be  a  silent  member,  but 
an  active  worker  on  your  behalf. 

I  shall  support  the  division  of  the  Minor  examination, 
compulsory  membership,  and  the  limitation  of  the  practice 
of  pharmacy  to  the  qualified.  Unprofessional  conduct,  such 
as  assisting  unqualified  corporate  bodies  to  keep  open  shop, 
display  titles,  or  dispense  poisons,  will  always  receive  my 
censure,  and  should  merit  removal  from  the  Society's  register 
of  members. 

The  Draft  Pharmacy  Bill  will  receive  my  heartiest  support, 
particularly  Clause  7.  This  is  its  main  feature,  and  without 
it  the  present  anomaly  cannot  be  overcome  at  all.  On  this 
point  I  will  admit  of  no  compromise.  No  title  must  be 
recognised  unless  acquired  by  right  of  diploma. 

In  conclusion,  the  only  way  to  elect  new  members  to  the 
Council  is  to  vote  for  them  only,  for  it  must  be  obvious  that 
each  vote  given  to  an  old  member  helps  to  keep  a  new  one 
out.    So  vote  for  the  new  candidates. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  Pickering. 


Questions  to  the  Candidates. 

The  Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  have 
sent  the  subjoined  questions  to  each  of  the  candidates,  and 
Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland  (Secretary  of  the  Association)  pro- 
mises to  send  us  copies  of  the  replies  he  receives : 

(1)  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  scheme  of  territorial  represen- 
tation such  as  that  outlined  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher? 

(2)  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  total  repeal  of  the  Medicine- 
stamp  Acts  ? 

(3)  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  immediate  division  of  the 
Minor  examination  so  as  to  relieve  the  present  mental  and 
physical  strain  involved  in  passing  so  many  subjects  at  one 
time  ? 

(4)  Is  it  your  opinion  that  no  amendment  of  poison  legis- 
lation should  be  accepted  which  does  not  absolutely  conserve 
the  present  principle  of  the  education  of  the  vendor  as  the 
only  effectual  means  of  securing  public  safety  ? 

(5)  Are  you  in  favour  of  steps  being  taken  to  stop  the  use 
of  the  titles  "pharmaceutical  chemist"  and  "chemist  and 
druggist  "  by  any  person  or  company  other  than  a  person 
duly  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  ? 

(6)  Are  you  of  opinion  that  legislation  which  secures  the 
bond  fide  management  of  every  shop  kept  open  for  the  sale 
of  poisons  or  dispensing  prescriptions  by  a  registered 
chemist,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  owners  for  seeing  that 
this  is  done,  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  situa- 
tion created  by  the  House  of  Lords'  decision  regarding 
limited  companies? 
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Adrenalin  Chloride  in  Plague. 

Mr.  R.  B.  K.  Bose,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  "Calcutta 
Practitioner,"  states  that  adrenalin  given  in  any  stage  of 
plague  maintains  the  heart  and  pulse  admirably  well  and 
brings  down  the  temperature;  that  its  effect  in  pneu- 
monic and  intestinal  plague  is  far  from  encouraging, 
although  in  bubonic  plague,  uncomplicated  with  pul- 
monary and  intestinal  troubles,  it  is  a  sovereign  remedy. 

Radium  Bromide  in  Cancer. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Plimmer,  M.R.C.S.,  of  the  Institute  of 
Preventive  Medicine,  records  in  the  "Lancet,"  page  1046, 
his  experience  of  seventeen  cases  of  cancer  which  were 
treated  with  30  mgms.  of  radium  bromide  presented  by 
Lord  Iveagh.  The  effect  on  the  skin  varied  in  different 
cases  :  an  exposure  of  ten  minutes  was  generally  sufficient 
to  produce  blistering  and  then  scabbing,  and  under  the 
scab  there  was  found  a  very  slow  healing  surface.  The 
radium  had  apparently  no  effect  in  causing  or  relieving 
pain.  Three  of  the  patients  died.  Mr.  Plimmer  observes 
that  the  cancer  nodules  decrease  in  size  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  radium,  but  it  is  remarkably  difficult  to  get 
rid  of  the  last  bit  of  the  nodule,  probably  on  account  of 
fibrous  changes ;  for  his  conclusion  appears  to  be  that  the 
emanations  from  radium  only  act  upon  young  and  rapidly 
growing  cells,  and  the  older  cells,  especially  if  surrounded 
by  fibrous  tissue,  are  less  easily  affected. 


